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Working together to be the best we can possibly be.
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4.13

18" July 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

It does not seem possible that it is almost the end of the academic year. On behalf of all staff and Governors
at The Rackham, a most sincere thank you to all our parents and carers for your continued support. We make
a great team!

Safeguarding:
If you think a child or an adult with care and support needs is in immediate danger, phone 999.

Make a referral to Children's Services:
Make a referral to Cambridgeshire County Council Children's Services - Instructions and Data
Protection - Cambridgeshire County Council website (achieveservice.com)

NSPCC website:
NSPCC | The UK children's charity | NSPCC

NSPCC website for information about child protection:
Child protection system in the UK | NSPCC Learning

Reporting a crime:
Contact us | Police.uk (www.police.uk)

Wellbeing and mental health:

1. Summer Disrupts Routines: The shift from school structure can cause anxiety, mood changes, and
burnout for both children and parents.

2. Light Structure Helps: Flexible routines and meaningful activities like outdoor play or creative projects
support emotional stability.

3. Limit Screen Time: Set screen-free times and zones to promote better mood, sleep, and healthier tech
habits.

4. Stay Social: Prevent isolation by organising playdates, camps or just spending time together.

5. Care for Parents Too: Parents need self-care and support; watch for signs of stress and seek help if
needed.

The summer months often bring a dramatic increase in screen time, which can negatively impact sleep quality,

mood regulation, and overall summer break mental health. Setting compassionate boundaries around

technology use helps create a healthier relationship with digital media.

Establish device-free zones or hours in your home and consider involving children in co-creating reasonable
screen time agreements. This collaborative approach reduces resistance while teaching valuable self-
regulation skills that benefit mental health.


https://cambridgeshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Childrens_Services_online_referral_form
https://cambridgeshire-self.achieveservice.com/service/Childrens_Services_online_referral_form
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/
https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-protection-system
https://www.police.uk/pu/contact-the-police/report-a-crime-incident/

Encourage mindful media consumption by suggesting shows, games, or apps that promote calmness,
kindness, or learning. Have alternative activities readily available like puzzles, drawing supplies, or outdoor
games to make transitions away from screens smoother.

Frame tech-free time as a gift to the brain rather than a punishment. Try incorporating special screen-free
traditions like outdoor family meals, music-only evenings, or storytelling circles to create positive associations
with unplugged time.

Parking reminder:

We appreciate fully the pressure for parking spaces at drop off and pick up however would like to politely
remind all parents and carers to consider those who live on nearby streets when choosing a parking spot.
We also wish to alert parents that the Village Inn has neither formal nor informal agreement with The
Rackham in relation to use of the car park. Please avoid using the pub car park at drop off and pick up.

Swimming:
Swimming lessons have now finished for all classes except Larch class who will be swimming on Monday 215t
July.

Sports Day 2026:

Following the success of running our Sports Days in the morning this year in response to the predicted high
temperatures, the Senior Leadership Team would like to advise you that future Sports Days will be in the
morning aiming to start at 9.15am with races finishing by 10.30am. We anticipate adults will be off site by
1lam.

Year 6 (Current Year 5) 2025 — 2026 sweatshirts: We have revised the Year 6 (current Year 5) sweatshirt
design this year and are pleased to share this means the purchase price is

cheaper for families. Orders can be placed now ready for the first day of

sl () Clasnct term in September 2025. Year 6 sweatshirts can be ordered via Sigma
directly: Clubs & Groups - Sigma Embroidery & Printing

Orders must be placed by parents or carers. Orders placed now can be
collected from Sigma Embroidery on Sedgeway Business Park, Witchford but
may not be ready for the start of term

Dinner Money and Wraparound Care payments:

As we near the end of term, please would you take some time to ensure that all dinner money and wrapround
care payments are up to date.

We do need all accounts to be paid in full by the last day of term. Thank you.

Medicines and inhalers:
Please would you ensure any medicines that are held in the office are collected on the last day of term. If your
child has an inhaler in school, this will also be sent home on the last day.

School meal on the last day of term:

On the last day of term (Tuesday 22" July) we will be providing a packed lunch option only for Reception to
Year 5 classes. If your child requires a meal on the last day, please would you book their preferred sandwich
option as soon as possible via MCAS. Please note meals that had been prebooked for this date have been
removed and will need to be reinstated.

Year 6 children will all be booked for the leaver’s buffet option. Please would you ensure payment is made for
this as soon as possible via MCAS. If your Year 6 child will be bringing their own packed lunch, please let us
know by Wednesday 16%™ July.

Common Road play park:
Team D need your help! New woodchip has been purchased for the play park at Common Road and Team D
would appreciate any help on Wednesday 23" July at 10am to help spread it around the equipment.

They will have any necessary equipment and would love to see lots of children there to help.


https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/clubs-groups-shop?filter_catid=172&start=0

Dance and Acro-Gymnastics for Reception to Year 4 at The Rackham Primary in September:

- Lane Academy are excited to be able to offer spaces to new members at our Dance and
Acro-Gymnastics club for September. The club runs every Monday from 4.30 - 5.45pm
?“ and children take part in dance as well as gymnastics, where they will learn and build
confidence in new skills. We are also excited to be offering ISTD dance exams to the
children attending and these will take place in February 2026.

If you would like to book a place for next term, please use the link here: https://lane-
academy.classforkids.io/info/305

Lane Academy would also be more than happy to offer new members free trial sessions on the 30th June &
7th July. Please do email directly to book this: sarah@Ilaneacademy.co.uk

If you have any questions, please do get in touch or come and chat to us on Sunday Funday where we will be
performing!

Places available at The Rackham Pre-School for September 2025:
Do you, or anyone you know, wish to secure a place at The Rackham Pre-School? If so,
please phone 01353 662436 or email the school office: office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk

THE RACKHAM
C OF E PRE-SCHOOL

Uniform orders:

Uniform items for school and pre-school pupils (including jumpers and cardigans) are now available from
Sigma.

Pre-School: Clubs & Groups - Sigma Embroidery & Printing Primary

School: Clubs & Groups - Sigma Embroidery & Printing

Orders must be placed by parents and carers and can be collected from Sigma Embroidery on Sedgeway
Business Park, Witchford.

Activities and events:

et's reclaim
childhood

Join the growing movement of parents
choosing to wait to give their children
smartphones & social media

Sign
THE PARENT PACT

Dalay smartphones & soclal media
Over 135,000 sign ups
Takes 30 soconds to sign

V' Reduoes peer prossuro
View live local leaderboards

SMARTPHONE
FREE CHILDHOOD



https://lane-academy.classforkids.io/info/305
https://lane-academy.classforkids.io/info/305
mailto:sarah@laneacademy.co.uk
mailto:office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk
https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/clubs-groups-shop?filter_catid=177
https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/clubs-groups-shop?filter_catid=172&start=0

DARRACUDAS
SCHOOL HOLIDAY
ACTIVITY CAMPS

ELY COLLEGE HAF SPACES
AVAILABLE!

We are pleased to be Supporting the Holiday
Acivie (4AF) and Food programme this
Summer!

 Fully funded places for those receiving
benefifs relafed free School meals

41014 year olds! *
o 80 et m
() Choice each session! ot

An opportunity to make new friends
througha social art and craft class

A V S YEAR 6 MEET AND MAKES
C&“(';é

aplace to create.

FUTSAL FOR KIDS
AGES UNDER:

8/9 &10/11/12

25/26 SEASON
(MIXED BOYS AND GIRLS)

« COME AND JOIN US IN
THE BEATIFUL GAME.

+ KICK-OFF ON TUESDAY
02"° OF SEPTEMBER
2025.

LIMITED SPACES
AVAILABLE .

15 bamacudas couk TUESOATS

8/9- 5:30 TO 6:30 PM
Q9 Eﬂmg’:, 10/11/12 - 6:30 TO 7:30 PM

V| USTRGISTEED LOCATION : WVC- MANOR ROAD (CB6 21A)

oo X Tusiot UEFALICENSED COACH  ELYLINSFUTSALCLUB
Kt H 4 11

Swimming Lessons

SESSION DATES

FUN SWIMMING LESSONS FOR
ALL AGES AND ABILITIES

WEEK COMMENCING
WEEK 1= 28TH JULY
WEEK 2 = 4TH AUCUST
WEEK 3 = 11TH AUCUST
WEEK 4 ~ 18TH AUGUST

GREAT PROGRESSION

FUN SWIMMING LESSONS

£150 PER SWIMMER 4:1 CLASS
RATIO (45 MINUTE ADVANCED
LESSON)

€110 PER SWIMMER
3.1 CLASS RATIO

. 01353 482 492 . www.seahorseswimely.co.uk




HADDENHAM

Join us for a fun, interactive,

community safety focused event! H a d d en h am Arts Ce ntre

» climbing wall * street art workshops * free bicycle repairs

* bicycle security marking ¢ fire service ¢ information stands S u m m e r Tra i I

* Fitness Rush ¢ sports clubs and much more!

The Hive Haddenham Arts Centre from 24" July -
‘Q‘g_,:) 01353 665555

E Iy Thursday 24 July, Tlam to 3pm Trail sheets available in the gallery of the

2" September

The HaddenhammArts Centre; 20 High St Haddenham, , Ely, CB6 3XA
Open 10am - 4pm Tuesday to Saturday, 11am - 3pm Sunday

Saturday and Sunday

Joe Peek Puppets
Rides
10. UUAM Magic

1UTH UF AMA Theatre
CB25 9AJ ' AUGUST 5 00PH Kids Games Area

and more
ATTRACTIONS

Wrestling
Shetland Pony Racing
Amazing Reptiles
SPITFIRE

The Spotty Boys
Cookery Demo Tent
Chain Saw Carving
BMX Stunts

, Gambrldg
7 oy

Archery —

Motorbike Stunts “

Rob the Robot

« East Northants Land Rover Owners Club
« Tudor Living History

« Petting Farm

Pastal Reattis Discounted online tickets or pay on the day

« Jonathan Marshall Under 5's go free!

. anal pies ire BeeKeepers wwwcambridgecountryshow couk  FOOD & DRINK E E]
+ Birds of Prey WE LOVE DOGS ' ATTRACTIONS

» Local trade stands DOG FRIENDLY WITH CHARITY FUN DOG sm"ns 4

» Heavy Horses SHOW AND FUN PEDIGREE SHOW

« AND MORE! Dok Agily , Pedigreo , Fun Dog show  Main Dogshow [N MORE  [R]%e3:

Children and Family Centre East — What's on:
Please click here for the Children and Family Centre East July What’s on information.



https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/community/notice-board

Term dates for 2025 — 2026:
Term dates for next academic year are now available on the website and can be found here.

Attendance:

The Rackham has an updated policy on Attendance. Please follow this link to read the policy on the school
website.

Thank you to all our parents and carers for supporting our drive for improved attendance. The
Government has identified a child’s attendance of 96% and above is the key figure to give best chance of
academic progress. Please can we remind you that absence must be reported to the office by 9am on each
day of absence.

This week’s attendance: 93.2%

EDUCATION IS IMPORTANT -

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Monday.

Best wishes,

Miss Turner


https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/news-and-school-calendar/termdates
https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/key-information/policy-library

Dates for your diary:

215 July
22" July

22 July
23 July

Year 6 Leaver’s BBQ 3.30pm - 5.30pm

Year 6 Leaver’s Assembly at 10.30am to parents and carers followed by
Year 6 Parent or Carer school buffet
Last day for children

Professional Development Day for teachers

SUMMER HOLIDAY

Monday 1t September 2025

Professional Development Day for teachers

Tuesday 2" September
2025

Professional Development Day for teachers

Wednesday 3" September

Children return to school.




