
  
 

Working together to be the best we can possibly be. 

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4.13 

28th February 2025 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to the second half of the Spring Term. How lovely to be experiencing and enjoying lighter 
mornings once more. It is beginning to feel like spring in the air. 
 
Safeguarding: 

 

 



Wellbeing and mental health: 
In this digital age, it's easy to get overwhelmed by constant notifications and information overload. Set 
boundaries on screen time, especially before bedtime, and take regular breaks from social media to 
reduce stress and improve sleep quality. 
 

Mental wellbeing is an ongoing journey, and it's okay to seek professional help if you're facing 
challenges that seem insurmountable. Prioritise your mental health, and you'll find yourself better 
equipped to navigate life's ups and downs with resilience and a positive outlook. 
 

World Book Day:  

At The Rackham, we will celebrate World Book Day on Friday 7th March. 

Dressing Up as a book character 

On this day, we invite the children to dress up as one of their favourite book 

characters. We would encourage families to share ideas and previous costumes 

to reduce the stress of preparing something from scratch! A lot of book 

characters look just like regular children and so this may be an easy win, as long 

as your child brings into school the book that their character is from! 

Second Hand Book Sale Fundraiser 

On World Book Day we will be holding a second hand book sale fundraiser. 
 

We request that every child brings into school 3 or 4 books that they have read and enjoyed but would 

now be happy to part with. Good quality texts, please!  We will collect all of the books and organise 

them.  
 

On Friday 7th March, all of the children need to bring into school £2. During the afternoon, the children 

will be able to choose up to two books to take home. Hopefully this will mean that all of the children 

can take home a book that is new to them and we will raise much needed funds to enable school to buy 

new titles for our class and school libraries. 
 

Please could you bring book donations into school from Monday 3rd March until Thursday 6th March. 
 

Thank you in advance for your support with this fundraiser! 

 



 

Would you be interested in a dance and gymnastics combined after school club?  

We are talking currently with The Lane Academy about an after school club. 
We are seeking an indication of interest in a dance and gymnastics combined 
session on a Monday from 4.30 - 5.45pm.  Children from Reception to Year 4 
would have this opportunity. The approximate cost would be £10 per session. 
Please log your name and interest in this club here: 
https://forms.office.com/e/v5D8dbHjaT 

 

Friday 21st March - Red Nose Day and Down Syndrome Awareness Day:  

School Council would like to invite all the children to come to school in their PE 

kits on Red Nose Day – Friday 21st March for a ‘Fun-ny Run’. They would like 

children to add a funny accessory if they would like e.g. sweat bands, funny 

glasses, funny badge. 

Each class will go outside and do their 'Fun-ny Run' and School Council are 

going to learn some funny warm up moves to do on the day. As we are also 

marking Down Syndrome Awareness on 21st March, please make sure you 

wear your odd socks too! 
 

There will be a donation collection point on the gates as the children arrive for school. 
 

School Uniform: Footwear a reminder:     

Branded and coloured trainers and boots are beginning to appear in school 

again. Branded and coloured footwear is inappropriate for school. We adapted 

our school policy to include trainers however our Uniform Policy states the 

following:  Black shoes or completely black trainers (no coloured 

logos) worn with white / grey / black / red socks or tights (not leggings). 

Policy Library | The Rackham C of E (VC) Primary School  

We politely request parents and carers to support the school and the uniform 

policy and send pupils into school wearing only completely black shoes or 

trainers. Thank you. 

Breaktime and lunchtime snacks: In school, we have noticed an increase of 
chocolate bars and other confectionary items in packed lunch boxes that are 
not part of our guidance on healthy lunch boxes. We have posted some 
guidance on the Pre-School page on our website may be of interest to 
parents and carers giving an outline of why healthy eating is important: 
Healthy Eating | The Rackham C of E (VC) Primary School 

For morning break we suggest fruit or vegetables as the most appropriate 
snack. 

The Rackham Pre-School notices: Thank you for your support on the decision to 

keep the pre-school gate locked until 8.45am. Children seem to have adjusted well 

to parents and carers dropping off and saying goodbye at the pre-school gate with 

Play Leaders guiding children to the main door. Thank you also to parents and 

carers for remaining at the gate rather than in the pre-school play area for 

collection from the main green gate. 

https://forms.office.com/e/v5D8dbHjaT
https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/key-information/policy-library
https://www.rackhamprimaryschool.com/the-rackham-pre-school/healthy-eating


 

We would like to share with parents and carers guidelines from the NHS about when to move children 

from nappies to potty training. How to potty train - NHS 

Using a potty is a new skill for your child to learn. It's best to take it slowly and go at your child's pace. 
Being patient with them will help them get it right, even if you sometimes feel frustrated. 

Children can control their bladder and bowels when they're physically ready and when they want to be 
dry and clean. Every child is different, so it's best not to compare your child with others. 

Bear in mind that most children can control their bowels before their bladder. 

1. By age one year, most babies have stopped doing poos at night. 
2. By age two years, some children will be dry during the day, but this is still quite early. 
3. By age three years, 9 out of 10 children are dry most days – even then, all children have the odd 

accident, especially when they're excited, upset or absorbed in something else. 
4. By age four years, most children are reliably dry during the day. 

It usually takes a little longer for children to learn to stay dry throughout the night. 

Although most learn this between the ages of 3 and 5, up to 1 in 5 children aged 5 sometimes wet the 
bed. If you need any help with potty training, please contact the office in the first instance. 

East Cambridgeshire Child and Family Centres March 2025 What’s On is here! 

Please see the latest What’s On guide and social media posts for further information about programmes 

and how to get in touch with the team. Link here: Community Notice Board | The Rackham C of E (VC) 

Primary School 

Places are very limited so please get in touch via e-mail, phone or Facebook to book onto these 

sessions. 

  

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/baby/babys-development/potty-training-and-bedwetting/how-to-potty-train/
https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/community/notice-board
https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/community/notice-board


Parent’s Evenings: booking now open: 

Booking for Reception to Year 6 is now open – please book via your MCAS account.  Appointment 

times for Pre-School should be booked with the school office from Monday 24th February. Booking will 

close at 9am on Monday 3rd March. 

Year Group Date 

Parent’s Evening Pre-School pupils Monday 3rd March 2025 3.30 - 5pm 

Parent’s Evening Reception to Year 6 pupils Wednesday 5th March 2025 3.30 - 7pm 

Parent’s Evening Reception to Year 6 pupils Thursday 6th March 2025 3.30 - 5.30pm 
 

 

FWR – Dates for your diary: 

 

Friday 28th March Doughnut Day and Easter Bingo 

Wednesday 2nd 
April  

Disco for Reception to Year 6 (booking required 
nearer the time) 

Sunday 18th May Yard Sale – Save the date! 

Are you the next winner of Junior Bake Off?  

Applications for the 11th series of Junior Bake Off; a Channel 4 programme that 

celebrates the culinary talent and ambition of the younger generation in Britain.   If 

you are aged 9-15 years old and a budding young baker, then consider applying for 

the next series. Filming is taking place from July 2025, but applications close on 

Sunday 23rd March 2025. Interested bakers can apply online at - 

www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk Enquiries: 

applyforjuniorbakeoff@loveproductions.co.uk    

 
 

Term dates for 2025 – 2026: 
Term dates for next academic year are now available on the website and can be found here. 
 
WADSY: 

 

http://www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk/
mailto:applyforjuniorbakeoff@loveproductions.co.uk
https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/news-and-school-calendar/termdates


Last chance to have your say: Ely to Witchford Active Travel Crossing Project Team: 

  
 

Highways & Transport Service, Cambridgeshire County Council 

Public Consultation Details 

The public consultation is open from 12.00pm Wednesday 22 January and closes 11.59pm on 

Wednesday 5 March. 

Consultation page: Ely to Witchford Active Travel Crossing | Cambridgeshire County Council 

Telephone: 0345 045 5212 

Email: elytowitchford@cambridgeshire.gov.uk 

Address: ALC2604, New Shire Hall, Emery Crescent, Enterprise Campus, Alconbury Weald, Huntingdon, 

PE28 4YE 
  
Ben Isaacson Football Coach: 

  
 

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/travel-roads-and-parking/transport-projects/ely-to-witchford-active-travel-crossing
mailto:elytowitchford@cambridgeshire.gov.uk


 

Education Inclusion Family Advisor team workshops: 
 

 
 

  



  
 

Attendance: 
The Rackham has an updated policy on Attendance. Please follow this link to read the policy on the 
school website.   
Thank you to all our parents and carers for supporting our drive for improved attendance. The 

Government has identified a child’s attendance of 96% and above is the key figure to give best chance 

of academic progress. Please can we remind you that absence must be reported to the office by 9am on 

each day of absence.  

 

This week’s attendance: 95.19% 

 
 

Looking forward to seeing you all again on Monday. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Miss Turner 

  

https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/key-information/policy-library


 

Dates for your diary: 

3rd March 

 

5th March 

6th March 

7th March 

Pre-School Parent’s Evening 3.30pm – 5.30pm – booking required via the 

office 

Parent’s Evening 3.30pm – 7.00pm – booking required via MCAS 

Parent’s Evening 3.30pm – 5.00pm = booking required via MCAS 

World Book Day 

19th March 

21st March 

Parent’s Information Evening Y6 SATs (booking required nearer the time) 

Red Nose Day and Downs Syndrome awareness day  

27th March 

28th March 

28th March 

Y2 Parent or carer school dinner (booking required nearer the time) 

FWR Doughnut Day 

FWR Easter Bingo 

2nd April 
4th  April 

FWR Disco (booking required nearer the time) 
Autism awareness (Non uniform – rainbow of colour) 
Last day of term  

  EASTER HOLIDAY 

 


