
 

Working together to be the best we can possibly be. 

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4.13 

6th February 2026 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Another purposeful week at The Rackham! Pupils in Key Stage Two have enjoyed coaching sessions led 
by Cambridge United Football Club apprentices.  
 
Attendance: 
This week’s attendance: 93.9% 
 
The Rackham has a policy on Attendance. Please follow this link to read the policy on the school 
website.  Policy Library | The Rackham C of E (VC) Primary School 
 
Thank you to all our parents and carers for supporting our drive for improved attendance. The 
Government has identified a child’s attendance of 96% and above is the key figure to give best chance 
of academic progress. Please can we remind you that absence must be reported to the office by 9am 
on each day of absence.  
 
 
Safeguarding: Attendance 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.rackhamprimaryschool.com/key-information/policy-library


Wellbeing and Mental Health: 

 
 
 
Wellbeing and Mental Health: East Cambridgeshire Child and Family Centre 

 
 



 
Using the zebra crossing safely: We have received reports 
from drivers that pedestrians are using the zebra crossing in a 
dangerous manner. Pedestrians are reported to be walking 
out to the zebra crossing from other entry points rather than 
the path at either end of the zebra crossing. We have received 
reports of a near miss where this has happened. We politely 
request all pedestrians enter the zebra crossing from the path 
at either end of the zebra crossing and refrain from entering 

from other locations where drivers are not expecting. 
 

 

Save the date!  FWR events: 

Wednesday 11th  
February 2026 

Film Night:  
We are excited to announce our next Film Night! It will 
take place straight after school on Wednesday 11th 
February, finishing at 4.00pm for Reception and KS1 
and 5pm for KS2. The cost will be £3.00 which includes 
crisps and a drink. If your child has a special dietary 
need, please let the office know via 
office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk . 

The films being shown are: 

Reception – The Smeds and The Smoos (U) 

Years 1 - 2 – Wallace and Gromit – A Close Shave (U) 

Years 3 – 6 – Children can choose between Dog Man (U) 
or The Lorax (U) – please select their preferred film 
when making payment on MCAS. 

To book a place for your child, please login to your 
MCAS account where you will find the payment option 
under Products and Trips. 

Bookings must be made by 9am on Monday 9th 
February. This is so we can comply with Safeguarding, 
Health and Safety and Fire regulations. No bookings will 
be accepted after this time. 

We hope the children will enjoy the evening and thank 
you for your continued support in fundraising for the 
school. 

FWR committee 

 

27th March Doughnut Day – more information available soon. 

 

Contacting staff at The Rackham C of E Primary 
School and Pre-School: Where parents and carers 
wish to contact staff to update or pass on a message, 
please email office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk or speak 

to a member of the Office Team.  
 

mailto:office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk
mailto:office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk


Bins: Please avoid using the recycling bins at the front of school for general rubbish. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Year 3/4 Art: Please would each child bring a shoebox into school for their art lesson next week. Shoe 
boxes are needed for Friday 13th February please. 
 
 

Reception - Craft and Cake sessions  
To mark Mother’s Day, we would like to invite one special person, from 
each child's family to join us for a 'Craft and Cake' session on Wednesday 
11th March from 2pm to 3pm. During this time, we plan to have a class 
story and some time to join in with some craft activities.  
 

To book your place for this wonderful opportunity, please login to the Products and Trips page of your 
MCAS account. Bookings will close on Friday 27th February 2026.  
 

Unfortunately, we will be unable to accommodate siblings as we do not have the space within our 
classrooms to do this safely.  
 

 
Year 1 Phonics Screening Information Evening (online) 

Please use this link to book for the online Year 1 Phonics 

Screening Information Evening on Wednesday 11th March at 

6pm:  

 
 

 
Parent’s Evenings for Primary School and Pre-School pupils: 
Parent’s Evenings will take place on Wednesday 4th and Thursday 5th March.  
Bookings for Reception to Year 6 will open via MCAS on Friday 13th February at 
9am and will close on Friday 27th February at 8am.  
If you wish to book a meeting with your Pre-School child’s keyworker, please 
contact the office to book a time. 

 
 

 
A message from Kate, Series Producer at Love Productions; the production 
company behind The Great British Bake Off, The Great British Sewing Bee and 
The Great Pottery Throw Down I am contacting you to let you know that we 
have recently opened applications for the 12th series of Junior Bake off, a 
Channel 4 competition series celebrating Britain’s young baking talent! 
We are looking for young budding bakers between 9-15 years old and 
interested bakers can apply online at - www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk Email: 
applyforjuniorbakeoff@loveproductions.co.uk   Filming would take place from 
July 2026, but our applications close on Sunday 15th March 2026. Please do feel 

free to contact us on 0207 067 4833, should you have any questions regarding the above. 
Best wishes,  
The Junior Bake Off Team   

http://www.applyforjuniorbakeoff.co.uk/
mailto:applyforjuniorbakeoff@loveproductions.co.uk


Pre-School Craft and Cake: 

To mark Mother’s Day, we would like to invite one special person, from each child's 
family to join us for 'Craft and Cake' on either Friday 13th March or Tuesday 17th 
March between 11am and 12pm or Wednesday 18th March between 2 – 3pm 
depending on when your child is in session. If your child attends more than one of 
these sessions, please only book one.  During this time, we plan to have a class 

story and some time to join in with some craft activities.  
 

To book your place for this wonderful opportunity, please login to the Products and Trips page of your 
MCAS account. Bookings will close on Friday 27th February 2026.  
 

Unfortunately, we will be unable to accommodate siblings as we do not have the space within our Pre-
School to do this safely. 
 

Pre-School existing injury form: If your child has an existing injury that you are 
aware of, please complete this form before their Pre-School session:  
 
 

 

 
 

Clothing: Please would you ensure that all pre-school children have a change of 

clothes and suitable closed footwear. If children come to pre-school wearing wellies, 

please could they bring a suitable pair of shoes to change into. 

 
 

 

Toys from home: Please could we request no toys from home are brought into pre-

school as it can cause upset for children if toys are misplaced. 

 

 
 

 

Contact us: If you need to contact the Pre-School, please email or phone the office. 

Please do not use Tapestry for communication as Pre-School staff may not see it 

immediately. 

 
 

 
Smartphone Free Childhood Campaign 
With the growing national conversation around children, social media, and smartphones, you may be 
aware of the parent led campaign Smartphone Free Childhood. 
 

Learn More: Explore the SFC Resources for Parents: 
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/resources-for-parents 
 

Watch: See the Smartphone Dilemma videos for a deeper look at the research: 
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/resource/the-smartphone-dilemma 
 

Connect: Join our school WhatsApp group for parents who share concerns about the impact of early 
smartphone use to support one another 
https://chat.whatsapp.com/CcSVWWXB5nN9dlKHoXXHKM?mode=gi_t 

https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/resources-for-parents
https://www.smartphonefreechildhood.org/resource/the-smartphone-dilemma
https://chat.whatsapp.com/CcSVWWXB5nN9dlKHoXXHKM?mode=gi_t


 

Young Artist’s Summer Show 

This spring The Rackham is, once again, participating in an exciting 

opportunity for budding young artists.  We have registered our school for 

The Royal Academy Young Artists Summer Exhibition.  This is the 8th year 

of the exhibition, which takes place at The Royal Academy of Art in 

London, and it is the third time that our school has decided to submit 

entries.  The Young Artists’ Summer Show is a wonderful opportunity for 

UK-based artists and schools to engage creatively in the making and sharing of a piece of artwork that 

truly expresses their own voice. There is no theme and artists aged 4-19 can submit a wide range of 

works which may include drawing, painting, printing, photography, sculpture, textile, fashion, 

animation, video, or a surprise for The Academy.  

The artworks are judged by a panel of artists and art profess.0ionals with selected works displayed 

online and on-site at the Royal Academy of Arts.  

Please watch the video that you will find within the link below, as it will give you an idea of some of the 

art works that were submitted in 2025. You may even recognise someone in the video! 

Young Artists' Summer Show | Royal Academy 

Attached to this email is guidance for submissions.  

For guidance on how to photograph your art work, please see the FAQ section here:  

Young Artists' Summer Show | Royal Academy 

If you would like art work to be submitted, please complete the attached permission form when you 

send the photographed and real art work to school.  

If your child would like to produce a piece of art to submit to the exhibition, please do the following:  

1. Create the artwork 

2. Photograph the artwork, using the guidelines as above 

3. Email the image to school along with your child’s name, the art medium used to create the art 

and a short description of the art work. This must include a title and the size of the work. 

4. Send to school a completed permission form. 

5. Keep the original art work safe. If your child’s work is selected for the exhibition we will need to 

send it to the Royal Academy. We will also want to display the art works in school, to celebrate 

the children’s creativity, even if no work is selected for the exhibition. 

6. Send all of the above between now and Friday 27th February at the latest.  

  

We hope that lots of children from our school will be inspired to submit their work and look forward 

with great excitement to seeing their submissions! If you have any questions please contact school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/
https://youngartists.royalacademy.org.uk/faqs


Activities and Events: 

  

  

  



  

  

 

 
Looking forward to seeing everyone on Monday. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Miss Turner  



Dates for your diary: 

 

9th February 

11th February 

 

13th February 

Children’s Mental Health week 
FWR Film Night – booking now open. Booking closes on Monday 9th February at 

9am 

Last day of term 

Half term 

23rd February  

4th March 
5th March 
6th March 

Parent’s Evening 3.30pm - 7pm – booking opens 13th February 
Parent’s Evening 3.30pm - 5.30pm – booking opens 13th February 
World Book Day at The Rackham 

11th March 
11th March 
13th March 

Reception Craft and Cake session – 2pm – 3pm – booking now open via MCAS 
Year 1 Phonics screening - online parent information evening – booking required 
Pre-School Craft and Cake session – 11am – 12pm – booking now open via MCAS 

17th March 
18th March 
18th March 
 
20th March 

Pre-School Craft and Cake session – 11am – 12pm - booking now open via MCAS 
Pre-School Craft and Cake session – 2pm – 3pm - booking now open via MCAS 
Year 6 SATs - online parent information evening – booking required nearer the 
time 
Comic Relief – more information coming soon 

26th March 
27th March 
27th March 

Year 2 Parent meal – booking required nearer the time 
Doughnut Day – more information coming soon 
Last day of term 

Easter holiday 

 

 


