
 

Welcome to Reception and to Potley Hill School! Your children have settled in really well and we have thoroughly enjoyed our first weeks with them.  

The Butterfly Class Teacher 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Stark 

We are always available for  

questions or to discuss any  

concerns.  Please contact us via the  

Home-School Link Book or contact 

the office to make an appointment  

   with one of us.   

Early Years  Team Leader:  

Mrs Wilson 

If you need to discuss any  
concerns or have any questions,  
please make an  appointment with 
the office or speak to Mrs Wilson 
directly ( In school Mon-Thurs). 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The New Classroom! 

 

 

 

 

 

The Butterfly Class Volunteer The Butterfly Class LSA’s 

Dates for the Diary! 

23rd September- Readings starts. Parent helpers 

needed please. 

24th October- Class Trip to the Gordon Brown  

Centre 

6th December AM- Nativity to Parents 

 

We look forward to working with 

you as your child begins this new 

and exciting journey through  

Potley Hill School.  

The Reception Team 

Mrs Haseeb 

 

Mrs Wheeler 

 

Mrs Keatley  

AKA Nana Mary 

Mrs Wetherill 

The builders and teachers have been busy 

over the summer creating a fantastic new 

learning environment. The wall separating 

the two old classrooms has been taken down 

meaning there is now one large room that 

allows for  focussed zoned areas.  

The children have thoroughly enjoyed  

exploring there new surroundings and have 

settled in brilliantly.  
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 Reminders 

Please make sure your child has a pair of jogging 

bottoms in their PE kit, otherwise they will get 

very chilly when they go outside for PE during the 

colder months.PE lessons will be on Thursday for 

but PE kits should be in school every day.  

Please send in a water bottle filled with fresh 

water daily. Can these not be carried in book bags 

as they often leak and damage reading books.  

Please practise doing up coats and tucking in 

shirts. 

Children need wellington boots in school every-

day so they can play and learn outside. 

If you have written a message in your child’s 

home school link book, please hand the book 

directly to your child’s class teacher in the  

morning.  

Please look at the outside board regularly to see 

the book we are covering in class the next week. 

It would be lovely if you have the book at home 

for you to read it with your child. 

WOW Stickers 

The stickers are for milestones and wow          

moments in your child’s development. Please try 

to complete at least one for each of the above 

areas before Christmas.  

Reading 

Our daily reading sessions will be on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 8.45-9.45am commencing 23rd September. 

Volunteer readers sit with children on a 1:1 basis and share the book they read at home and their new book. If we are lucky and 

have lots of helpers, we may also be able to go over phonics and word lists. In order for your children to read every day in school, 

we would be grateful if we had the support of at least five adult helpers per day. Just turn up for any reading session—we will be very happy to 

see you! The children will start reading by bringing home their first set of words and a picture book. Please could you discuss the pictures with 

your child, as modelled on the CD at the parent workshop. Please can you note the continuous number in your child’s Reading Record every time 

they have read at home, with the corresponding number, so they can receive their reading challenge certificates. If you need any clarification, 

please do come and speak to any member of staff.  

 

 

Communication and Language 

The children will be developing their vocabulary and listening skills. They will be encouraged to question and respond appropriately. They will 
develop their concentration and learn to sit quietly during adult led activities. 

Physical Development 

The children will be showing their teacher how fast and independently they dress and undress for PE lessons.  They will explore the indoor and 
outdoor spaces and learn to move safely and confidently in a variety of ways. They will use simple tools and practise cutting to affect changes in 
materials. Please practise using scissors at home. 

Mathematical Development 

We will begin to develop their interest in numbers through counting songs, rhymes and games.  We will encourage the children to count reliably 
up to 10 and beyond, recognise numbers and order them correctly. We will introduce maths target cards after half term. We will send a letter 
with more details closer to the time.  

Literacy 

The children will learn to recognise their name and start to write it correctly with a capital letter at the beginning. Please keep their cursive name 
card at home to keep practising correct letter formation. They will begin to learn initial letter sounds and practise a corresponding Jolly Phonics 
action. Instruction sheets for these actions will be sent home on a weekly basis.  

Personal, Social & Emotional Development 

In the first term we will introduce routines and  expectations and show the children where the resources are kept so they become more  

independent.  We will encourage and help them to build relationships so they are happy and confident. 

Understanding the World 

We will use our senses to explore our environment and will make seasonal observations. Your child will cook regularly and in order for this to be 
successful we ask for a termly contribution of £3 towards the cost of ingredients.  Please return in a named envelope to the class teacher.  

Expressive Arts and Design 

In art we will be painting and begin to learn how to make observational  drawings. Through messy play we will explore a variety of different     
media. In music we will sing, learn action rhymes and engage in various music making activities. In dance we will be moving to music. The children 
will demonstrate their improved confidence and creative skills when they perform the end of term Nativity for you. 

This Term’s Topics are ‘Magical Me’ and ‘Festive Fun’ 

Word Sets 

We work through 23 sets of  regularly used 

words that the children need to be able to 

read and recognise. These will be stuck at 

the front of their reading record book. 

Please support your children in learning 

these words through matching games and 

regular repetition. The class teacher or LSA 

will sign the current set once completed and 

give the children the next set to learn.  
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