
  
 

Working together to be the best we can possibly be. 
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4.13 

10th January 2025 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Happy New Year! We were delighted to welcome all our pupils and their families back to school this 
week.  
 

Safeguarding: 

 
 
 



Wellbeing and mental health: 

 
 

You suggested, we listened: Trackit Lights We have considered the 

suggestion from parents and carers to see the orange and yellow Trackit 

Lights that indicate warnings given to pupils for anti-social behaviours and 

agree it is a really good idea. Please keep checking your Trackit Light app and 

the orange and yellow Trackits should soon be visible. If you would like some 

help downloading the app, please speak to the office in the first instance. 
 

Dinner bookings: 

Please ensure you have booked meals for your child(ren) on MCAS in advance. When registers are taken 

in the morning we do check and will book the main meal if a child says they do not have a home packed 

lunch. If no booking is made by parents or during registration, children will be provided with a ham or 

cheese sandwich school packed lunch. 
 



Year 3 Parent and Carer School Dinner: 30th January 2025: 
We would like to invite Year 3 parents and carers to join us for school dinner on Thursday 30th January. 

The meal will be our extremely popular (and very delicious) roast dinner.  

Parents and carers are asked to purchase their school dinner through MCAS under the Products and 

Trips tab. The meal will cost £3.60. Meal choice and payment must be made by Friday 24th January 

please. 

Please complete this form to book your meal once payment has been made on MCAS:  

https://forms.office.com/e/VB1gSULyN2 
 

Unfortunately, we can only offer for one parent or carer to attend. This will be an annual event moving 

forwards so will be repeated next academic year. 

Children in Year 3 who prefer to have a home packed lunch will still have opportunity for their parent 

or carer to join them. Adults can still order a school dinner or bring a packed lunch from home to sit to 

eat with their child.  

Please would parents and carers of Year 3 children arrive for school dinner at 12.20pm. 
 

NHS Pharmacy First Service: 

Did you know that the NHS Pharmacy First Service enables children and adults to get convenient access 

to healthcare advice and treatment where appropriate, for seven common conditions without the 

potential delay of having to wait for a GP appointment? Accessing the service may mean that we can 

help children feel better and get back to school as quickly as possible, as well as supporting 

parents/carers to also get better if they are unwell with one of the conditions covered under the 

service. 

There is no need to make an appointment; parents or carers can pop into their local Boots pharmacy 

with their child and ask for help under the service. 

Support for the following conditions can be accessed under the service, free of charge (unless NHS 

prescription charges apply): 

Common condition Patient eligibility 

Earache 1 to 17 years 

Impetigo 1 year and over 

Infected insect bites and stings 1 year and over  

Sore throats 5 years and over  

Sinusitis 12 years and over  

Uncomplicated urinary tract Women 16 to 64 years  

Shingles 18 years and over 

 

Clubs: 

We have availability in KS1 Football (£5 per week) on a Monday afterschool and KS1 Colouring Club on 

Monday lunchtime. All other clubs are currently full but children can be added to the waiting lists. If 

your child does not wish to continue in a club, please let us know so we can offer the place. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/e/VB1gSULyN2


Victorian Day Photo: 
As you will remember, our extremely talented Miss Housden took a 
photograph of the whole primary school to mark the 180th 
anniversary of The Rackham just before October half term. A copy of 
the photograph is available in the office for parents and carers to see 
and order.    
 

 
 

Supporting your anxious child course: 

🗓️ Dates: Tuesday evenings, 14th January - 28th January 

2025 

🕕 Time: 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM 

💻 Location: Online 

 

This 3-week evening course is designed to help parents and 

caregivers understand and support children dealing with 

anxiety. 

🌟 Key Features: 

• Evening sessions, convenient for working parents 

• Practical tips and strategies 

• Supportive, expert-led environment 

  

📲 Apply now: Course Details | ontrack: Learner Hub 

 

 

 

 
 

Donation requests: 
 

We would be very grateful for donations of wool please. Any colours, although bright 

and vibrant colours would be especially welcomed.  

 

 

 

If you have had a sort through jigsaw puzzles or board games over the Christmas 

holiday, please consider donating them to school. We would be pleased to receive 

puzzles up to 200 pieces. Thank you in advance for your kindness and help.  

 

 

Parking:  

Several cars are parking on double yellow lines, on the zigzags and in the bus bay. Families that have a 

blue badge are politely requested to display their badge clearly. As a community we must consider 

everyone’s safe access in and out of school. Vehicles that are parked on the double yellow lines or zig 

zag lines are parking illegally at all times. This includes during Breakfast Club and Afterschool club drop 

off/collection. Please can you also ensure you are parking considerately in the surrounding roads. 
 

https://ebsontrackprospect-ccc.tribal-ebs.com/Page/Prospectus_CourseOverview?uio_id=4177


Learn to ride cycle training: 

Thank you to all those who have registered an interest in the Learn to Ride Cycle training. We have 

registered our interest but have been placed on a waiting list for further funding. We will be touch with 

those who have registered when we hear more. 
 

Leo’s and Lion’s WInter Warmer event: 
 

The Leo’s and Lion’s are holding a 'Winter Warmer' event at Ely 
Cathedral Centre between 10am and 2pm this Saturday 11th 
January.   
 
They are giving away clean, good condition coats, hats, scarves, 
gloves & blankets to keep families warm and cozy this winter.  We 
will also be providing a warm welcoming space, with free tea, coffee 
& biscuits.   
 
 

FREE: Family First magazine: 
 

        
Use this link to download your free copy: https://familyfirst.co.uk/issue1-25 
 

Term dates for 2025 – 2026: 
Term dates for next academic year are now available on the website and can be found here. 
 

Girlguiding: 

Did you know Girlguiding is active in your community? 1st Witchford Rainbows, 1st Witchford Brownies 

and 1st Witchford Guides provide a range of extracurricular activities for girls aged 4-7, 7-10 and 10-14. 

We work through a variety of Girlguiding themes, go on adventures, play games, do crafts, bake, take 

part in community events, undertake challenges, learn new skills and most importantly, have FUN! 

Would your daughter like to join us? We meet in Witchford on Tuesdays in term time, 4:30-5:30 for 

Rainbows, 6:00-7:30 for Brownies, and Guides meet 6:30-8:00. Rainbows is currently at capacity and 

running a waiting list, but there are spaces available at Brownies and Guides. Please see  

www.girlguiding.org.uk for more information, or contact us directly using  

witchfordrainbows@gmail.com / witchfordbrownies@gmail.com / witchford.guides@gmail.com.  
 

Would you like to volunteer with Girlguiding? We help all girls to know they can do anything! Are you 

curious, adaptable, thoughtful, ambitious? Could your skills compliment Girlguiding in Witchford? 

Please see www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested for more information.  
 

Your local Girlguiding leaders, Ellen, Robyn, Brown Owl, Arctic Owl, Butterfly and Squirrel. 
 

Uniform orders: 
Uniform items for school and pre-school pupils (including jumpers and cardigans) are now available 
from Sigma. 
Pre-School: Clubs & Groups - Sigma Embroidery & Printing 
Primary School:  Clubs & Groups - Sigma Embroidery & Printing 
Orders must be placed by parents and carers and can be collected from Sigma Embroidery on Sedgeway 
Business Park, Witchford. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://familyfirst.co.uk/issue1-25
https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/news-and-school-calendar/termdates
http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/
mailto:witchfordrainbows@gmail.com
mailto:witchfordbrownies@gmail.com
mailto:witchford.guides@gmail.com
http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested
https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/clubs-groups-shop?filter_catid=177
https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/clubs-groups-shop?filter_catid=172&start=0


Attendance: 
The Rackham has an updated policy on Attendance. Please follow this link to read the policy on the 
school website.   
Thank you to all our parents and carers for supporting our drive for improved attendance. The 

Government has identified a child’s attendance of 96% and above is the key figure to give best chance 

of academic progress. Please can we remind you that absence must be reported to the office by 9am on 

each day of absence.  
 

This week’s attendance: 96.6% 

 
 

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Monday. 
 

Best wishes, 
 

Miss Turner 
 

Dates for your diary: 

14th January 

15th January 

FWR EGM in the school hall at 7.30pm 

Deadline for applications for Primary school admission in September 2025 

W\C 20th January  

30th January  Y3 Parent or carer school dinner (bookings required) 

3rd February Children’s Mental Health Week 

10th February 

11th February 

Year 4 to Burwell House (10th – 12th February) 

Safer Internet Day 
 HALF TERM 

W\C 24th February  

W\C 3rd March Parent’s Evenings this week 

12th March Y1 Parent’s Information Evening Phonics Screen Check (booking required nearer 

the time) 

19th March Parent’s Information Evening Y6 SATs (booking required nearer the time) 

27th March Y2 Parent or carer school dinner (booking required nearer the time) 

4th April Last day of term  

 

https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/key-information/policy-library

