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The Rackham C of E Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children 
and young people and expects all staff to share this commitment.   
 
Transition: Reception to Year 1   

 Practitioners and Year 1 teachers should work together     

 The final year of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) should be valuable in itself and prepare 
the ground for Year 1.   

 Year 1 should build on the successful principles and approach encapsulated in the EYFS.   

 EYFS practitioners must give year 1 teachers a copy of the EYFS profile report    

 Practitioners may also choose to provide a short commentary on each child's skills and abilities in 
relation to the key characteristics of effective teaching and learning.  
  

This will help to inform:   

 A dialogue between reception and Year 1 teachers about each child's stage of development and 
learning needs   

 The planning of year 1 activities    

 Practitioners and year 1 teachers should work together   

 This is set out in paragraph 2.12 of the EYFS framework.   

 Year 1 teachers should also be involved in EYFS profile moderation, to help them understand the 
judgements made by EYFS practitioners.   
 

Strategies to encourage a successful transition   
Pupils often find it challenging to move away from the play-based approach in the foundation stage to the 
more formal and structured curriculum of Key Stage 1.  
 
 At The Rackham we utilise a 3 stage approach to achieve a smooth transition:   

 Run induction to year 1 activities   

 Give pupils the chance to get familiar with their new environment, by visiting their new classroom 
and meeting their Year 1 teacher.   

 Introduce pupils to activities involving larger groups with older pupils, such as assemblies and 
playtime.   

 Mixed year groups on the playground at lunchtime play. 

 Create continuity between Reception and Year 1   

 Consider the benefit of keeping the class groups the same in Reception and Year 1.   

 In the last EYFS term, change the methodology of timetabling areas of learning to make it more like 
Year 1.   
 

Ways to do this:   
 Introduce a more structured timetable   
 Spend more time on Literacy and Maths sessions   
 Make more activities adult-led, but still allow time for play-based activities  
 

Communication   
Have conversations with parents/carers, children and other staff to make sure everyone has a clear 
understanding of what’s happening.  
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This policy will be reviewed and agreed in line with Government guidelines by the Governing Body. 
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