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Working together to be the best we can possibly be.
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4.13

Dear Parents and Carers,

24% January 2025

What a terrific week at The Rackham. Pupils have demonstrated consistent positive engagement with
their education from Pre-School to Year 6. Well done everyone!

Safeguarding:

What Parents and Carers Need to Know about

APPLE GUIDED ACCESS

iPhones and iPads don't offer separate user accounts. So when you hand your Apple device to a child to play a game or watch a
video, you're also handing them access to your email, the web, messaging and numerous other apps through which they could
accidentally do something regrettable.

Apple Guided Access solves this potential problem by letting |
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ou restrict the iPhone or iPad to one particular app whenever your

;:r they will be asked for a password or Face ID, meaning they can’t access
anything they shouldn’t elsewhere on the device. He

re, we show you how to find and set up the Guided Access feature, so you
can confidently let your child borrow your iPhone or iPad.
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Wellbeing and mental health:

Since the dawn of video games there have been questions asked about their potential link to violent or disruptive behaviour in people, and in particular, young
people. These questions certainly haven’t been without merit; violent content and graphics seemingly get more and more common as technology progresses. But
what's the truth when it comes to the science? Thankfully, in today’s age we actually have a much more solid idea of what the link between the twolooks like, and

whether or not we should be concerned. In this guide, we'll look at the arguments both for and against the idea that video games cause violent behaviour,
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@ SHOULD WE STOP BLAMING VIDEO GAMES FOR VIOLENT AND AGGRESSIVE BEHAVIOUR?

Weighing up the pros and cons before letting our young ones play a video game should always be at the forefront of our minds, but the evidence of the negativeimpressions
they leavehasbeen debunked time and again in recent years.

1ts likely that the argument around violence and video games will continue for some years, and there's certainly workto be done on both sideswhen it comesto researching the actual repercussions. While
modern scientific studies have started to lean heavily towardsthere being zero or minimal connections, it's still vitally important to listen and do your own research with an open mind. If there's concern
about growing behavioural issues in your kids, talkto them and encourage breaks, or play with them and tryto experience the games yourself. You might just find something you like in the process!
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MarkFoster hasworked in the gaming industry for Syears asawriter, editor and presenter. He is [ I ’ ~i
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the current gamingeditor of twoofthe biggest gamingnewssitesin theworld, UNILAD Gaming
and GAMINGbible. Starting gaming from ayoung age with hissiblings, he has apassion for
understanding how gamesand tech work, but moreimportantly, howto make themsafe and fun. @
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Request for carrier bags:

If you have any carrier bags at home that are no longer needed, we would be very grateful if you would
consider donating them to school. They are regularly needed to send home wet and/or dirty clothing.
Thank you in advance for your help.



Notices from the Pre-School:
Parents and carers with children who need nappies or pull ups are requested to
) provide these and send in with their child to pre-school. A reminder for all children
in session to bring a coat, hat and gloves for outside play. A reminder too for
children to wear warm indoor clothes to session while it is so cold outside.
A - Sometimes when children at Pre-School have an accident, spare clothes are used.

OF E PR os We politely request and remind parents and carers to wash and return any spare

clothes to pre-school.

We completely understand that some pre-school children want to bring in a favourite toy from home to
pre-school however we are finding the number and size of toys currently being brought into session is
becoming a challenge. We would be extremely grateful if parents and carers would take home toys
brought to pre-school. Thank you for your help.

Guidance at The Rackham for drinks brought to school is only to bring water. If this poses a challenge
for you or your child, please speak with the school office in the first instance.

Items from home coming into school:

We have noticed an increased number of cuddly toys; pencil cases and fidgets being brought into school
by our pupils.

We would prefer these items to remain at home so if your child mentions a need for a toy or fidget toy
please contact us first so we have better understanding of the reasons why.

Without contact from parents or carers, we request items to stay at home. Thank you for your support
on this.

You suggested, we listened: Trackit Lights:

We have considered the suggestion from parents and carers to see the
orange and yellow Trackit Lights that indicate warnings given to pupils for
anti-social behaviours and agree it is a really good idea. Please keep checking
your Trackit Light app and the orange and yellow Trackits should soon be
visible. If you would like some help downloading the app, please speak to the

TRACKIT LIGHTS office in the first instance.

This weekend: Great Garden Bird Watch: To take part is easy, sign up
here: Big Garden Birdwatch The RSPB is asking homeowners, gardeners
and renters around the UK to take part in its Big Garden Birdwatch. The
world’s largest garden wildlife survey is returning for 2025 with the goal of
helping to understand the garden bird population. The Big Garden
Birdwatch takes place on 24th, 25th and 26th January this year. To take
part you just need to spend an hour watching and counting the birds in

A

your garden, local park or balcony and sending your results to the RSPB.


https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch?sourcecode=BWMEMM00921&utm_source=20250110_EBGB_BGBW-2025-Countdown-nonreg&utm_medium=email&utm_term=&utm_content=3&utm_campaign=bgbw25

Year 3 Parent and Carer School Dinner: 30" January 2025: We
would like to invite Year 3 parents and carers to join us for
school dinner on Thursday 30t January. The meal will be our
extremely popular (and very delicious) roast dinner.

School Dinner

Parents and carers are asked to purchase their school dinner through MCAS under the Products and

Trips tab. The meal will cost £3.60. Meal choice and payment must be made by today, Friday 24t
January please.

Please complete this form to book your meal once payment has been made on MCAS:
https://forms.office.com/e/VB1gSULyN2

Unfortunately, we can only offer for one parent or carer to attend. This will be an annual event moving
forwards so will be repeated next academic year.

Children in Year 3 who prefer to have a home packed lunch will still have opportunity for their parent
or carer to join them. Adults can still order a school dinner or bring a packed lunch from home to sit to
eat with their child.

Please would parents and carers of Year 3 children arrive for school dinner at 12.20pm.

Parent view: Would you be interested?

We may have the opportunity to offer after school Spanish
r* " workshops where pupils would learn Spanish. The workshops
, q would be a fun way to learn a language. We would like to find out if

i this offer would be of interest. The workshops would run for one
hour a week and will cost £12 a session on a Tuesday after school.
: Please let us know if you would be interested in finding out more
about this potential offer by completing this form:
https://forms.office.com/e/fByxKz4J2W

FWR — Dates for your diary:

Wednesday 12t Film Night for Reception to Year 6 (booking required
February nearer the time)

o o Friday 28™ March | Doughnut Day and Easter Bingo

Eackham Wednesday 2" Disco for Reception to Year 6 (booking required
April nearer the time)
Sunday 18" May | Yard Sale

FREE: Family First magazine:

J | . 5
amﬂ Flrst Proudly supporting g 78 in improving the
y physical & mental wellbeing of families living in England

Use this link to download your free copy: https://familyfirst.co.uk/issuel-25

Term dates for 2025 — 2026:
Term dates for next academic year are now available on the website and can be found here.



https://forms.office.com/e/VB1gSULyN2
https://familyfirst.co.uk/issue1-25
https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/news-and-school-calendar/termdates

Ely to Witchford Active Travel Crossing Project Team:

Public consultation
22 January to 5 March 2025

Ely to Witchford
Active Travel
Crossing

Have your say on a proposed new
crossing of the A10 near the '‘BP
roundabout’, between Ely and
Witchford. Our public consultation is
open from Wednesday 22 January
2025 to Wednesday 5 March 2025.

Get in touch

@ Www.cambridgeshire gov.uk/
ely-witchford.crossing

B elytowitchford @cambridgeshire. gov.uk

Q@ 0345045 5212

X @CambsCC
4 @CambridgeshireCC

Bly Libeary, 6 The Clok

Visit www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/ely-witchford-crossing
to fill out the consultation survey and find out more

Public Consultation Details

The public consultation is open from 12.00pm Wednesday 22 January and closes 11.59pm on
Wednesday 5 March.

Consultation page: Ely to Witchford Active Travel Crossing | Cambridgeshire County Council

Telephone: 0345 045 5212

Email: elytowitchford@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

Address: ALC2604, New Shire Hall, Emery Crescent, Enterprise Campus, Alconbury Weald, Huntingdon,
PE28 4YE

In person events:
Main Hall, Witchford Village College. Tuesday, 11 Februrary. 3.00pm — 7.00pm
Meeting Room, Ely Library. Thursday, 27 February. 10.30am — 2.30pm

Online events:
Tuesday, 4 Febuary. 7.00pm — 8.15pm. Register here: Microsoft Virtual Events Powered by Teams

Wednesday, 26 February. 1.00pm — 2.15pm. Register here: Microsoft Virtual Events Powered by Teams

Unmanned exhibition:
Throughout the consultation you can visit Ely Library during opening hours and read about the
consultation and proposals.


https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/transport-projects/ely-to-witchford-active-travel-crossing
mailto:elytowitchford@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/738c2aa3-6548-4ee2-b6e3-f1e86074f824@e327b364-041e-4c51-82f2-c906a78f9cc9
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/f858814e-3fb2-4a09-aa93-328c049bee31@e327b364-041e-4c51-82f2-c906a78f9cc9

Education Inclusion Family Advisor team workshops:
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County Council

Education Inclusion Family Advisor Team
Countywide Online Workshop Offer

The EIFA team would like to present our newly updated workshops on a variety of
parenting and family issues.

Please ensure you book onto each workshop individually by clicking on the link or
scanning the QR code and completing the registration form.

g:::NHIInI %::::gsuf Tuesday, 14 January | Book onto this workshop at:
Wo 2025, 12:00-13:30 hitps:iishorturl.at/75s01 or
my
- Thursday, 16 January | Book onto this workshop at:
Digital Safety 2025, 12:00-13:00 | https:/ishorturl.atiJ 7119 or
Supporting Your Tuesday, 21 January | Book onto this workshop at:
Child with Sleep 2025, 12:00-13:00 https:lishorturl.at/S2Tex or
Supporting Your . .
) N ’ Thursday, 30 January | Book onto this workshop at:
:hlld with Feelings of 2025, 12:00-13:30 https:iishorturl.atimoV7o or
nger
Introduction to Tuesday, 4 February | Book onto this workshop at:
Family Wellbeing 2025, 12:00-13:00 https:fishorturl. atiTGbQ9 or
Responding to Thursday, 6 February | Book onto this workshop at:
Behaviours that 2025, 12:00-13:30 | hitps://shorturl.atizbSrv or
Challenge Us. v : = -
Managing Sibling Tuesday, 11 February | Book onto this workshop at:
Rivalry 2025, 12:00-13:30 hitps:fishorturl.at/uf62T or

If you have any questions about our workshops, or the EIFA service in general,
please contact earlyintervention@cambridgeshire.gov.uk

K( cambridgeshire.gov.uk

The Dog House:

Could you provide a loving home for a rescue dog? The Channel 4 series, The Dog House is looking for
couples, individuals, friends and families who are seriously considering bringing a rescue dog into their
lives and are willing to share their reasons for doing so.

Please follow this link to apply:
The Dog House | Channel 4 or email thedoghouse @fivemilefilms.co.uk

HOLDING OUT 4
FOR A HERO

COULD YOU
RESCUE A DOG?

ON CHANNEL4'S
HIT SHOW

i

v
WWW.CHANNELA4.CO!

M/4VIEWERS/ TAKEPART/THE-DOG-HOUSE



mailto:The%20Dog%20House%20%7C%20Channel%204
mailto:thedoghouse@fivemilefilms.co.uk

Holiday clubs and activities

Tuesday 18th
ednesday 19th

Thursday 20th ¢
1-2.30pm
£20 per per

ey ey 2

New Year 7 area with Pool
Tables, Just Dance and
Computer Consoles!

8.00-545pm : 9.00-4.00 pm
€34 i £26
gookings w

Scan the OR code OR J
4 info@activeplayducation.co.uk

BARRACUDAS iy

ACTIVITY DAY CAMPS

TLA359:2025!

\/_

USE CODE SCHOOL10 FORAN SAVE UP
EXTRA £10 OFF YOUR BOOKING! TO £110!

*Minimum 2 days. "Not to be used in conjunction with other offar codes

© 4% 1o 14 year olds!

© 80+ Activities!

© Choice each session!

© Specialist Courses! :
® Flexible bookings! v)

OFTSED REGISTERED

p & Trustpilot

A barracudas.co.uk B ,. .O
< 01480 467 567 <« “
{ I ]

Uniform orders:

Uniform items for school and pre-school pupils (including jumpers and cardigans) are now available
from Sigma.

Pre-School: Clubs & Groups - Sigma Embroidery & Printing

Primary School: Clubs & Groups - Sigma Embroidery & Printing

Orders must be placed by parents and carers and can be collected from Sigma Embroidery on Sedgeway
Business Park, Witchford.



https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/clubs-groups-shop?filter_catid=177
https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/clubs-groups-shop?filter_catid=172&start=0

Attendance:

The Rackham has an updated policy on Attendance. Please follow this link to read the policy on the
school website.

Thank you to all our parents and carers for supporting our drive for improved attendance. The
Government has identified a child’s attendance of 96% and above is the key figure to give best chance
of academic progress. Please can we remind you that absence must be reported to the office by 9am on
each day of absence.

This week’s attendance: 94.08%

EDUCATION IS IMPORTANT -

=)

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Monday.
Best wishes,

Miss Turner


https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/key-information/policy-library

Dates for your diary:

30t January

Y3 Parent or carer school dinner (bookings required)

3™ February

Children’s Mental Health Week

10t February
11t February
12t February

Year 4 to Burwell House (10t — 12t February)
Safer Internet Day
FWR Film Night (booking required nearer the time)

HALF TERM

W\C 24" February

W\C 3" March

Parent’s Evenings this week

19t March Parent’s Information Evening Y6 SATs (booking required nearer the time)
27 March Y2 Parent or carer school dinner (booking required nearer the time)

28t March FWR Doughnut Day

28" March FWR Easter Bingo

2" April FWR Disco (booking required nearer the time)

4t April Last day of term

EASTER HOLIDAY




