
 
Bulletin 7th June 2019 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

BUCKET FILLING 

I would like to say how impressed I was this evening when Daniel N (year 2), told me that he would give me a 

massage, that he had learnt at school, to make me feel better. He named each ‘technique’ and it was absolutely 

lovely! 

 

CLASS ORGANISATION FOR SEPTEMBER 

We have now finalised which classes teachers will be leading next year. Miss Hook is due to go off on 

maternity leave in September and Mrs Bellingall will be leaving us to take up a new post as a SENCo in a 

school in a nearby County. We are therefore pleased to welcome Miss Chennells who has been completing 

her School Direct Teacher Training with us over the last year. Miss Chennells will be teaching in Y1/2.  

As you will know from previous bulletins, we have been looking to reduce our PAN (pupil admission number) 

from 45 (1.5 classes) to 30 (1 class). This is based on forecasts which show birth rates have reduced in this 

area. We have been able to undertake this reduction from September and, over time, will become a single 

form entry school of 7 classes. Any reduction in pupil numbers always has an impact on school budgets and 

this is exacerbated by the financial issues that many schools are facing with large, rising staffing, pension and NI 

costs. With careful financial management by the school and the governors, we are fortunate that we are able 

to maintain our current levels of support staff during the next academic year. 

 

Year Group Class Name Teacher 

R Butterfly Mrs Stark 

1/2 Toucan Miss Chennells (new teacher) 

1/2 Flamingo Miss Barton 

2 Hummingbird Miss Boxall 

3 Narwhal Miss Anstey 

3/4  Dolphin Mrs Samuel & Mrs Wallace (Key 

Stage 2 Leaders) 

4  Shark Mr Farrer  

5/6 (Y5 morning group) Tiger Miss Clarke  

5/6 (Y5 morning group) Leopard Miss Miles 

5/6 (Y6 morning group) Lion Mrs Richards 

Additional Y6 morning group Panther Mr Jordan 

 

Mrs Wilson is continuing as EY/KS1 Leader and will cover teacher release time in KS1. Both Mrs Djeneralovic 

and Miss Bucknell will also be carrying out release time across the school. Mrs Burningham will also be 

carrying on part-time as our SENCo so is not class-based.  

Miss Jawor, who is currently completing her teacher training with us, will be taking up a KS1 post at Westfield 

Infants in September. We will also have two new School Direct trainees starting with us – Mr Matthew Perry 

and Miss Debi Lody.  

 

For SEPTEMBER: 

Mixed classes Y1/2 – Mrs Wilson will be speaking personally to Y2 parents whose children we feel will benefit 

from being in the mixed Y1/2 classes. Y1 children will be moving up in their current classes into one of the 

two classes, either Toucans or Flamingos.  



Mixed class Y3/4 – We currently have 36 Y3 children for September, the majority of which will be in the 

straight Y3 class with Miss Anstey. Dolphin and Shark classes will follow the Y4 curriculum so those Y3s in 

Dolphin Class will be those who are assessed as ‘exceeding’ in the core subjects.  

 

Your child’s class will be emailed to you later in the term via ParentMail once they have been finalised by 

teachers and Key Stage Managers.  

 

We hope the children will be excited about their potential new teacher for September and look forward to 

sharing the details with you in a few weeks’ time.  

 

‘MOVING UP’ INFORMATION SESSIONS FOR PARENTS 

We endeavour to help parents and pupils feel prepared for their transition into the next year group – and it 

can be helpful to have a good idea of how this new team operates and the curriculum expectations within it. 

We will therefore be holding a series of information sessions for parents. Our focus is on those children 

transitioning into new year teams: YR to Y1, Y2 to Y3 and Y4 to Y5. However, parents of children who will be 

in Years 2, 4 and 6 are also welcome to attend.  

 Wednesday 10th July @ 3.30pm: Y3 and Y4 

 Monday 15th July @ 2.45pm: Y1 and Y2 

 Monday 15th July @ 3.30pm; Y5 and Y6 

 

BOOK FAIR 

Our next book fair has arrived and is now open! It will be available before 

and after school each day next week (not Friday) so please come along and 

have a look. The more books we sell, the more that will also be donated to 

the school by Scholastic! Classes will also be taken down by their class 

teachers to have a look during the school day.  

     

 

SPORTS AFTERNOON 

Our annual Sports Afternoon is creeping up on us and we are holding out 

hope for good weather! Our afternoon of sporting fun is planned for Thursday 

13th June. 

  

Children should come to school in their PE kit on Thursday morning and can 

bring a mascot.  We will send home kits on Wednesday night.  Normal school 

menu will not apply on this day, children will be able to make their selection of 

baguette filling on Thursday morning, or may bring their own packed lunch. 

 

Please be mindful that the parking will be limited and avoid parking on verges or double yellow lines. If you can 

walk up, that would be marvellous! If not, consider parking a little further away and just walking the last part. 

Please be respectful of other campus users (e.g. the leisure centre users) during this busy event.  

 

We will aim to kick off the proceedings at 1pm on the top field for the races. We are aiming to keep this part 

of the day relatively short so will not be providing the usual seating for parents – please either bring a rug or a 

camping stool/chair if you need to sit down. Please AVOID standing behind the finishing line as this can be 

dangerous when children are stampeding towards it. Our members of staff with the 1st, 2nd and 3rd place 

stickers will do everything they can to award these accurately but please be aware that we are not blessed 

with photo finish equipment and part of our growth mindset approach is to build resilience and manage 

emotions whether we win or lose.  

 

We will then move on to our main events – the carousel of different, short athletic activities led by the 

teachers and support staff in colour teams.  Each team will be awarded points after each event: 4 points for 1st, 

3 points for 2nd, 2 points for 3rd and 1 point for 4th. All points will go towards our grand final total.  Parents will 



be able to follow their children around the different stations and move backwards and forwards between 

siblings.  

 

Our winning team will be announced at the end and Mr Jordan will compere throughout as he loves 

microphones and the new sound system! We are aiming to finish by the normal end of day time of 

3.15/3.20pm. However, it is always difficult to judge how long different activities will take so please be aware 

that we might run over slightly.  

 

PHOTOGRAPHS – Although we appreciate that it is a contentious issue, we do have children who are not 

allowed to have their photos taken or published. We would therefore respectfully ask family members to 

refrain from taking videos and photos unless these are SOLEY of their own children and do not include others. 

This is difficult to achieve, due to the nature of sports day, so we suggest that any photos only happen during 

the carousel when you can capture them alone doing the activity. UNDER NO CIRCUMSTANCES should 

photos including other children be published online.  

 

OTHER SAFEGUARDING – We take our safeguarding procedures very seriously and during busy events such 

as Sports Day, staff need to be extra vigilant with so many different adults wandering around. Some staff will 

be supervising children who they are not as familiar with and will not necessarily recognise all the adults 

attached to them. During the races, we therefore ask family members to stay on the far side of the track and 

refrain from crossing over and interacting with the children. If everyone chose to do this, we would not be 

able to adequately monitor and organise the pupils. Thank you for your co-operation. 

 

FUND RAISING FOR RWANDA 

Way back in the autumn term, you all did something truly amazing and we now have a wonderful outcome!  

As a school we completed a cross country run and raised money for children in Rwanda. Our aim was to raise 

enough money to send a child to school; your amazing effort and support meant that we surpassed our initial 

aim, allowing for three children (Gee-Young, Landrine & Mercelline) to be granted school places. On Friday 7th 

June, KS2 were very lucky to have a skype call with the three children - they were extremely thankful and said 

that even though they did not have anything (like money) to offer us, they would offer their prayers and 

thanks. 

Thank you for all of the money you have raised, it really has changed lives! 

 

 

MISS BOXALL’S VOLUNTEER WORK IN UGANDA 

Thank you to those parents and children who have already donated money towards Miss Boxall’s volunteering 

during the summer holiday. This is to help train teachers in Uganda so that children can receive the education 

they deserve. Thank you particularly to Mrs Rose who is organising her final Quiz Night before she relocates 

and donating the proceeds to this worthy cause! This takes place on Thursday 27th June so please get your 

teams organised.  

 

Miss Boxall will be talking to the children about what she will be doing during an assembly on Monday to the 

whole school. We would then like to invite children to come to school in MUFTI on Friday 14th June and bring 

£1 for the privilege. This money will also go to our fundraising for Miss Boxall.  

The link to donate is: https://www.gofundme.com/limited-resource-teacher-training-uganda 

 

https://www.gofundme.com/limited-resource-teacher-training-uganda


 
 

TESTING IN Y1 AND Y4 

Next week marks the beginning of the Phonics Test Week for Y1 pupils. Results will be shared with parents 

once the pass mark is released later in June. We will also be trialling the new Multiplication Tables Checks by 

the DFE this year with our Y4s before they become compulsory in 2020.  

 

OUR NEXT GROUNDS FORCE DAY 

Our next grounds force day will take place on Wednesday 12th June 

and we would, of course, welcome any parents who are able to help 

to come along for as long or as little as they are able to, in order to 

support our other volunteers from Bank of America.  

 

TIMID TO TIGER TRAINING 

I have included a few key slides from week 2 of our ‘Timid to Tiger’ 

Course which is taking place on Wednesday afternoons in the 

school. This session focused on the benefits of ‘special play’ 

alongside your child – the recommendation being 10 minutes per 

day. 

 

Why do special play…… 

 Play is the foundation of the Anxiety Pyramid, and without it, the rest of the pyramid will collapse. 

 Children learn through play. They even learn when the play is non-directive and contains no teaching.  

 Play builds the parent/child relationship. 

 Plays develops children’s speech and language. 

 Play develops social skills. 

 Rough and tumble play is good for confidence and managing aggressive feelings. There is research 

showing that engaging in rough and tumble play with parents is very good for building children’s 

confidence and for helping them to manage aggressive feelings. 

 Play can be fun for parents. 

 Special play is a happy time. This special play is a way for parents and children to interact that is not 

focused around worries and fears.  

 Play build the Seven Confident Thoughts.  

 



How to do special play……. 

 Join in with your child’s game or ask them to choose a game to play with you.  

 Any toy or game will do (except watching television/computer games). 

 Watch very carefully what you child is doing and comment positively. This is to show your child that 

you are interested I what they are doing. Give a running commentary. 

 Imitate what your child is doing but do not take charge of the play. This shows your child that you are 

interested in what they are doing.  

 Ask your child what they want to do but don’t ask them questions about what they are doing. Asking 

questions distracts your child from their play, and can interfere with their creativity.  

 Do not tell your child what to do during this special play. Giving them control builds up their 

confidence.  

 Do not try to teach your child anything. We all want our children to do well at school, and teaching 

your children new things is great. However, during this special play, it’s all about having fun! 



 



 
 

 

 

 



PIERCED EARS 

Please remember that it is part of our school policy that children with pierced ears 

should be able to remove their earrings in the first instance. For younger children, this 

may mean some practice at home with parents so that they can do it independently in 

school. Children with newly pierced ears can use surgical tape which they need to 

bring in from home but this is a last resort.  PE can be very physical and, in the past, 

children in other schools around the UK have had earrings ripped out of their lobes – 

this cannot be repaired fully and is extremely painful. The aim of removing earrings is 

to prevent injury.  If you do not think your child will be able to manage their own earrings, then please 

consider whether or not it is a sensible choice in allowing them to have their ears pierced or ensure that they 

come to school WITHOUT earrings on the days that they do PE. We recommend that any piercing takes 

place at the beginning of the summer holiday to give ears enough time to heal. We only expect children 

to use tape for a short period of time if they have been pierced at other times of the school year and to 

quickly convert to taking out their earrings as soon as they are ready.  Children may not be permitted to take 

part in PE sessions if they are not appropriately prepared – this involves removing jewellery. 

 

THE HART LOTTERY 

The Hart Lottery is an exciting weekly lottery that raises money for good causes in Hart and you can support 

our school through it. Tickets are just £1 per week and each ticket has a 1:50 chance to win a prize, with the 

top prize being £25,000! 
60p goes towards good causes in Hart and you can choose Potley Hill PTA to receive 50p of that. 
Simply go to www.hartlottery.co.uk to register, start playing and support the school at the same time. 
Good luck! 
 

EASY FUNDRAISING 

As some of you may recall, the school is registered with ‘Easy Fundraising’. This is a site which allows you to 

set up a log in and to download a quick link on your internet browser page. Then, every time you shop online 

and use this link, a donation is made to the school. There is a wide range of sites including Amazon, Travel 

sites and even energy providers and mobile providers. We currently have 44 parents registered with the site 

and have so far raised £590.81. Every penny counts and helps our fantastic PTA to raise money for additional 

resources for all children in the school. Our link is: 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/potleyhillprimaryschool/  

 

YR DADS & LADS AFTERNOON 

This is taking part on Friday 14th June from 1.30pm for all male family members of YR children. The theme is 

‘Pirates’ the children and their Dads & Lads can come dressed in their pirate outfits! (No weapons please)  If 

you are able to provide clean empty plastic bottle (Message in a bottle activity) Wrapping 

Paper/Kitchen/Pringle tubes to make telescopes we would be most grateful.  Many thanks. 

 

 

 

W/c 24/5/2019 

 

‘TOP HAT OF THE WEEK’ 

 

Child/ren Reason 

Caterpillar Jack T For using his Green thinking hat to re-write the story of the Three 

Billy Goats Gruff. 

Ladybird Noah M For using both his White and Blue thinking hats and writing a fantastic 

Three Billy Goats Gruff story. 

Flamingo Harrison H For using his Yellow hat to see his strengths when practicing for 

Sports day. 

http://www.hartlottery.co.uk/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/potleyhillprimaryschool/


Hummingbird Flynn N For using his Green and White thinking hats to create sketch and paint 

a beach hut accurately and with bold colours. 

Toucan India Lily M For using her Green thinking hat to create an excellent painting of a 

beach hut using lots of different textures and techniques. 

Dolphin Scarlett R & 

Caden E 

For using their Green thinking hat to create a great animation that 

reflected their original design. 

Narwhal Lucas B Using his White thinking hat to find information in geography. 

Shark Courtney L For using his White thinking hat to recall information about desert 

climates in Geography. 

Leopard Isabelle D For using her White and Green thinking hats to write a characterful 

letter from Lady Macbeth to her husband. 

Lion Joshua S For using their White & Yellow thinking hats to make articulate and 

sensible contributions to PSHE discussions. 

Tiger Frank E For using his Black and White thinking hats to contribute sensible and 

innovative ideas to our Fire Safety talk. 

 

 

 

W/C 7/06/2019 

 

‘TOP HAT OF THE WEEK’ 

 

Child/ren Reason 

Caterpillar Grace S For using her White information hat and giving a great recount of our 

Farm visit. 

Ladybird Lucy M For using her Blue information thinking hat to write a super recount 

on our  

Flamingo Riley Mcg For using his Yellow thinking hat to persevere with his reading skills. 

Hummingbird Evie T-L For using her White and Green thinking hat to create sentences 

including relative clauses. 

Toucan Cooper G For using his Blue and Green thinking hat in English to produce a very 

imaginative story. 

Dolphin Pippa-Jane S For using her Green thinking hat for creating a fantastic parachute with 

her Dad – demonstrating great teamwork.  

Narwhal Tallulah Mc For using her Green and Red thinking hats to write an amazing 

biography. 

Shark Charley C-J For using her Black thinking hat when thinking about the properties of 

deserts. 

Leopard Matthew P For using his White thinking hat to make valuable and sensible 

contributions in PHSE. 

Lion Seth B For using his White and Yellow thinking hats to coach another child in 

a Maths session. 

Tiger Charlie R For using his Red thinking hat during Dads & Lads afternoon.  Charlie 

showed empathy towards other children’s feelings. 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
CALENDAR DATES 

DATE EVENT 

W/c Monday 10th June Y1 Phonics testing week & Y4 multiplication tests over next 3 

weeks. 

Book Fair in school this week. 

Wednesday 12th June Grounds Force day with The Bank of America volunteers 

Thursday 13th June SPORTS AFTERNOON 1.00 pm start 

Friday 14th June Dads & Lads afternoon – Reception classes 1.30 pm – 15.00 

Last day of book fair (am) 

Monday 17th June New YR visits for groups 1 & 2 with parents 9.15 – 10.15 

Tuesday 18th June New YR visits for groups 3 & 4 with parents 9.15 – 10.15 

RESERVE SPORTS AFTERNOON 1.00 pm start 

Monday 24th June New YR visits for groups 2 & 4 with parents 9.15 – 10.15 

Tuesday 25th June New YR visits for groups 1 & 3 with parents 9.15 – 10.15 

Wednesday 26th June New YR Storytime 2.45pm 

Y5 Activity Day to Yateley Secondary 

Friday 28th June Summer Fun Night 

Monday 1st July Y5/6 Production to school 

Tuesday 2nd July Y5/6 Production to parents pm 

Parents Information Evening 6.00 pm – Little Canada (Yr 5) 

Wednesday 3rd July Y1/2 Seaside Event  

6pm Y5/6 Production to parents 

Thursday 4th July Y6 transition day to secondary, Move up morning for rest of 

school & new YRs 

New YR visit 3. Parents invited at 11.45am for lunch 

W/c Monday 8th July to Friday 12th July Y6 Residential to France 

Tuesday 9th July Music Assembly at 9.10am for instrumentalists 

Y5 Technology day to Frogmore CC 

Year 3 to Primary Prom at The Anvil, Basingstoke 1.15pm 

Wednesday 10th July Y5 to ‘Think Safe’ afternoon event  

Information session for parents of children with either Y3 or 

Y4 children in September @ 3.30pm 

Thursday 11th July Y5 visit to Paultons Park 

New YR Storytime 2.45pm 

Monday 15th July Information session for parents of children with either Y1 or 

Y2 children in September @ 2.45pm 

Information session for parents of children with either Y5 or 

Y6 children in September @ 3.30pm 

Tuesday 16th July Rocksteady Assembly at 9.10am 

New YR Storytime 2.45pm 

Wednesday 17th July Move up afternoon for YR to Y5. 

Friday 19th July Last day of Summer term. Y6 Leavers assembly at 9.10am. 

School closes at 1pm.  

Monday 22nd July INSET – school closed 

Tuesday 23rd July INSET – school closed 

 

Reminders… 

 

SPORTS FIXTURES FOR SUMMER 



We are planning on attending the following local cluster sporting events this term, all taking place after school: 

 Monday 1st July Y5/6 Tennis @ Farnborough Tennis Club 

 

CLASS ASSEMBLIES FOR THE SUMMER TERM 

All Class Assemblies will take place on Thursday mornings at 9.10am in the school hall: 

Thursday 13th June: Hummingbirds 

Thursday 20th June: Toucan 

Thursday 27th June: Ladybirds 

Thursday 4th   July: Flamingos 

Thursday 12th July: Caterpillars 

 

Y5 & 6 do not do class assemblies this term as they will be working on their summer term production. 

 

 

 
              

           

Email: adminoffice@potleyhill.hants.sch.uk www.potleyhill.hants.sch.uk  
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