The Rackham 2
memcan NEVWSLETTER  meraccan

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up.
1 Thessalonians 5.11

Working together to be the best we can possibly be.

. 26" June 2026
Message from Miss Turner

This week has included our choir representing The Rackham at Ely
Cathedral on Tuesday evening. What a spectacular event. Sincere thanks
to Mrs Deery for organising.

We also are so delighted to announce our Year 6 pupils have raised
almost £700 from their enterprise project. Thank you so much to all
families who supported with pocket money!

Don’t miss out on the FWR theatre visit on Saturday 27th June. Please
follow this link to book tickets for your family and friends.

Attendance

This week’s attendance: 91.7%

The Rackham has a policy on Attendance. Please follow_this link to read
the policy on the school website.

Safeguarding

Al-generated child sexual abuse material: latest IWF data

There has been a sharp rise in the volume, realism, and severity of Al-generated child
sexual abuse videos. 3,443 Al-generated child sexual abuse videos in 2025, a more than
260-fold increase on 2024.

65% of Al-generated child sexual abuse videos were Category A compared with 43% of
videos involving real children.

Wellbeing & Mental Health

w¥ty charlotte Cane MP (she/her)
E Member of Parliament for Ely and East Cambridgeshire

Children and Young People’s Mental Health Survey

| am writing to ask for your support in sharing an important survey on
children and young people’'s mental health with parents and carers in your
school community. This survey forms part of a joint inquiry by the Health and
Education Committees, which is examining the availability of mental health
support across education, community and NHS settings.


https://files.schudio.com/rackham-ce-primary-school/files/documents/SCH_027_Attendance_Policy_Nov_25(1).pdf
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-pirate-adventure-a-family-pantomime-tickets-1987332105826
https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=nt3mHDeziEC-Xo277ASzSugWXtlS9G1OpuyhNtc2h8lUMjJUTVlSTzVFV1hUWjc3VlQ2NDlNNjFBNCQlQCN0PWcu&fbclid=IwY2xjawSeQFBleHRuA2FlbQIxMABicmlkETFQYWhlaW54ME1NYXFWdHhxc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHhC0FxTKKN98XEys50wwoTJk-M2-FEfMtwGj5FJxfLNyyoY5FXRX2SqpvRtL_aem_CePSuSDHnonsFW3qD0pOgw&route=shorturl

Saturday 27th June at Ipm

| The Rackham Church of England
WR Primary Sehool, Witchford &
Saturday 27th June 1pm 7
Tickets: 6. Babes In Arms £
(AR =

Please follow this link to book tickets.
Tickets available on the day on the door.

FWR Disco - Wednesday 1°* July

Summer Disco- booking open via MCAS

Our FWR Summer disco will be taking place on Wednesday 1Ist July. This event
is for Reception to Year 6.

The Reception and KSI (Year 1&2) disco will be held from 3.25 - 4.00pm. If you
would like your child to get changed in their classroom, please send in their
disco clothes in a named bag. Children will be collected from the red gates as
usual at the 4pm.

The KS2 disco (Years 3, 4,5 and 6) will be held from 4.15-5.00pm. Year 3 and 4
will be collected from the KS1 red gates and year 5 and 6 from the hall door at
5pm.

The disco cost is £3.50 per child and includes entry, a drink and a glo-stick.

To book a place for your child at the disco, please login to your MCAS account
where you will find the payment option under Products and Trips.

Bookings must be made by 3pm on Monday 29" June please. We will not
be able to take payment after this time.


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/a-pirate-adventure-a-family-pantomime-tickets-1987332105826

Move Up Day - Wednesday 8" July

Teachers will advise children and all pupils will bring home new class information
on Friday 3 July.

Current Year 6 pupils who are starting at Witchford Village College (WVC) in
September will go straight to WVC and not come to The Rackham on Wednesday.
Year 6 pupils who are not going to WVC will be in school as usual.

Reception to Year 5 will spend the day in their new class with their new teacher.

Current Pre-School pupils who are due to commence Reception in September will
attend school with a parent or carer from 1.30 - 2.30pm.

Children who are due to start at The Rackham Pre-School in September will be
invited to a taster session on Wedneday 8" July.

Please note that Pre-School will close at 12.00 for current pupils on Wednesday
8" July.

If you have any questions, please contact the office in the first instance. Thank you.

Relationships Education (including Sex Education)

Policy consultation

Please follow this link to our updated draft Relationships Education policy
(including Sex Education). If you have any commments regarding the updated
document please complete this form or email the office with your views - thank
you. The consultation will be open until 3™ July 2026

Class and Year 6 leaver photos

Children will be bringing home a photo card on Monday 29" June with the
ordering information for the class and year 6 leaver photos..

Orders will need to be placed by Sunday 5™ July for free delivery to school before
the end of term.

Orders placed on Monday 6th July onwards will incur a postage charge but can be
delivered to a home address.


https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/key-information/policy-library
https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/key-information/policy-library
https://forms.office.com/e/emmKShLk5B

Pre-School

Please could we request that all Pre-School children have a spare change of
clothes in their bag. As the weather gets warmer we will be engaging in more
water play. We would also be very grateful for the return of any spare clothes or
wellies that children may have borrowed as our stock is running low. Thank you

Please could we also remind you that Pre-School will be closed to current
pupils from 12.00 on Wednesday 8" July for Move Up day (see Move Up day
section above)

2026 - 2027 Year 6 Sweatshirt

2026 — 2027 Year 6 sweatshirts (for current year 5 pupils):

Orders can be placed now ready for the first day of term in September 2026.
Year 6 sweatshirts can be ordered via Sigma directly: Clubs & Groups - Sigma
Embroidery & Printing

Orders must be placed by parents or carers. Orders placed by 3™ July will be
delivered to school for collection before the end of term. Orders placed after 3™
July can be collected from Sigma Embroidery on Sedgeway Business Park,
Witchford but may not be ready for the start of term.

Class of

Year 6 Leavers events

Booking is now open for the Leaver's BBQ on Thursday 16™ July. The event will
take place straight after school and finish at 5.30pm. Children will be able to
swim so please provide swimming kit and towel. Please complete this form to
book. Bookings must be made by Friday 10" July

The Year 6 Leaver's assembly will take place at 10.30am on Friday 17™ July
followed by a buffet lunch. We expect the event to finish by 12.30pm. Please
book your child’'s meal via MCAS and complete this form to book for up to two
adults (adults are free of charge).


https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/clubs-groups-shop?filter_catid=172&start=0
https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/clubs-groups-shop?filter_catid=172&start=0
https://forms.office.com/e/43QRNaRcMw
https://forms.office.com/e/jMpkBDB0Pj

My Happy Mind - feedback request

Parents and Carers!
We Need You!

We are thrilled to let you know that we are applying to become
a myHappymind Accredited School. The accreditation
recognises schools that are embedding the myHappymind
curriculum into their whole-school culture and taking real action
to improve the mental health and wellbeing of the school
community:.

If we are successful, we will become a Bronze Accredited
myHappymind School and receive some amazing resources for
the children to use.

As part of the application, we are asked to provide feedback
from parents, so we would really appreciate your support.

Please click the link below before Friday 3rd July, to provide
myHappymind with feedback on the programme. We would be

very grateful for your time.

Click Here for the Bronze Parent Feedback Form

Want to learn more? Take a look at myHappymind founder
Laura Earnshaw’s best-selling book on Amazon.

Thank you for your continued support! A EARNS Ay



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf2Ov9RqnE9O5OjWXcGRcM_UYKX7PBZWduKgUETf9RQvQgDFQ/viewform?usp=header
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Happy-Mind-confidence-self-esteem-resilience/dp/1785043374
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Happy-Mind-confidence-self-esteem-resilience/dp/1785043374

A message from the Children’s Commissioner

Damea Rachel de Souza

Children's Commissioner for England

Y/

For the first time, hundreds of thousands of children will be
eligible to vote in the next general election at age 16, the biggest
change to the franchise in half a century - yet just one in five

children say politicians listen to them.

That's why I'm doing my final survey, The Big Future, to talk to a
million children, to listen to them. And to find out about what it’s
like to be a child today.

| am asking children about the changes they want to see in their
communities, their biggest concerns, and their ho r
future. More than anything, | want to know what they think a
good childhood should look like, now and in the future.

/4

How children
and young
people can take
part
The survey is
open now. Full
URL:
childrenscommi

RUN

ssioner.gov.uk/t
hebigfuture

. Mile aDay in May ( ==

Will you walk/jog/run/skip one mile each
day th oughgu;__@
Please help, us By raising fifics
track for t} e chil EThe
or W

THE RACKHAM

C OF E PRIMAFRY SCHOOL

Please use the link below to add to our Just
Giving page.

We understand there were some technical 0\5 A
difficulties but the page is now once more 5N vV
accepting donations. Thank you for your <T £1 ,672 7

support.

Just Giving link:
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/t
herackhamcofe-primaryschool



http://childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture
http://childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture
http://childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/thebigfuture
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/therackhamcofe-primaryschool
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/therackhamcofe-primaryschool

Prayer For This Week
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6ear God,

Thank you for the

NHE RACKHAM
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beauty of the world and
for trusting us to care
for it.

When we face storms
and changes in our
environment, help us be
wise, courageous, and
full of hope.

Make us like strong
trees, rooted in love,
standing together,
caring for Your creation.

w%nen'

Looking forward to seeing you all on Monday.

Best wishes,

Miss Turner



Activities and Events

Thank You to FWR for Our
New Electronic Notice Board

We are thrilled to extend our heartfelt thanks to FWR for their generous
contribution of a new electronic notice board. This incredible addition to our
community is a testament to our ongoing commitment to enhancing

communication and connectivity.

Friends of
Witchford

Registered Charity No: 1105505

BARRACUDAS

ACTIVITY DAY CAMPS

BEFORE
YOu

THINK

YOU COULD ENDANGER A CHILD'S LIFE
EE CONSIDERATE TO OUR MNEIGHEOURS

EXCLUSIVE PARENT DISCOUNT

USE CODE SCHOOLZ0 FOR AN
EXTRA £20 OFF YOUR BOOKING!

@ 4 to 14 year olds!

@ B0+ Activities!

@ Choice each session!
@ Specialist Courses!
@ Flexible bookings!

o Trustpiot
/= barracudas.co.uk oooon

0 01480 467 567

SUMMER
HOLIDAY « 24

CLUB

MONDAY 20TH JULY - FRIDAY 28TH
AUGUST 2026

Tax Credits &
Childcare
Vouchers
Accepted

from T:30am, Witcham Village Grean, Ely CBG 218

GET Competitions include:

Use code PSV1CD49 to
claim disceunt

8:00 AM - 5:45PM £35 Phus: BBO, Bar, Gin Tont, Stal e
9:00AM - 4:00PM £27 & Gakes, Ice Cream, Kids

Crafts and much mone!

BOCK NOW Rugister to compete on the day o online st

www.worldpeaghoot.com Eenafits-rolated troo school meals
a0 abginky and oo jon us for up B e
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. codmpeesenc =
N = FULLY
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B rooreat Girls trials for

Norwich City
D P E F‘J <L
TRIALS

TRIALS IN:

PETERBOROUGH

CAMBRIDGESHIRE

HERTFORDSHIRE

SUFFOLK

SURREY S

SPRING MEADOH IMFAMT SCHOOL

CONCERT
ror LIKRAINE

AN EVENING OF (MUSIC & FRIENDSHIP

SUMMER

Monday 20th July

SCAN
 HERE

IGH
CAMBRIDGESHIRE

&

Friday 2@th August 2026

Open trials for
Norwich City
>>>>>

HERTFORDSHIRE
SUFFOLK
SURREY

witchford Woloos and Vishyvanka

special guests. in partnership with
Comvoydlfioraing, this concort fises.
furds Lo dind snother ambulince
to Ukraing.

mRftem V6

]
HAS M el by SHECH Ta ARy,

For mose information and tickets
wisit wwwe tiekotsource.com,
witchfard-voices

or scan the OR code below

%wmh
Visces

Join us for a summer podied with: Arts & crofts, Sports &
goames, Baking fun, Team activities ond Outdoor play.
Children will build confidence, creativity, teamwork, and
friendships in o safe and exciting environment.
Kowping children active, erective, and smiling this sumemerl

| 9

8:00 AM - 5:45PM £35
9:00AM - 3:00PM £27

Scan the QR code for
bookings or email
infoe@activeplayeducation.co.uk
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WITCHFORD COMMUNITY SAFETY FORUM
YOUR CHANCE TO HAVE YOUR QUESTIONS HEARD

Do you have concerns about anti-social behaviour, disrespectful driving, or any other issues
relating to community safety in Witchford?

Would you like to speak face-to-face with representatives from local agencies?

We are working with the East Cambs. Community Safety Partnership to give you this chance in
Witchford.

We have scheduled a meeting of the Witchford Community Safety Forum for:

Monday 13" July 2026 at 7 pm
St Andrews Hall, Main Street, Witchford
Doors open 6:30 pm

Representatives from the police, community safety teams, youth team, Witchford Village College,
Parish, District and County Councillors will be there in person to take your questions. If you do not
want to speak, you can leave a written question too.

The panellists will try to answer your questions at the meeting, but can also take questions away.
The Community Safety Partnership will prepare an action plan for Witchford based on the key
issues arising from the evening, which will be shared with the Parish Council within three months.

Come along to St Andrews Hall on
Monday 13" July — your community,
your questions, your chance to be heard.

St. Andrew’s Church

NEWS from the Parish church of St. Andrew Witchford for the community
June, July 2026
Church wardens:
Dr Rosemary Westwell, (01353) 663918 rjwestwell@hotmail.com; mobile: 07432342845
email@ rjwestwell@hotmail.com
2nd church warden: Mr Freddie Lawes, tel (01353) 665369 mob: 07799596697 email:
hemlocks42@btinternet.com
Rector: Rev. Chris Hollingshurst 07534970127



SERVICES: Unless stated otherwise, services take place in the church at 10.00 on Sunday
mornings every week. Occasionally, there may be changes to services. These will be on our
Facebook page (‘St. Andrew’s Church Witchford’) and on the church notice board.
Coffee/tea and biscuits are served at the end of services. All welcome.

If you wish to arrange a baptism, wedding, funeral or home communion please contact
the church warden.

SERVICES

June 28th Communion
July 5th Morning Prayer
July 12th Morning Prayer
July 19th Morning Prayer
July 26th Communion

VACANCIES:

The Friends of St Andrew’s Church Witchford are seeking new members, Why not join
them for fun activities while helping our church stay open and upright? They are also
seeking a secretary. Contact Rosemary Westwell

EVENTS:

Sunday 14th June 3-5 afternoon tea with musician the church

Tuesday 23rd June 7 p,m. An Evening of Music and Poetry in the church If you would
like to read your favourite poem, please contact Rosemary Westwell

COFFEE MORNINGS
are held on the first and third Wednesdays of the month at 1000 -1130 in St Andrew'’s
Hall Witchford. Cost: minimum £5 for coffee, cake and a raffle strip.

CRAFT MORNINGS:
on the second Thursday of the month.
10.30 -12. a.m. in St Andrew'’s Hall. contact: susanmaud.sm@gmail.com 07954 178560

VILLAGE LUNCH CLUB

takes place on the first Friday of the month at 12.30 p.m. in the Village Inn. Contact
Rosemary Westwell (see above) or Gill Brand (01353) 662073 mobile: 07770932 to pay in
advance.

FREE FOOD

is available at the FOODSWAP on the first and third Wednesdays of the month from
11.30 a.m. overnight in St Andrew’s Hall porch in Witchford. Please feel welcome to
bring or take in-date and sealed food. Rosemary Westwell and Susan Maud can be
approached for applying to use using Ely Foodbank too.

ST. ANDREW'S HALL

may be hired at £12 per hour for locals, £15 per hour for others. Please contact the
Church Hall caretaker, Jan King (01353) 658621 M:07761341325 rule.king.uk@gmail.com
200 CLUB

The Friend's 200 club welcomes new members. It costs £12 a year and you can win £20
a month (£100 in December) while supporting a good cause. In addition, if you would
like to join the Friends, contact Dr Westwell 07432342845 or 01363 663918
riwestwell@hotmail.com
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