
Happy New Year to you and your family!    

Firstly, we must say a massive thank you for the lovely  

Christmas cards and presents. We hope you all had a relaxing Christmas holiday with your families . 

All the Reception staff had a super holiday and are ready to get back into the swing of things at 

school. We hope your children are as excited as we are to start the new term.  

                             Reception Diary Dates      
Chicks Arrive! - 16h March  

Butterfly Class Assembly– Thursday 19th March at 9.10am 

Mum’s and Loved Ones Afternoon-Friday 20th March at 1.15pm 

Hot Cross Bun Walk– Wednesday 1st April  

Reading 

 

Our daily reading sessions are on 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 

8.40-9.30am.  

Volunteer readers sit with children on a 1:1 basis 

and share the book they read at home and their 

new book. If we are lucky and have lots of  

helpers, they are also able to go 

over phonics and word lists.   

In order for your children to 

read every day in school, we 

would be grateful if we had the  

support of at least two adult 

helpers per class, per day. Sadly last term we 

often had nobody. If this is to continue this term 

we may not be able to guarantee that each child 

reads every day. 

Also, please remember to read with your child 

daily at home or at least four times as stated in 

the Home School Agreement. It really does boost 

the children’s progress and confidence with 

reading. They are so keen and very aware of what 

others do!  

Alongside the children's phonic homework we will 

now be introducing one spelling on a Friday. Please 

return the practise sheet to school the following 

Monday.  The spelling will be assessed by the  

teacher  and  a smiley face will be given to those 

children who have learnt it.  

PE Reminders 

 

PE lessons will be on a Thursday but PE kits should 

be in school everyday. Please ensure the kit include 

shorts so the children are able to use the apparatus. 

All items need to labelled as otherwise it is  

impossible to return clothing to 

its correct owner. This includes 

school cardigans and jumpers!  

No earrings are permitted so 

please remove them at home or 

ensure that the children can do 

it themselves.  

Please make sure your child has 

a pair of jogging bottoms in 

their PE kit for outdoor PE. 

Cooking Money 

We hope your child enjoyed bringing home their 

freshly made treats last term. Your child cooks on a 

weekly or fortnightly basis and in order for this to 

be successful we ask for a termly contribution of 

£3 towards the cost of  

ingredients. Please pay this via 

Parent Mail.  

Request 

This term we will be doing lots of junk modelling so please send in cereal boxes, kitchen roll tubes, food 

boxes….anything you think will be helpful for us! We do ask that you check the items are clean before 

you send them in.   

Also, if any parents have any wooden or wicker baskets, big or small, we would love them! 



This Term’s Topics are  

‘Up, Up and Away!’ and  

‘Full of the Joys of Spring’ 

Communication and Language 

We will be encouraging children to use language to imagine 

and recreate roles and experiences in play 

situations. We will expect children to 

maintain attention, concentration and sit 

quietly during appropriate activities. 

You can help your child by: Encouraging 

them to talk about their likes and  

dislikes and give an opinion.  

Mathematical Development 
In practical activities and discussion, we will begin to use 

the vocabulary involved in adding and subtracting. We will 

find the total number of items in two groups 

by counting all of them. We will also be looking 

at the language of time e.g. days of the week. 

We will be teaching the names of 3D shapes and discuss-

ing their properties e.g. corners, faces, sides.  

You can help your child by: Counting and adding  

together 2 groups of pasta, buttons, Lego, cars etc.  

Please make sure you check your child’s maths targets 

regularly and work on them each week. 

Understanding the World 

In the first half term, we will be learning about stars, 

planets and the moon. We’ll be reading lots of story books 

linked to night-time and space. In the second half term, 

we’ll be thinking about Spring. We will be welcoming in our 

Mums and loved ones to celebrate Mothering Sunday. We 

will learn about Easter and the changes in the season. 

Excitingly, we’ll have hatching eggs that will 

(hopefully!) turn into very fluffy chicks! 

 You can help your child by: Exploring 

space and night-time books, websites etc. 

Help them to think about the differences  

between night and day and also the different seasons.  

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

We will be continuing with our Kodaly music. We 

will be using paint, experimenting with 

different textures. and making junk model  

spaceships and rockets. We will perform in a 

class assembly in March which will involve singing,  

acting and dancing—something to look forward to!  

You can help your child by: Encouraging your child to look 

for items at home they would like to bring in for junk 

modelling that may be useful.  

Personal, Social & Emotional Development 

This term we will thinking about how our own 

actions affect other people and what we can 

do if we upset others. 

We will be learning to explain our own 

knowledge and understanding and ask  

appropriate questions of others. 

You can help your child by: Encouraging good manners and 

showing a respect for other people. Asking open ended 

questions will encourage their thinking. 

 

Physical Development 
We will be developing our confidence with travelling 

around, under, over and through balancing and climbing 

equipment. We’ll be working on controlling an 

object by patting, throwing, catching or  

kicking it. We will be learning to jump off a 

variety of objects and thinking about how to 

land safely. You can help your child by: 

Taking them to the park or soft play to  

encourage climbing and jumping skills.  

Literacy 

We will continue to segment the sounds in simple words 

and blend them together to allow us to read words and 

simple sentences. We will continue to write our name,  

labels and captions. We will also attempt to 

write short sentences in meaningful contexts.  

We will be developing the children’s Oracy 

skills by focussing on key topic words. Look out 

for our ‘Walk and Talk’ board that will let you know the 

words we have been talking about in school! 

You can help your child by: Asking them to say the 

sounds in 3 lettered words using their fingers to show this 

i.e. c-a-t or s-u-n. Helping your child to write their name 

using cursive handwriting and a capital letter at the start. 

Talk about the words on our board. 

 

WOW Stickers 

Thank you for the stickers you have returned this term. We have loved reading what your children have 

been busy doing at home! The stickers are for milestones and wow moments in your child’s  

development, not a reoccurring event or achievement. Please try to complete at least one for each of the above 

areas before Easter.   


