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Working together to be the best we can possibly be.
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4.13

Dear Parents and Carers,

12t September 2025

Thank you to those families who joined us for Meet the Teachers this week. It was a total pleasure to
welcome you into school, and the children were so happy to share their morning with you too! Please
follow this link and then select your child’s year group to find a copy of the slides used at the meetings
this week: The Rackham C of E (VC) Primary School Select the Parents tab then Class information.

Safeguarding:
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https://www.rackhamprimaryschool.com/

Wellbeing and Mental Health:

=10 TopiTipsifor{Parentsiand|Educators

P: PROMOTING PHYSICAL / i
2. WELLBEING
. | - ma:h ' l,‘mﬂ“:NJOY;’ENT“O\Iﬂl’ Do c h = | d h 0 0 d

e 4
MIX MOVEMENT 1 C p 1

2 WITH LEARNING

Join the growing movement of parents
choosing to wait to give their children
smartphones & social media

3 CREATE
Sign
4 PROVIDE POSITIVE THE pARENT pAcT
REINFORCEMENT )

Delay smartphones & social media
Over 135,000 sign ups
v Takes 30 seconds to sign
" Reduces peer pressure

Vv View live local leaderboards

Meet Qur Expert

» SMARTPHONE
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We are turning The Rackham yellow for one day, Friday 10" October 2025:

 vounossns — i N Children a'nd adults can choose which par'f of their usual
Hello 2t HeIIoYeIIolw _ school uniform to turn yellow. Thank you in advance for
Ye“ow foryoung people’s "4 your support. Please donate via this link:
FRIDAY 100CT 'r, mental health. .4 https://shop.youngminds.org.uk/shop/checkout/make-a-
B I 5 | donation

More than 1 in 4 young people have a probable mental
health condition. Many aren't getting the help they need, when they need it. Some don’t even know
where to turn, who to talk to, or if anyone else feels the same.

By wearing yellow on World Mental Health Day (10th October), and donating what you can, you can
show young people that they are not alone and that things can get better.

Composer for this half term:

Until October half term holiday, our focus composer is John Williams, the legend behind the Star Wars
soundtrack, Indiana Jones and ET plus many more. Listen here: BBC Proms - 2025: The Planets and Star
Wars at the Proms - BBC iPlayer

Flu vaccinations:

Flu has had a serious impact on the health of England’s population over the past two winters.
Vaccinating your child helps reduce the risk of serious illness and plays an important role in protecting
vulnerable individuals in your community, friends and family.

Our team will be visiting your child’s school soon to offer the flu vaccine. You can choose between the

quick, painless nasal spray or a pork gelatine-free injection.

Click here for further information: https://bed.schoolvaccination.uk/flu/2025/cambsandpeterborough

The form is available in 10 languages— select yours when it opens.

If you do not wish your child to be vaccinated, please submit a decline via the same link to avoid further
contact from our team. Note: School aged children cannot receive this vaccination with their GP unless
they are clinically vulnerable.



https://shop.youngminds.org.uk/shop/checkout/make-a-donation
https://shop.youngminds.org.uk/shop/checkout/make-a-donation
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002j8s0/bbc-proms-2025-the-planets-and-star-wars-at-the-proms
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002j8s0/bbc-proms-2025-the-planets-and-star-wars-at-the-proms
https://bed.schoolvaccination.uk/flu/2025/cambsandpeterborough

Please see below for details of new clubs that will be running next
term.

Club Day Time Year Group Dates

Colouring Club Monday Lunchtime: Y1landY2 22" September to
12.45-13.15pm 20t™ October

Christmas Card Club Monday Lunchtime: Y1 and Y2 10" November to 8t
12.45-13.15pm December

Needlework Club Tuesday After school: Y5 and Y6 23 September to 9t
3.15-4.15pm December

Picture Book Club Wednesday | Lunchtime: Y1 and Y2 24t September to
12.45-13.15pm 22" October

Construction Club Thursday Lunchtime: Y1landY2 25t September to
12.45-13.15pm 23" October

Choir Thursday After school: Y3to Y6 25t September to 4t
3.15-4.15pm December

Art Club Thursday After school: Y3 to Y6 25t September to
3.15-4.15pm 23" October

Introduction to Netball Thursday After school: Y1l andY2 25™ September to
3.15-4.15pm 23" October

How to book:

Booking for clubs opens at 6pm on Friday 12t September.

All clubs will begin during WC 22" September and run to half term. Clubs that are continuing for the
second half of the autumn term will begin again during WC 4 November.

All clubs running in the second half of the autumn term will finish during WC 1t December.

Donation requests:
Our KS1 classes will be needing some 2 litre plastic bottles for science in the coming weeks. If you have
any that you could donate to us, please bring them to the office.

We are also looking for any needlework supplies that are no longer required and would be very grateful
for any donations to our needlework club. Many thanks.

Parking:
Please ensure you are parking considerately at all times. Please avoid blocking driveways and parking on

the pavements on Main Street and surrounding roads. Parking is not permitted in the pub car park
unless you are a customer.

Topic webs:
Please click here to view our topic webs for each year group for this term.

Uniform orders:

Uniform items for school and pre-school pupils are now available from Sigma. Home - Sigma Embroidery
& Printing

Orders must be placed by parents and carers and will then be delivered to school and given to the
children to bring home.



https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/curriculum/curriculum-topic-webs
https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/
https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/

PE and Games days:

Please see below
Thursday Monday
Wednesday Monday
Friday Tuesday
Tuesday Wednesday
Friday Wednesday
Thursday Wednesday
Wednesday Friday
Monday Friday
Tuesday Thursday

Rowan class will have PE on a Thursday and Ash class on a Friday. These sessions will take place outside
as much as possible so please ensure children are dressed for the weather.
Forest school: Will begin when the children are full-time. More information to follow.

Please can all children in the Reception classes bring in a pair of wellies to keep at school as soon as
possible. These are for use in the mud kitchen, sand pit and the forest when our sessions start.

FWR events:
Please join FWR for a glass of wine and refreshments at their Annual General Meeting on Tuesday 16
September at 7pm. We look forward to welcoming you.
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Everyone welcome
Guest Speaker: Amy Ruffell,
Cambridgeshire’s Lead for When
Smartphone Free Childhood 7.30pm,
Wednesday 8"
Worried about your child’s smartphone use? ~ ©ctober 2025
Wondering when to give them their first Where
smartphone? Ely St Johns
Community Primary
Keen to chat to other parents about phones? ~ School
St John's Rd, Ely CB6
Come along for an open, honest, non- i
judgmental conversation about the impact of FREE EVENT




OUR HOLIDAY CLUB IS PACKED WITH:
« GAMES & SPORTS

ALL CHILDREN ARE WELCOME

October Half-term

o C{w(my%

ST MARYS JR SCHOOL, HIGH 8.00 am - 5.45pm £35
BARNS, ELY CB7 4RB 9.00 am - 4.00pm £27

LOOKING FOR EXCITING ACTIVITIES, NEW
FRIENDS, AND NON-STOP FUN THIS SCHOOL
BREAK?

ARTS & CRAFTS ‘
FOREST SCHOOL
CREATIVE BAKING OPE
"ENTO AGE 4
NERF CHALLENGES (ATSCHOOL, - YEAR 7
SAFE, FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT
DATES:
MONDAY 27™ OCTOBER

TO
FRIDAY 31°" OCTOBER

— EpE

SCAN THE QR CODE FOR BOOKINGS OR E

EMAIL
INFO@ACTIVEPLAYEDUCATION.CO.UK E

A Night of ¥

+ I

Join Dave & Steve
Celebrate with them singing a
mix of 1950s and 1960s classics

- PRIZE FOR THE BEST DRESSED 4
Friday 19"September
St Andrews Hall Witchford
Tickets £10

Including Refreshments
Contact: 07761341325

COME ALONG FOR A FREE
TASTER SESSION!

WEEKLY COACHED TRAINING
ALL ABILITIES WELCOME!

ELY CITY

HOCKEY CLUB
JUNIOR SECTION

Lod by qualified coaches, our weekly training
sessions provide a fun, engaging and safe
environment for young players to learn and
anjoy playing hockey.

All age groups welcome. The following
sassions are held during term time:
/' QUICKSTICKS - SCHOOL YEARS 1-5
¢ TUESDAYS 5.306.30PM

/' IN2HOCKEY - SCHOOL YEARS 6.9
N TUESDAYS 6.45.7.45PM

‘TEEN HOCKEY - SCHOOL YEARS 815
WEDNESDAYS 7.00-8.00PM

=
v FOR MORE INFO: EMAIL

e TLYIUNIORHOCKEY @GMAIL COM
You can find us at Ely Outdoor Sports
Association (behind Ely Leisure Village)
Downham Road, Ely, C86 25H

@ Email: @ Website:
w elyjuniorhockey elycityhockey.org

@gmail.com

YOUTH FUTSAL
CLASSES

25/26 SEASON
(MIXED BOYS AND GIRLS)

ELY LIONS FUTSAL CLASSES

TUESDAY'S - wvc -

uz/us/9 -]

10/11/12- 6: 3o PM \

weomlss%w s -wvc Q
u9/10/1- GPM

THURDAY'S- WVC
u9/10/11/12- ADVANCED
(INVITATION ONLY)-5PM

SUNDAY’'S- LITTLEPORT
LEISURE CENTRE

LY LIONS FUTSAL CLUB
U11112/13- TAM =
V=)

BOOK uUs NOW !

DENIS LACER
UEFA LICENSED COACN

FUN CYCLE
COACHING
SESSIONS FOR
YOUNG RIDERS

Ely & District Cycling Club - Junior Training Sessions
§ Tennis Courts, Witchford Village College CBS 21A
@ Mondays (Term Time Only) | 6:30-7:30pm | Ages 516

Learn core cycling skills, build confidence, join the EDCC Junior Race Team,
meet new friends and have funl

Sessions are led by British Cycling qualified, DBS-checked coaches.

+ First session FREE, then just £5 pay-as-you-go
« All abilities welcome — from new to cycling to aspiring racers
« Parental consent required to attend

@, Call Neil: 07393 251 949 or Mark: 07903 333 467
@ Register online: www elyeyclingclub com/iuniors

Free Healthy Relationship
. courses for pqrenls

**OCTOBER / NOVEMBER 2025**

Improve the communication with your partner
to support your children

Face to Face Cambridge: The Groen Room,
The Fields Combridge City Child and Fomily Centre, 9 Golfrid Rd.
Combridge C85 BND. Thursdoy ¥th October, 9:50 - Il:500m

Face to Face Peterborough: The Sandalwood Room, Gladstone Park Community Centre, 727
Bourges Bivd, Peterborough PEI 2AN, Wednesday 22™ October, 9:30 - 1:20om

ONLINE: Online vio Teama: Wednesday 191h & Wednesday 26th November, 12:00 - 1 pm
Improve the communication with your ex-partner to support your
children

Face to Face Cambridge: The Groen Room, The Fiekds Combrdge City Chid ond Fomidy
Centre, 9 Golirid Rd, Combridge C85 BND. Thursday 16th October, 12:45 - 14:45pm

Face to Face Peterborough: The Sandalwood Room, Gladstone Park Communty Centre, 927
Bourges Bivd, Peterborough PEI 2AN , Wodnesday 22 October, 12:45 - 14:45 pm

ONLINE: Online via Teama: Tussday 18th & Tussday 25th Novembar, 12:00 - | pen

Husld Hbs Gt




Attendance:

The Rackham has a policy on Attendance. Please follow this link to read the policy on the school
website. Policy Library | The Rackham C of E (VC) Primary School

Thank you to all our parents and carers for supporting our drive for improved attendance. The
Government has identified a child’s attendance of 96% and above is the key figure to give best chance

of academic progress. Please can we remind you that absence must be reported to the office by 9am on
each day of absence.

This week’s attendance: 96.8%

EDUCATION IS IMPORTANT -

£ FOR NCERN VERY CONCERNED
v LOWER ATTENDANCE MAY PERSISTENT ARSENCE CAN
arrect cumces o success | |smouser meace vous saccess

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Monday.

Best wishes,
Miss Turner


https://www.rackhamprimaryschool.com/key-information/policy-library

Dates for your diary:

Date

Scheduled events

16t September
17t September
18t September

FWR AGM 7pm All welcome
New intake evening — postponed until 8" October
WVC Open evening for Year 6

2" October

W/C 22" September Baseline Assessment in Reception
25t September Y4 MTC information evening 6pm online — booking required nearer the time
W/C 29t September Baseline Assessment in Reception continues

Individual and sibling photos

8% October
9th - 10% October

New intake evening for September 2026 at The Rackham 6pm
Scholastic Book Fair in the hall after school

13th — 14t October
13th — 17t October
16t October

Scholastic Book Fair in the hall after school

Year 6 Horstead residential

Year 5 Parent or carer school meal invitation — booking required nearer the
time

W/C 20t October

W/C 27t October

HALF TERM

03" November

4™ November

Professional Development Day for teachers
Pupils return

11t November
12t November
13t November

Armistice Day
Parent’s Evening 3.30 - 7pm - booking required nearer the time
Parent’s Evening 3.30 - 5.30pm - booking required nearer the time




