
 
Bulletin 7th September 2018 

Dear Parents/Carers 

 

WELCOME BACK 

The children appear refresher after their summer holiday break and raring to go!  We are pleased to 

welcome back Mr Farrer as a fully-fledged teacher in Shark Class, following his training last year with us. We 

also have two lovely new teachers: Miss Anstey and Miss Clarke in Toucan Class and Tiger Class 

respectively. At half term, we will also see Mrs Djeneralovic return from maternity leave two days per week.  

 

Just a reminder that all pupils will be given a blue Home/School Link Book to enable good communication 

and for parents to write in any notes. Teachers are working with pupils completing early morning tasks from 

8.40am so Mrs Conroy, Mrs Shafto or Mrs Gontard are also available in the school office for any enquiries 

or issues. Every school is required to have a Designated Safeguarding Leader (DSL) for any issues related to 

the safety and well-being of children. At Potley, that is myself, with Mr Jordan and Mrs Conroy being the 

Deputy DSLs.  All of us are available for any confidential issues.  Please also take note of the ‘Recommended 

Procedures for Parents’ table which is included in this bulletin – this directs parents to the best member of 

staff to talk to in the school when issues arise.  

 

OUR KEY STRATEGIC FOCI FOR 18-19 

Each year, the school participates in a range of activities focusing on self-evaluation. This includes feedback 

from children via their annual survey, along with responses from parents as well as other members of the 

school community and school performance data. Based on this information, we have developed the following 

priorities: 

 

Priority 1: To enhance 

quality of teaching and 

learning in all subjects 

This priority is ongoing, looking at how we can support children so that 

the vast majority are able to reach the end of year Key Performance 

Indicators for Reading, Writing and Maths as well as other subjects across 

the curriculum.  We will be developing more outstanding teaching, 

continuing to address gaps in pupils’ understanding and improving 

outcomes for FSM and Pupil Premium children. In reading, we aim to 

increase children’s breadth of reading and knowledge of key vocabulary, 

leading to better inference skills, particularly in KS2 with the more 

challenging texts. In spelling, we have changed from online practice to using 

spelling journals and CPG books to practise key skills for homework. 

Oracy development will also be a core part of our work to ensure children 

have the verbal skills to communicate and learn. In other subjects, 

Computing and E-Safety will be a large part of our development work this 

year as we have a new scheme of work to implement and keeping children 

safe online is becoming a much greater focus in education.   

Priority 2: To continue to 

enhance the emotional 

health & well-being of all 

pupils 

This priority involves continuing to develop our provision for nurture, 

including specific interventions alongside good practice in the classroom 

with regular circle times and ‘Growth Mindset’ activities (see below). We 

would like to equip all children for the challenges of the future, developing 

important skills such as perseverance, determination and resilience. This 

year, we will be introducing some ‘drop-in’ sessions for parents needing 

advice with Mrs Elkins. We will be continuing our ‘Daily Mile’ now have 

our outdoor sound system so we can jog to music! We will also be 



carrying on our ‘Balanceability’ sessions for YR and Y1 and ‘Bikeability’ for 

Y6. Our aim is to complete our accreditation of the Wellbeing Awards for 

Schools.  

 

WHY IS READING IMPORTANT? 

Evidence suggests that children who read for enjoyment every day 

not only perform better in reading tests than those who don’t, but 

also develop a broader vocabulary, increased general knowledge and 

a better understanding of other cultures. In fact, there’s evidence to 

suggest that reading for pleasure is more likely to determine 

whether a child does well at school than their social or economic 

background. 

 
What difference could I make as a parent?  

The short answer is: a lot! Parents are by far the most important 

educators in a child’s life and it’s never too young for a child to 

start, even if you’re only reading with your child for a few minutes a day.  

 

Building vocabulary and understanding  

Learning to read is about listening and understanding as well as working out print. Through 

hearing stories, children are exposed to a rich and wide vocabulary. This helps them build 

their own vocabulary and improve their understanding when they listen, which is vital as they 

start to read. It’s important for them to understand how stories work as well. Even if your 

child doesn’t understand every word, they’ll hear new sounds, words and phrases which they 

can then try out, copying what they have heard. As children start to learn to read at school, 

you can play an important role in helping to keep them interested in books, finding out what 

interests them and helping them to find books that will be engaging and fun for them. Give 

time to helping them practise reading the books they will bring home from school. 

 
  

 
 

YEAR GROUP NEWSLETTERS 

Each year team will shortly be sending out a newsletter outlining the main aspects of the curriculum covered 

this term as well as other relevant day-to-day information.  These should be with you on Monday and will be 

available via the website.  

 
ROALD DAHL DANCE WORKSHOPS 

Next week, we are holding a series of dance workshops for 

all classes, based on the theme of Roald Dahl. They will be led 

by a qualified dancer from the West End in Schools Theatre 

Group.  

For Y3 to Y6 children, their dances will be based on Charlie 

and the Chocolate Factory and will take place throughout 

TUESDAY.  



For YR to Y2 children, their dances will be based on the book The Enormous Crocodile and take place 

throughout WEDNESDAY.  

We will be asking for a small, voluntary contribution from parents towards this cost of these workshops and 

for an M&M Theatre production of ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ which is happening later in the term. This request 

will be issued separately for both activities later on in October.  

 

 

To celebrate Roald Dahl day on Thursday 13th September, we are inviting children to come to school 

wearing a costume linked to Roald Dahl and his characters. This is not compulsory, especially for 

children in YR whose parents were not given the advance notice that other parents received, being new 

starters! 

 
We are then inviting parents/carers in to watch the children perform their dances on the afternoon of 

Thursday 13th September at 2.30pm. We are a little unsure of the format until the workshops are actually 

carried out, but the plan is to have each class coming on to stage to perform, followed by the next while all 

parents watch the whole show. We will send out a text confirming timings on Tuesday evening.  

 
BULLETINS CHANGING TO BI-WEEKLY 

To reduce admin time and also free up parents from having to read school information every week, we will 

sending out our bulletins every other week, instead of the previous weekly basis. This will mean that this is 

no bulletin next week and the next one will be distributed on 21st September.  

 
BEFORE/AFTER SCHOOL PROTOCOL 

Please remind children that they are not permitted to play on either the Adventure Play equipment nor in 

the YR outside area before or after school. If they ride to school on either a bike or a scooter, they should 

be dismounting at the entrance gates and pushing their vehicle across the playground – this is for the safety 

of themselves and other pedestrians in these areas. ALL recent accidents after school have occurred because 

children have not followed these rules.  

 

FORTNITE GAMING 

 A lot of children have returned after the summer 

holiday and have told adults within the school that they 

have been playing on this popular App, some as young as 

4. This is particularly worrying since the game has a 

recommended PEGI of 12+ due to the levels of violence.  

Research has proved that repeated exposure to violence when children are young can have a negative 

impact on their behaviour. New guidelines have just been re-issued by the DFE in a document used by ALL 

schools, ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ – this includes a far greater focus on online safety for children 

than before, in line with growing national concerns. As part of school safeguarding procedures, we have to 

keep ongoing records of any concerns teachers may have regarding children. This includes concerns about 

access to age inappropriate Apps, Games and Videos. Please could parents check the rating of any media 

children regularly access at home – you can go to https://pegi.info/ and type in the name of any game etc. A 

help sheet re Fortnite is included at the bottom of this bulletin from www.nationalonlinesafety.com.  

 
UNIFORM - JEWELLERY 

Jewellery may only be worn for medical/religious reasons. 

We do allow one pair of small stud earrings to be worn but these must be removed for PE and games. 

The school will not accept responsibility for any accidents caused by wearing of earrings and other jewellery 

on the school premises.  We do not provide tape for children to cover earrings during PE or games 

– this should be sent in by parents for earrings cannot be removed after piercing.  It is 

recommended that all piercing takes place at the beginning of the summer holidays to give children’s ears a 

chance to heal before the start of the term.  

 
 

https://pegi.info/
http://www.nationalonlinesafety.com/


WHAT IS ‘GROWTH MINDSET?’ 

This year, we are continuing our work to promote a ‘growth mindset’ in children. The term ‘growth mindset’ 

was coined by Professor Carol Dweck at Standford University as a result of her quest spanning more than 30 

years to find out what motivates us to learn. It promotes the powerful idea that taking on challenges can grow 

and strengthen our brains, and that we have the power to make our brains stronger every day. 

 

 
 

 

 

 



HOMEWORK 

Specific details about due days are stated in year team’s individual letters. In response to parents’ views at 

Parent Council Meetings, we have altered some activities and spelling is no longer on-line – there is a separate 

letter about this and spelling journals and GPS (Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling) books will start going 

home next week.  

 

Reception  Daily reading at home – books and/or word lists 

 Weekly Phonics activity(starting in a few weeks) 

 Weekly practise towards maths targets  

 2 x spellings per week after Xmas 

Year 1/2  At least 4 x weekly Reading for 15 min each time 

 Weekly Mathletics activities (2 set on same night) 

 Regular practise of number bonds for Y1 and x2, x5 and x10 times tables (and 

related division facts) for Y2 

 Spelling practice in journals and GPS books 

 For Year 2 only, some reading/maths activities will be set from their revision 

booklets INSTEAD of using their reading texts or Mathletics 

Year 3-5  At least 4 x weekly Reading for 15 min each time 

 Weekly Mathletics activities (3 each week, set on same night) 

 At least 2 x 15min spelling practice using journals/CPG books 

 Times Table Rock Stars at least 2 x weekly 

Year 6   At least 4 x weekly Reading for 15 min each time. Some reading activities will 

be set from their revision booklets INSTEAD of doing their nightly read 

 Weekly Mathletics activities (4 short ones each week, set on same night). 

Some tasks may be from revision booklets instead 

 At least 2 x 15min spelling practice using journals/CPG books 

 Times Table Rock Stars at least 2 x weekly  
 During Spring term, daily revision exercises will be set for Y6 

 

NEW YR PARENTS WORKSHOP 

Our staff will be holding a workshop for all new YR parents on Monday 10th September at 9am in the hall. 

This is to go through key approaches such as reading and phonics.  

 

PTA MEETING 

Our first PTA meeting of the year will be held on Tuesday 11th September at 7.30pm.  All parents are 

welcome to attend and this does not mean that you have to form part of the committee so please come 

along if you are interested.  

 

YEAR 6 TRANSITION DAY TO FROGMORE COLLEGE 

All of our Year Sixes will be attending a taster day at Frogmore on Tuesday 18th September.  Pupils can come 

to Potley as normal for registration and we will walk them across.  Likewise at the end of the day, we will 

bring them back over for normal collection arrangements. There is also an Open Evening at Frogmore on 

Tuesday 18th September from 6:45 pm. 

 

OPEN MORNINGS AT POTLEY     

If your child has a birthday between 1st September 2014 and 31st August 2015, they are due to start school in 

September 2019.  We will be holding a series of open days this term to show parents around and provide 

them with all the information they need to apply in Hampshire.  Our sessions are: 

 Friday 28th September at 9.15am 

 Tuesday 9th October at 2pm 

 Tuesday 6th November at 9.15am 

 Wednesday 14th November at 2pm 



Each session will include a presentation by the Headteacher, a tour of the school, an opportunity to ask any 

specific questions and a pack of information. Parents only need to attend one suitable session as they will all 

follow the same format.  

 

CLASS ASSEMBLY DATES 

Our class assembly dates for the Autumn term are: 

Thursday 4th October: Leopard Class 

Thursday 11th October: Narwhal Class 

Thursday 18th October: Lion Class 

Thursday 22nd November: Dolphin Class 

Thursday 29th November: Tiger Class 

Thursday 6th December: Shark Class 

 

YR Nativity – Tuesday 11th December at 9.30am 

Y1/2 Xmas Production – Wednesday 12th December at 2.00pm & Thursday 13th December at 6.15pm (Parents 

and siblings aged 11 years plus). 
 

Class Assemblies will start at 9.10am 

 

CLUBS FOR AUTUMN TERM 

The list of clubs for the Autumn term will be going out next week and should be booked via ParentMail. Most 

teacher-led clubs will start w/c Monday17th September. Please note that KS1 clubs will only run for the first 

half term due to Xmas production rehearsals taking place in the second part of the term. Further clubs will be 

available in the Spring term for YRs once they have settled fully into school life. Please take note of different 

dates for external, paid clubs. 

 

CONGRATULATIONS  

Mrs Burningham gave birth to a healthy baby boy a week early on the 21st July and has named him Thomas 

Daniel. I am sure that she will be visiting the children soon with baby Thomas – she reports that he thinks that 

night-time is party time! 

Miss Bucknell also got married over the summer holiday! However she has decided to keep her current name 

in school for the meantime (her new name is Mrs Smith).  

 

 

 

‘TOP HAT OF THE WEEK’ 

 

Child/ren Reason 

Flamingo Abbie D For using her Yellow thinking hat to be enthusiastic about starting 

Year 2. 

Hummingbird Emily J For using her, White and Green thinking hat to ensure she included 

lots of description in her holiday recount. 

Toucan Oliver S For using his Green thinking hat when talking about materials in 

Science. 

Dolphin Will C For using his Yellow thinking hat to approach all his learning with 

positivity and enthusiasm. 

Narwhal Melody P For using her Green thinking hat to create amazing artwork. 

Shark Jack H For using his Red & Green thinking hats to make a positive start to 

year 3 in all subjects. 

Leopard Alice K For using her White thinking hat to recall facts to discuss the 

Egyptians. 



Lion Dylan G For using his White and Black thinking hats to identify countries and 

continents on a world map. 

Tiger Henry W Using his Blue thinking hat Henry used his initiative when following 

classroom routines.  An impressive start to the new school year! 

 

  

CALENDAR DATES 

DATE EVENT 

Monday 23rd July INSET 

Monday 3rd September INSET  

Tuesday 4th September Children return for new academic year 

Monday 10th September New YR parent workshop at 9am 

Tuesday 11th September KS2 Dance workshops with West End Theatre 

PTA meeting at 7.30pm 

Wednesday 12th September KS1 Dance workshops with West End Theatre 

Thursday 13th September Dress up day linked to Roald Dahl. Dance show for parents 

during the afternoon 

Tuesday 18th September Y6 Taster day at Frogmore CC 

Thursday 4th October Leopard Class Assembly 9.10am 

Thursday 11th October Narwhal Class Assembly 9.10am 

Y1/2 visit to Bird World 

Tuesday 16th October PTA AGM 7.30pm 

Wednesday 17th October Parent Consultations 

Thursday 18th October Lion Class Assembly 9.10am 

Y1/2 Fire Safety Day 

Parent Consultations 

W/c22nd October Half term week 

Tuesday 30th October M&M Theatre Production: Jack and the Beanstalk 

Thursday 1st November PTA Halloween Disco 

Thursday 8th & Friday 9th November Mayan History Workshops for Y3/4 

Thursday 15th November Individual photographs 

Thursday 22nd November Dolphin Class Assembly 9.10am 

Saturday 24th November PTA Xmas Fair 

Thursday 29th November Tiger Class Assembly 9.10am 

Monday 3rd December YR to Y5 Flu immunisations 

Thursday 6th December Shark Class Assembly 9.10am 

Monday 10th December YR Nativity to rest of school 

Tuesday 11th December YR Nativity to parents at 9.30pm 

Y1/2 Xmas Performance to rest of school at 2pm 

Wednesday 12th December Y1/2 Xmas Performance to parents/carers at 2pm 

Thursday 13th December Y1/2 Xmas Performance to parents/carers at 6.15pm 

W/c Monday 17th December Year Group Xmas parties in the afternoon 

Tuesday 18th December Rock Steady Performance to parents/carers/school at 9.10pm 

Friday 21st December End of Autumn term. School closes at 1pm 

Monday 7th January INSET 

Tuesday 8th January Spring term begins for children 

W/c 18th February Half term week 

Friday 5th April Last day of Spring term 

Monday 22nd April Summer term begins  

Throughout May KS1 testing period 

Friday 3rd May INSET – school closed 

Wednesday 8th May – Friday 10th May Y4 Residential trip (Adventurous Activities) 



W/c Monday 13th May Y6 SATs week 

W/c 27th May Half term week 

W/c Monday 10th June Y1 Phonics testing week 

W/c Monday 8th July to Friday 12th July Y6 Residential to France 

Friday 19th July Last day of Summer term 

Monday 22nd July INSET – school closed 

Tuesday 23rd July INSET – school closed 
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