
  
 

Working together to be the best we can possibly be. 

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4.13 

24th January 2025 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
What a terrific week at The Rackham. Pupils have demonstrated consistent positive engagement with 
their education from Pre-School to Year 6. Well done everyone! 
 
Safeguarding: 

 



 

Wellbeing and mental health:

 

 

Request for carrier bags: 

If you have any carrier bags at home that are no longer needed, we would be very grateful if you would 
consider donating them to school. They are regularly needed to send home wet and/or dirty clothing. 
Thank you in advance for your help. 

 



Notices from the Pre-School:  
Parents and carers with children who need nappies or pull ups are requested to 
provide these and send in with their child to pre-school. A reminder for all children 
in session to bring a coat, hat and gloves for outside play. A reminder too for 
children to wear warm indoor clothes to session while it is so cold outside. 
Sometimes when children at Pre-School have an accident, spare clothes are used. 
We politely request and remind parents and carers to wash and return any spare 

clothes to pre-school. 
 
We completely understand that some pre-school children want to bring in a favourite toy from home to 
pre-school however we are finding the number and size of toys currently being brought into session is 
becoming a challenge. We would be extremely grateful if parents and carers would take home toys 
brought to pre-school. Thank you for your help. 
 
Guidance at The Rackham for drinks brought to school is only to bring water. If this poses a challenge 
for you or your child, please speak with the school office in the first instance.  

Items from home coming into school: 

We have noticed an increased number of cuddly toys; pencil cases and fidgets being brought into school 

by our pupils. 

We would prefer these items to remain at home so if your child mentions a need for a toy or fidget toy 

please contact us first so we have better understanding of the reasons why. 

Without contact from parents or carers, we request items to stay at home. Thank you for your support 

on this. 

 

You suggested, we listened: Trackit Lights:  

We have considered the suggestion from parents and carers to see the 

orange and yellow Trackit Lights that indicate warnings given to pupils for 

anti-social behaviours and agree it is a really good idea. Please keep checking 

your Trackit Light app and the orange and yellow Trackits should soon be 

visible. If you would like some help downloading the app, please speak to the 

office in the first instance. 

 

This weekend: Great Garden Bird Watch: To take part is easy, sign up 

here: Big Garden Birdwatch The RSPB is asking homeowners, gardeners 

and renters around the UK to take part in its Big Garden Birdwatch. The 

world’s largest garden wildlife survey is returning for 2025 with the goal of 

helping to understand the garden bird population. The Big Garden 

Birdwatch takes place on 24th, 25th and 26th January this year. To take 

part you just need to spend an hour watching and counting the birds in 

your garden, local park or balcony and sending your results to the RSPB. 

 

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/whats-happening/big-garden-birdwatch?sourcecode=BWMEMM00921&utm_source=20250110_EBGB_BGBW-2025-Countdown-nonreg&utm_medium=email&utm_term=&utm_content=3&utm_campaign=bgbw25


Year 3 Parent and Carer School Dinner: 30th January 2025: We 
would like to invite Year 3 parents and carers to join us for 
school dinner on Thursday 30th January. The meal will be our 
extremely popular (and very delicious) roast dinner.  
Parents and carers are asked to purchase their school dinner through MCAS under the Products and 

Trips tab. The meal will cost £3.60. Meal choice and payment must be made by today, Friday 24th 

January please. 

Please complete this form to book your meal once payment has been made on MCAS:  

https://forms.office.com/e/VB1gSULyN2 

 

Unfortunately, we can only offer for one parent or carer to attend. This will be an annual event moving 

forwards so will be repeated next academic year. 

Children in Year 3 who prefer to have a home packed lunch will still have opportunity for their parent 

or carer to join them. Adults can still order a school dinner or bring a packed lunch from home to sit to 

eat with their child.  

Please would parents and carers of Year 3 children arrive for school dinner at 12.20pm. 

 

Parent view: Would you be interested?  

We may have the opportunity to offer after school Spanish 

workshops where pupils would learn Spanish. The workshops 

would be a fun way to learn a language. We would like to find out if 

this offer would be of interest. The workshops would run for one 

hour a week and will cost £12 a session on a Tuesday after school.  

Please let us know if you would be interested in finding out more 

about this potential offer by completing this form: 

https://forms.office.com/e/fByxKZ4J2W     

 

FWR – Dates for your diary: 

 

Wednesday 12th 
February  

Film Night for Reception to Year 6 (booking required 
nearer the time) 
  

Friday 28th March Doughnut Day and Easter Bingo 

Wednesday 2nd 
April  

Disco for Reception to Year 6 (booking required 
nearer the time) 

Sunday 18th May Yard Sale 

 

FREE: Family First magazine: 
 

        
Use this link to download your free copy: https://familyfirst.co.uk/issue1-25 
 
Term dates for 2025 – 2026: 
Term dates for next academic year are now available on the website and can be found here. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/VB1gSULyN2
https://familyfirst.co.uk/issue1-25
https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/news-and-school-calendar/termdates


Ely to Witchford Active Travel Crossing Project Team: 

  

 
 

Public Consultation Details 
  
The public consultation is open from 12.00pm Wednesday 22 January and closes 11.59pm on 

Wednesday 5 March. 
  
Consultation page: Ely to Witchford Active Travel Crossing | Cambridgeshire County Council 
  
Telephone: 0345 045 5212 

  

Email: elytowitchford@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 
  
Address: ALC2604, New Shire Hall, Emery Crescent, Enterprise Campus, Alconbury Weald, Huntingdon, 

PE28 4YE 

  

In person events: 

• Main Hall, Witchford Village College. Tuesday, 11 Februrary. 3.00pm – 7.00pm 

• Meeting Room, Ely Library. Thursday, 27 February. 10.30am – 2.30pm 

  

Online events: 

• Tuesday, 4 Febuary. 7.00pm – 8.15pm. Register here: Microsoft Virtual Events Powered by Teams 

• Wednesday, 26 February. 1.00pm – 2.15pm. Register here: Microsoft Virtual Events Powered by Teams 

  

Unmanned exhibition: 

Throughout the consultation you can visit Ely Library during opening hours and read about the 

consultation and proposals. 

 

 

 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/transport-projects/ely-to-witchford-active-travel-crossing
mailto:elytowitchford@cambridgeshire.gov.uk
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/738c2aa3-6548-4ee2-b6e3-f1e86074f824@e327b364-041e-4c51-82f2-c906a78f9cc9
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/f858814e-3fb2-4a09-aa93-328c049bee31@e327b364-041e-4c51-82f2-c906a78f9cc9


Education Inclusion Family Advisor team workshops: 

 
 

The Dog House: 

Could you provide a loving home for a rescue dog? The Channel 4 series, The Dog House is looking for 

couples, individuals, friends and families who are seriously considering bringing a rescue dog into their 

lives and are willing to share their reasons for doing so.     
  
Please follow this link to apply:  

The Dog House | Channel 4 or email thedoghouse@fivemilefilms.co.uk 

 

mailto:The%20Dog%20House%20%7C%20Channel%204
mailto:thedoghouse@fivemilefilms.co.uk


Holiday clubs and activities  

 

  

 
 
Uniform orders: 
Uniform items for school and pre-school pupils (including jumpers and cardigans) are now available 
from Sigma. 
Pre-School: Clubs & Groups - Sigma Embroidery & Printing 
Primary School:  Clubs & Groups - Sigma Embroidery & Printing 
Orders must be placed by parents and carers and can be collected from Sigma Embroidery on Sedgeway 
Business Park, Witchford. 

https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/clubs-groups-shop?filter_catid=177
https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/clubs-groups-shop?filter_catid=172&start=0


Attendance: 
The Rackham has an updated policy on Attendance. Please follow this link to read the policy on the 
school website.   
Thank you to all our parents and carers for supporting our drive for improved attendance. The 

Government has identified a child’s attendance of 96% and above is the key figure to give best chance 

of academic progress. Please can we remind you that absence must be reported to the office by 9am on 

each day of absence.  

 

This week’s attendance: 94.08% 

 
 

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Monday. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Miss Turner 

  

https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/key-information/policy-library


 

Dates for your diary: 

   

30th January  Y3 Parent or carer school dinner (bookings required) 

3rd February Children’s Mental Health Week 

10th February 

11th February 

12th February 

Year 4 to Burwell House (10th – 12th February) 

Safer Internet Day 

FWR Film Night (booking required nearer the time) 

  HALF TERM 

W\C 24th February   

W\C 3rd March Parent’s Evenings this week 

19th March Parent’s Information Evening Y6 SATs (booking required nearer the time) 

27th March 

28th March 

28th March 

Y2 Parent or carer school dinner (booking required nearer the time) 

FWR Doughnut Day 

FWR Easter Bingo 

2nd April 
4th April 

FWR Disco (booking required nearer the time) 
Last day of term  

  EASTER HOLIDAY 

 


