
  
 

Working together to be the best we can possibly be. 

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4.13 

 

13th September 2024 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
What a super week with so many parents and carers in school for our Meet the Teacher Open 
Mornings. The partnership between school and home is an important one for our children. Thank you 
for reorganising your week to come along. 
 
Safeguarding: 
Easy to use guides on how to set up parental controls to ensure your child only view age-appropriate 
content on iPhone and android so protecting your child from viewing age-inappropriate content. 

    



Wellbeing and Mental Health: 

 
 
Parent View: 
If you attended any of our Meet the Teachers sessions this week, did you know you can provide 
feedback for us through Parent View. Link here: Welcome to Ofsted Parent View | Ofsted Parent View 
 
Dangerous use of bicycles and scooters: 
We have received updates from members of the public about pupils cycling dangerously on pavements 
and roads. We have also been informed of dangerous scooter use by our pupils.  
In both instances, children have failed to stop or show awareness of pedestrians when leaving the 
school site and have caused injury by running up the back of legs. 
Please ensure children are supervised and be mindful of the needs of others using the pavement. 
 
Attendance: 
As you may be aware, the Government has altered attendance legislation for schools.  We are 
extremely grateful for your patience with release of our policy, we are awaiting a final document from 
the Local Authority before we can share the entire updated policy and guidance with parents and 
carers. 

                            

The Rackham C of E Pre-School contact details: 

If parents or carers wish to contact the pre-school please use The Rackham Primary 
School phone number 01353 662436 to speak to the office who will take your 
message.   Alternatively, please email either the school office: 
office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk or pre-school@rackham.cambs.sch.uk  
 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
mailto:office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk
mailto:pre-school@rackham.cambs.sch.uk


Individual and sibling photos for all children. 
As you will be aware, the school photographer will be at the Primary School on Thursday 19th 
September. All children (including the Pre-School) will have their individual photos taken. If you have 
children at both the Pre-School and the Primary school and would like a photo of the children together, 
please contact the school to book a time between 8am and 9am. There is no need to book if your 
children attend just the Primary school (Year R – 6), sibling photos will be taken during the day. 
 
Uniform orders: 
Uniform items for school and pre-school pupils are now available from Sigma. Clubs & Groups - Sigma 
Embroidery & Printing 
Orders must be placed by parents and carers and will then be delivered to school and given to the 
children to bring home. 
 
Happy Birthday to us! 

 
 
The Rackham C of E Primary School was founded in 1844, we are 180 years old this year.  
 

To mark this phenomenal birthday, we would like all pupils and adults working at school (and parents 

too if they wish) to dress in Victorian style clothes for the last day of this half term, Friday 25th 

September 2024. 

Do you have any memories of The Rackham? We would love to share them. Please jot down your 

memories and hand in at the school office or email office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk  

Thank you. 

Clubs: 

Staff led Afterschool Clubs will begin next week (16th September) and end on 25th October. All after 

school clubs finish at 4.15pm. Further clubs will be added during the school year. Clubs will be available 

to book from 6pm today. 

First half of Autumn Term 2024 

  

Day Lunchtime Club Afterschool club 

Monday Colouring – Year 1 and 2   

Tuesday   Gardening - Year 5 and 6 
Crochet – Year 5 and 6 

Wednesday   Staff meeting  

Thursday    Choir  - Year 3 - 6 
Intro to Netball – Year 1 and 2 

Lego/Construction - Year 1 and 2 

Friday     

 
Girl Guiding in Witchford: 
Please see the message below from the Girl Guiding Leaders in Witchford: 
 
Did you know Girlguiding is active in your community? 1st Witchford Rainbows, 1st Witchford Brownies 

and 1st Witchford Guides provide a range of extracurricular activities for girls aged 4-7, 7-10 and 10-14.  

https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/clubs-groups-shop?filter_catid=172&start=0
https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/clubs-groups-shop?filter_catid=172&start=0
mailto:office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk


We work through a variety of Girlguiding themes, go on adventures, play games, do crafts, bake, take 

part in community events, undertake challenges, learn new skills and most importantly, have FUN!  

 

Would your daughter like to join us? We meet in Witchford on Tuesdays in term time, 4:30-5:30 for 

Rainbows, 6:00-7:30 for Brownies, and Guides meet 6:30-8:00. Rainbows is currently at capacity and 

running a waiting list, but there are spaces available at Brownies and Guides. 

 

Please see www.girlguiding.org.uk for more information, or contact us directly using 

witchfordrainbows@gmail.com /  witchfordbrownies@gmail.com / witchford.guides@gmail.com.  

 

Would you like to volunteer with Girlguiding? We help all girls to know they can do anything! Are you 

curious, adaptable, thoughtful, ambitious? Could your skills compliment Girlguiding in Witchford? 

Please see www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested for more information.  

 

Your local Girlguiding leaders, Ellen, Robyn, Brown Owl, Arctic Owl, Butterfly and Squirrel. 

 

Aspire Education: 

Please see the poster below regarding fully funded courses with StudySmartUk.

 

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/
mailto:witchfordrainbows@gmail.com
mailto:witchfordbrownies@gmail.com
mailto:witchford.guides@gmail.com
http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/interested


  

Sutton Fire Station Open Day: 

Please do support the Sutton Fire Station Open Day on Saturday 21st September. 

 

Tea and Toast Tuesdays with Cambridge Acorn Project: 
Please see below for details of a new service from The Cambridge Acorn Project. The hubs are for any 
wellbeing support the family may need. It can be trauma/domestic abuse related or could be help 
accessing support around claiming benefits, housing issues, enrichment for young people, family related 
legal advice. We have connections with Tees Laws, Sendiass and Cambridgeshire Skills. It can be for 
parents that feel socially isolated and want a safe place to meet people. Pretty much anything we can 
either help with or signpost to other agencies. Everyone is welcome! 
 

 



 
Attendance: 
Thank you to all our parents and carers for supporting our drive for improved attendance. The 

Government has identified a child’s attendance of 96% and above is the key figure to give best chance 

of academic progress. Please can we remind you that absence must be reported to the office by 9am on 

each day of absence.  

 

This week’s attendance: 97.08% 

 
 

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Monday. 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Miss Turner 

 

  



 

 

 

Dates for your diary – please note more dates may be added 

16th September 

18th September 

 

19th September 

19th September 

Jeans for genes week 

Y6 Ravenstor Parent information evening – more information and booking form 

will be sent early next week. 

Individual photos children and staff 

Y6 Witchford Village College Open Evening 

23rd September  

25th September 

Cycle to school week 

MTC information evening 6pm (booking form will be available soon) 

2nd October 

4th October 

New intake evening for The Rackham 6pm 

FWR Doughnut Day  

SEND Coffee Morning date tbc 

8th – 12th 

October  

 Scholastic Book Fair – Tuesday to Friday after school in the hall 

 

14th October 

17th October 

Y6 Ravenstor depart 14.10.2024; return 18.10.2024 

Y5 Parent or carer school dinner invitation 

21st October  

28th October HALF TERM 

4th November   

11th November  

 

15th November  

Parent’s Evening Week 

Anti-Bullying Week 

Children in Need 

20th November Y4 Burwell information evening 

 

28th November Y4 Parent or carer school dinner invitation 

2nd December Christmas performances this week 

12th December 

13th December 

Christmas Dinner – Reception and KS1  

Christmas Dinner – KS2  

19th December Last day of term 

 CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY 
23.12.2024 – 03.01.2025 

 


