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Working together to be the best we can possibly be.
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4.13

14t March 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

As we find ourselves halfway through this second half of Spring Term, both pupils and adults are
enjoying the first blossom appearing on trees in our beautiful school grounds.

Safeguarding: Put yourself in control

We strongly urge all families to set parental controls on your home broadband and any internet-enabled
devices. Contact your broadband provider for instructions on how to set up a user account for your
child on the main device they use and make sure other accounts in the household are password-
protected so that younger children can’t access them by accident.

Mental Health and Wellbeing:
As you will be aware, as a school, we have signed up to the DFE Education Staff Wellbeing Charter. This
means we are always looking for ways to foster greater wellbeing for all our staff.

We are currently reviewing class emails and the impact they have on teacher wellbeing. With this in
mind, we are going to trial an alternative method for parents and carers to contact class teachers by
email.

From the end of school today, class emails will no longer accept incoming emails from parents and
carers. If you do wish to contact your child’s class teacher by email, please email the office in the first
instance: office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk The office will then forward messages to class teachers.

Teachers will continue to send emails from their class email address if they need to share information
with you.

The trial period for this new system is until the end of the Spring Term, so for the next three weeks.

As always, we welcome any feedback on this system that we anticipate will improve our teacher’s
wellbeing. Thank you in anticipation of your support.


mailto:office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk

Friends of Witchford Rackham: Easter Family Bingo — Friday 28" March at 6.30pm
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Doors open 6.30°™
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Single booklet (1 fic
Full booket (G fick
Special card
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Friends of
Witchford

Rackhoam

Friday 28" March | Doughnut Day and Easter Bingo

Wednesday 2" Disco for Reception to Year 6 (booking required
April nearer the time)

Sunday 18™ May | Yard Sale

Preloved uniform

sales:

FWR will be holding their preloved uniform sales before and after school, on the following dates:
Tuesday 18" March

Friday 25% April
Friday 16" May

Thursday 26% June

Friday 21st March - Red Nose Day and Down Syndrome Awareness Day:

R
DAY

School Council would like to invite all the children to come to school in their
PE kits on Red Nose Day — Friday 215 March for a ‘Fun-ny Run’. They would
like children to add a funny accessory if they would like e.g. sweat bands,
E funny glasses, funny badge.

Each class will go outside and do their 'Fun-ny Run' and School Council are
going to learn some funny warm up moves to do on the day. As we are also

marking Down Syndrome Awareness on 215t March, please make sure you

wear your odd socks too!

There will be a donation collection point on the gates as the children arrive for school.



Year 2 Parent meal:

We would like to invite Year 2 parents and carers to join us for
school dinner on Thursday 27th March. The meal will be our
extremely popular (and very delicious) roast dinner.

School Dinner

Parents and carers are asked to purchase their school dinner through MCAS under the Products and
Trips tab. The meal will cost £3.60. Meal choice and payment must be made by Friday 215 March

please.
Please complete this form to book your meal once payment has been made on MCAS:

https://forms.office.com/e/qgZaiQi7hb

Unfortunately, we can only offer for one parent or carer to attend. This will be an annual event moving
forwards so will be repeated next academic year.

Children in Year 2 who prefer to have a home packed lunch will still have opportunity for their parent
or carer to join them. Adults can still order a school dinner or bring a packed lunch from home to sit to

eat with their child.
Please would parents and carers of Year 2 children arrive for school dinner at 11.50am.

School Uniform: Footwear a reminder:
Branded and coloured trainers and boots are beginning to appear in school again.
Branded and coloured footwear is inappropriate for school. We adapted our school

policy to include trainers however our Uniform Policy states the following: Black

THE RACKHAM | shoes or completely black trainers (no coloured logos) worn with white /
corErmm—=— grey / black / red socks or tights (not leggings). Policy Library | The Rackham C of E
(VC) Primary School

We politely request parents and carers to support the school and the uniform policy
and send pupils into school wearing only completely black shoes or trainers. Thank you.

Uniform Policy

East Cambridgeshire Child and Family Centres March 2025 What’s On is here!

Please see the latest What’s On guide and social media posts for further information about programmes
and how to get in touch with the team. Link here: Community Notice Board | The Rackham C of E (VC)
Primary School

Education Inclusion Family Advisor team newsletter:

Education Inclusion Family Advisor Newsletter
March 2025

A Message From Me

My name is Emily, ['m your scheal's
iric EXFA. As an EIFA | offer advice and
strategies o parents and carers with &
Primary Schocl aged child that may be
expeviencing same challenges such s
routines, sleep, sibling rivaky.
challenging behavicur, wormes or sef-
esteem. If you'd like a chance to chat
about any af these tapics, just contact
ma on the detals below.
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Parenting Top Tip - L D
Law-dernand parenting can help crexte a less
stressful or less amiety-inducing enviranment far
children. This type of home emviranment can be
especially critical for neuradivergent chiliren wha
da nat respond well to demands. It's based on
trust, flesibiity, and callaharatian, and invcives
adapting the emircrment to the child’s needs, but
it may alzo be heipfud for other families seeking to
minimize stress and ansety.

Here are some princgles of low-demand

(" Activity Idea - 50 Things Lo Do N | perening:

50 Thirgs to Do Before You're Five in
Cambridgeshire and Peterbomagh is a
joint project between Cambridgeshire
County Council, Prterberough Cey
Council and Cambridgeshire Public
Health

‘What panents da with their children at
home makes a big difference o their
lang-term leaming and welibeing.
Every 50 Things to Do activity helps

y ta reduce the percepticn
of demands. Phrazes lice ] wonder whather.” and
“Let’s see if_" incoeporate an element of choice.
Limit de Use ded arative statements and be
rgndful of your language ta reduce implict
demands, for example: “There are a kot of toys aut
and I'm wosried about breaking them ar one of us.
hurting cursehves’.

t ard emcticnad safoty over
traditional parenting techriques that focus on
setting boundaries and cansequences. .

relationships and playing together,
supported by their most impartant
teacher - you.

find free or low-cost events near you
an the weksite page or download the

childinen beasm, with 3 focus on \

Another Resource
March is the month of World Boak Day. Click here to
find put about interesting ides: to help you celebrate

free app. Click hene 1o find cut more: '.i.\‘rxln .Bmk Dary with your child Eamilies - Wodd

\WSQL )

Boes your child have, ar potentially have, an addiicnal need ar disshibty? Pinpaint fwww pinpaint-

camiss.crg.uk) have kot of infarmation, advice and fips. Far Cambridgeshire's Local Offer go to

Idren-and-famili ex/local -offer

A Camibri e Contact me directly on @ 07870 426 847 or
NN County Council = Emlly.Norman@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
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The Rackham Pre-School notices: Schemas
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OF E PR 00 What are Schemas?

‘Why do children do things? Have you ever noticed a child paint or draw a lovely picture, then cover it
cormpletely In scribble or paint? Hawve you ever given a present to a child and noticed they are more
Interested in the box than the toy? Schemas can provide an explanation. Schemas are patterns of repeatable
behaviour which can often be noticed inyoung children’s play. By recognising and then extending patterns
of behaviour and thinking, parents and practitioners can plan an exciting and challenging learning
environment to support children’s interests learning.

Transporting:
Children will be fascinated with moving objects and themselves

from place to place.
Trajecto
Children will be interested in how things move and respond

Enveloping:
Children are learning about space and capacity.

Core and radial:
Children experiment with straight and turning movements with
their bodies or through mark-making.

Connecting and Disconnecting:
Children are explering how things join and separate.

Rotation:
Children show fascination with things that rotate.

Positioning:
Chilldren will be interested in placing objects in lines, patterns or
TOWS.

Enclosing:

Children are exploring concepts which relate to size, shape and
pattern.

Orientation:

Children will be interested in looking at themselves, objects and
the world around them from different angles, places and
positions.

Term dates for 2025 — 2026:
Term dates for next academic year are now available on the website and can be found here.

Uniform orders:

Uniform items for school and pre-school pupils (including jumpers and cardigans) are now available
from Sigma.

Pre-School: Clubs & Groups - Sigma Embroidery & Printing

Primary School: Clubs & Groups - Sigma Embroidery & Printing

Orders must be placed by parents and carers and can be collected from Sigma Embroidery on Sedgeway
Business Park, Witchford.



https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/news-and-school-calendar/termdates
https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/clubs-groups-shop?filter_catid=177
https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/clubs-groups-shop?filter_catid=172&start=0

Easter holiday activities:
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SPRING MEADOW

MON 7TH APRIL - THURS 17TH APRIL

8.00 -

®:
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SCAN THE QR CODE 44

FOR BOOKINGS

545pm-£35 fo 000
4.00 pm - £27 R-

The Sandrmgham Estate
Heads Up for SPRING

Family Seed Plantmg Workshaps
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Attendance:

The Rackham has an updated policy on Attendance. Please follow this link to read the policy on the
school website.

Thank you to all our parents and carers for supporting our drive for improved attendance. The

Government has identified a child’s attendance of 96% and above is the key figure to give best chance
of academic progress. Please can we remind you that absence must be reported to the office by 9am on
each day of absence.

This week’s attendance: 95.5%

EDUCATION IS IMPORTANT -

) N VERY CONCERNED
= LowWER ATTEROANCE WAY
arrect crasca o vacess | |uemouns momes voum socces

Looking forward to seeing you all again on Monday.

Best wishes,

Miss Turner


https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/key-information/policy-library

Dates for your diary:

19t March Parent’s Information Evening Y6 SATs (booking required for Zoom link)
215 March Red Nose Day and Downs Syndrome awareness day
27 March Piano and choir concert 9.30am (booking required)
Y2 Parent or carer school dinner (booking required)
28" March FWR Doughnut Day
28" March FWR Easter Bingo
2" April Violin concert at 9.30am (booking required nearer the time)
FWR Disco (booking required nearer the time)
4™ April Autism awareness (Non uniform — rainbow of colour)

Last day of term

EASTER HOLIDAY




