
 
Working together to be the best we can possibly be. 

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4.13 

30th January 2026 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
With the end of January, it seems we are beginning to see longer periods of daylight and brighter 
mornings. Spring seems to be on its way. 
 
Attendance: 
This week’s attendance: 94.6% 
 
The Rackham has a policy on Attendance. Please follow this link to read the policy on the school 
website.  Policy Library | The Rackham C of E (VC) Primary School 
 
Thank you to all our parents and carers for supporting our drive for improved attendance. The 
Government has identified a child’s attendance of 96% and above is the key figure to give best chance 
of academic progress. Please can we remind you that absence must be reported to the office by 9am 
on each day of absence.  
 
 
Safeguarding: Attendance  

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.rackhamprimaryschool.com/key-information/policy-library


Wellbeing and Mental Health: East Cambridgeshire Child and Family Centre 
 
 

 
 

 
Using the zebra crossing safely: We have received reports 
from drivers that pedestrians are using the zebra crossing in a 
dangerous manner. Pedestrians are reported to be walking 
out to the zebra crossing from other entry points rather than 
the path at either end of the zebra crossing. We have received 
reports of a near miss where this has happened. We politely 
request all pedestrians enter the zebra crossing from the path 
at either end of the zebra crossing and refrain from entering 

from other locations where drivers are not expecting. 
 
Parking: 
Please ensure cars are parked considerately at drop off and pick up times. In 
particular, we have had reports that parking on Manor Court Road could 
prevent emergency vehicles from access. Thank you for your co-operation.  
 
 
 



Contacting staff at The Rackham C of E Primary 
School and Pre-School: Where parents and carers 
wish to contact staff to update or pass on a message, 
please email office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk or speak 

to a member of the Office Team.  
 
Uniform orders: 
Uniform items for school and pre-school pupils are now available from Sigma. Primary School: Clubs & 
Groups - Sigma Embroidery & Printing  Pre-School: Clubs & Groups - Sigma Embroidery & Printing 
Orders must be placed by parents and carers and will then be delivered to school and given to the 
children to bring home. 
 

 

Save the date!  FWR events: 

Wednesday 11th  
February 2026 

Film Night:  
We are excited to announce our next Film Night! It will 
take place straight after school on Wednesday 11th 
February, finishing at 4.00pm for Reception and KS1 
and 5pm for KS2. The cost will be £3.00 which includes 
crisps and a drink. If your child has a special dietary 
need, please let the office know via 
office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk . 

The films being shown are: 

Reception – The Smeds and The Smoos (U) 

Years 1 - 2 – Wallace and Gromit – A Close Shave (U) 

Years 3 – 6 – Children can choose between Dog Man (U) 
or The Lorax (U) – please select their preferred film 
when making payment on MCAS. 

To book a place for your child, please login to your 
MCAS account where you will find the payment option 
under Products and Trips. 

Bookings must be made by 9am on Monday 9th 
February. This is so we can comply with Safeguarding, 
Health and Safety and Fire regulations. No bookings will 
be accepted after this time. 

We hope the children will enjoy the evening and thank 
you for your continued support in fundraising for the 
school. 

  

FWR committee 

 

27th March Doughnut Day – more information coming soon. 

 

 

mailto:office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk
https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/clubs-groups-shop?filter_catid=172&start=0
https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/clubs-groups-shop?filter_catid=172&start=0
https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/clubs-groups-shop?filter_catid=177
mailto:office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk


Starting preparation to become school ready: Use this handy checklist below to 
prepare your child for moving to Reception in September 2026. Pre-School pupils 
can also work on these things too! Do please contact the office if you would like any 
further advice or support. Thank you. 
 

 
 

 
Pre-School existing injury form: If your child has an existing injury that you are aware of, 

please complete this form before their Pre-School session:  
 

 
 
 
Clothing: Please would you ensure that all pre-school children have a change of 
clothes and suitable closed footwear. If children come in wearing wellies, please can 
they bring a suitable pair of shoes to change into. 
 
 
Toys from home:  Please could we request that no toys from home are brought in as it 
can cause upset if they are misplaced. 
 
 
 

 

Contact us: If you need to contact the Pre-School, please email or the office. Please do 
not use Tapestry for communication as Pre-School staff may not see it immediately. 
 
 
 



Reception - Craft and Cake sessions  
To mark Mother’s Day, we would like to invite one special person, from each 
child's family to join us for a 'Craft and Cake' session on Wednesday 11th 
March from 2pm to 3pm. During this time, we plan to have a class story and 
some time to join in with some craft activities.  
 

To book your place for this wonderful opportunity, please login to the Products and Trips page of your 
MCAS account. Bookings will close on Friday 27th February 2026.  
 

Unfortunately, we will be unable to accommodate siblings as we do not have the space within our 
classrooms to do this safely.  
 

Young Artists’ Summer Show: This spring The Rackham is, once again, 
participating in an exciting opportunity for budding young artists.  
 

We have registered our school for The Royal Academy Young Artists Summer 
Exhibition.  
 

This is the 8th year of the exhibition, which takes place at The Royal Academy of 
Art in London, and it is the third time that our school has decided to submit entries.  
 

The Young Artists’ Summer Show is a wonderful opportunity for UK-based artists and schools to 
engage creatively in the making and sharing of a piece of artwork that truly expresses their own voice. 
There is no theme and artists aged 4-19 can submit a wide range of works which may include drawing, 
painting, printing, photography, sculpture, textile, fashion, animation, video, or a surprise for The 
Academy.  
 

The artworks are judged by a panel of artists and art professionals with selected works displayed 
online and on-site at the Royal Academy of Arts.  
 

Please watch the video that you will find within the link below, as it will give you an idea of some of the 
art works that were submitted in 2025. You may even recognise someone in the video! 
 

Young Artists' Summer Show | Royal Academy 
 

Attached to this email is guidance for submissions.  
 

For guidance on how to photograph your art work, please see the FAQ section here:  
 

Young Artists' Summer Show | Royal Academy 
 

If you would like art work to be submitted, please complete the attached permission form when you 
send the photographed and real art work to school.  
 

If your child would like to produce a piece of art to submit to the exhibition, please do the following:  
1. Create the artwork 
2. Photograph the artwork, using the guidelines as above 
3. Email the image to school along with your child’s name, the art medium used to create the art 

and a short description of the art work. This must include a title and the size of the work. 
4. Send to school a completed permission form. 
5. Keep the original art work safe. If your child’s work is selected for the exhibition we will need to 

send it to the Royal Academy. We will also want to display the art works in school, to celebrate 
the children’s creativity, even if no work is selected for the exhibition. 

6. Send all of the above between now and Friday 27th February at the latest.  
  

We hope that lots of children from our school will be inspired to submit their work and look forward 
with great excitement to seeing their submissions! If you have any questions please contact school. 
 

 

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/
https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/faqs


 

Activities and Events: 

 
Norwich City Football Development to let you 
know that we are currently seeking talented 

Year 5 boys to join our Development Centre at 
Witchford Village College. 

 

  
EIFA Workshops  

To book, please see the above EIFA workshops 
poster.  

• Supporting your Child with Feelings of Anger – 
02/02/2026 @ 18:00–19:30  

• Supporting your Child with Feelings of Worry – 
05/02/2026 @ 18:00–19:30  

• Family Wellbeing -10/02/2026 @ 12:00-13:30 
Cc = evening workshops 

 



 Dance & Acro-gymnastics with The Lane Academy for 
Reception to Year 4 at The Rackham Primary: We are excited 
to be able to offer spaces to new members at our Dance and 
Acro-gymnastics club.  The club runs every Monday from 4.30 
- 5.45pm and children take part in dance as well as 
gymnastics, where they will learn and build confidence in new 
skills.  We are also excited to be offering ISTD dance exams to 

the children attending and these will take place in March. 

If you would like to book a place for next term, please use this link: Dance & Acro-Gymnastics @ 
Rackham Primary School (4 - 9yrs) at Witchford Rackham Primary School, Witchford | Lane Academy 
| Powered by ClassForKids 

 

 
Looking forward to seeing everyone on Monday. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Miss Turner  

https://lane-academy.classforkids.io/info/322
https://lane-academy.classforkids.io/info/322
https://lane-academy.classforkids.io/info/322


Dates for your diary: 

 

2nd February  

11th February 

 

13th February 

FWR Film Night – booking now open. Booking closes on Monday 9th February at 

9am 

Last day of term 

Half term 

23rd February  

4th March 

5th March 
6th March 

Parent’s Evening 3.30pm - 7pm – booking opens 13th February 

Parent’s Evening 3.30pm - 5.30pm – booking opens 13th February 
World Book Day at The Rackham 

9th March 

11th March 
11th March 
 

Children’s Mental Health week 
Reception Craft and Cake session – 2pm – 3pm – booking now open via MCAS 
Year 1 Phonics screening - online parent information evening – booking required 
nearer the time 

18th March 
 

20th March 

Year 6 SAT’s - online parent information evening – booking required nearer the 
time 

Comic Relief – more information coming soon  

26th March 

27th March 

27th March 

Year 2 Parent meal – booking required nearer the time 

Doughnut Day – more information coming soon 
Last day of term 

Easter holiday 

 

 


