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Working together to be the best we can possibly be.
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4.13

27th February 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

What a joy to welcome our pupils, families and staff back to school this week. Spring
promises to be moving ever closer with the lighter mornings and the first signs of blossom
on the trees.

Attendance:
This week’s attendance: 94.1%

The Rackham has a policy on Attendance. Please follow this link to read the policy on the
school website. Policy Library | The Rackham C of E (VC) Primary School

Thank you to all our parents and carers for supporting our drive for improved attendance.
The Government has identified a child’s attendance of 96% and above is the key figure to
give best chance of academic progress. Please can we remind you that absence must be
reported to the office by 9am on each day of absence.

Safeguarding:

Eventbrite - Log In and Sign In

Parent Power session with CGL CYP service

Would you like to have a better understanding of substances use amongst
young people . Do you feel like your young people have more knowledge
than you? If so we have the session for you.

Join CGL CYP service to expend your knowledge on substances and
what is trending among young people within Peterborough.

Join us for our online sessions: Tuesday 17th March @7pm or
Wednesday 25th March @1.30pm

Use the links below to book onto one of our sessions:

Eventbrite - Dashboard

Eventbrite - Dashboard

We look forward to seeing you there



https://www.rackhamprimaryschool.com/key-information/policy-library
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/signin/?referrer=%2Fmyevent%3Feid%3D1981772232094

Wellbeing and mental health: online homework Please keep in
mind that it is recommended for children (and adults) to try to

avoid screens for 90 minutes before they go to bed for better
quality sleep which, in turn, supports focus and positive mental
health.

NHS Cambridgeshire and

‘ Ccmbridgeshire & Peterborough Peterborough Integrated Care Board
Integrated Care System has requested that the following
information is shared with parents.

Dear parent or carer

The local NHS is reminding families of the extra urgent NHS dental care appointments that
are available across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. These appointments help with
common urgent problems such as severe dental pain, excessive bleeding of the gums and
loose or broken crowns and bridges.

If you or your child needs urgent dental help, visit NHS 111 online or call 111. Symptoms will
be checked and you’ll be given details of the local dental practices that offer urgent dental
care. If your family already sees a dentist, please contact them first. If they can’t help, NHS
111 will explain what to do next.

As patients are not linked or registered to one specific practice, those who need urgent NHS
dental care can contact any practice offering NHS services across Cambridgeshire and
Peterborough to see if urgent care appointments are available.

Urgent NHS dental care appointments are for anybody of any age who needs urgent dental
care. Charges start from £27.40 unless you qualify for free NHS care or help with costs. NHS
dental care is free for all children under 18, or those under 19 in eligible full-time education.

You can find more information on urgency NHS dental appointments on the NHS website.

Thank you,
NHS Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Integrated Care Board

Red Nose Day: The School Council are thrilled to announce that they will

be hosting 'The Rackham's Funniest Class Competition', to celebrate Red
Nose Day. Each class will be holding a mini joke competition to find their
funniest joke to bring to a very special Red Nose Day Joke Competition,
where one of our classes will win the accolade of being 'The Rackham's

Funniest Class!' We can't wait to laugh our socks off, so we would love
your support at home to help your child prepare their funniest joke.

We will also be holding a non-uniform day on Friday 20th March, where every child is
invited to 'dress as funny as you feel'!l If you would like to make an online donation to Comic
Relief, please follow this link: Donate | Comic Relief

School meal bookings: Please would you ensure that school meals are
w booked in advance via your child’s MCAS account.



https://public-gbr.mkt.dynamics.com/api/orgs/6a4d3abe-5645-4264-a39d-88f8d2e54cb8/r/7A-q-1jFZ0qhxSb1xdIBAAsAAAA?msdynmkt_target=%7B%22TargetUrl%22%3A%22https%253A%252F%252Fwww.nhs.uk%252Fnhs-services%252Fdentists%252Fhow-to-find-an-nhs-dentist-in-an-emergency%252F%22%2C%22RedirectOptions%22%3A%7B%225%22%3Anull%2C%221%22%3Anull%7D%7D&msdynmkt_digest=FAH8Vri5kHsg0kec%2FY51u7sLY8G85Avpq6lsbCH9a1U%3D&msdynmkt_secretVersion=a175536a73764d0380b10b26ce0aed92
https://donation.comicrelief.com/

World Book Day at The Rackham: At The Rackham, we will celebrate
. 7’-':@ .| World Book Day on Friday 6th March.

. _ +.| Dressing Up as a Book Character

g e | On this day, we invite the children to dress up as one of their

: favourite book characters. We would encourage families to share
ideas and previous costumes to reduce the stress of preparing something from scratch! A lot
of book characters look just like regular children and so this may be an easy win, as long as
your child brings into school the book that their character is from!

If your child has PE, please can they wear their PE kit under their costume.

Second Hand Book Sale Fundraiser

On World Book Day we will, once again, hold a second hand book sale fundraiser.

We request that every child brings into school 3 or 4 books that they have read and enjoyed
but would now be happy to part with. Good quality texts, please!

We will collect all of the books and organise them.

On Friday 6th March, all of the children need to bring into school £2.

During the afternoon, the children will be able to choose up to two books to take home.
Hopefully this will mean that all of the children can take home a book that is new to them
and we will raise much needed funds to enable school to buy new titles for our class and
school libraries. Last year, we raised over £400, which was used to restock non-fiction in our
school library.

Please could you bring book donations into school from Monday 2nd March until Thursday
5th March.

Thank you in advance for your support with this fundraiser!

Year 2 Parent meal: We would like to invite Year 2

parents and carers to join us for school dinner on
qu Thursday 26" March. The meal will be our extremely
\ ~ popular (and very delicious) roast dinner. Parents and
carers are asked to purchase their school dinner
through MCAS under the Products and Trips tab. The meal will cost £3.80. Meal choice and
payment must be made by Thursday 19t March.

Please complete this form to book your meal or let us know that you will be bringing a

packed lunch, once payment has been made on MCAS:

Unfortunately, we can only offer for one parent or carer to attend on this occasion.
Children in Year 2 who prefer to have a home packed lunch will still have opportunity for
their parent or carer to join them. Adults can still order a school dinner or bring a packed
lunch from home to sit to eat with their child. Please note that we are not able to
accommodate younger siblings at this event.

Please would parents and carers of Year 2 children arrive for school dinner at 11.50am.

Save the date! | FWR events:

Doughnut Day — more information available
soon.

Friends of th
Witchford 277 March

Rackham

stared Charity No: 1105505




East Cambs Child and Family Centre: See The Rackham website
for further information. Community Notice Board | The
Rackham C of E (VC) Primary School

“ :ﬁﬁf) ON

March 2026

Year 6 SATs parent information evening (online): We will be holding an
Year 9 online information evening about SATs for Year 6 parents on Wednesday
S A M 18™ March at 6pm. Please complete this form if you would like the link
to attend:

Pre-School Craft and Cake: To mark Mother’s Day, we would like to
invite one special person, from each child's family to join us for 'Craft
and Cake' on Friday 13™ March or Tuesday 17" March between 11am
and 12pm or the afternoon session on Wednesday 18" March between
it 2T CI\YH 2 —3pm depending on when your child is in session. During this time,
e ddiscenet ] we plan to have a class story and some time to join in with some craft

activities.

To book your place for this wonderful opportunity, please login to the Products and Trips
page of your MCAS account. Bookings will close today, Friday 27t February 2026.

Unfortunately, we will be unable to accommodate siblings as we do not have the space
within our Pre-School to do this safely.

Reception Craft and Cake sessions: To mark Mother’s Day, we
would like to invite one special person, from each child's family
to join us for a 'Craft and Cake' session on Wednesday 11th
March from 2pm to 3pm. During this time, we plan to have a
class story and some time to join in with some craft activities.

\ 8 To book your place for this wonderful opportunity, please login
to the Products and Trips page of your MCAS account. Bookings will close today, Friday 27t
February 2026.

Unfortunately, we will be unable to accommodate siblings as we do not have the space
within our classrooms to do this safely.

Year 1 Phonics Screening Information Evening
(online) Please use this link to book for the online

= q r Year 1 Phonics Screening Information Evening on
| = Wednesday 11" March at 6pm:
/



https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/community/notice-board
https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/community/notice-board

Do you have a moment to support a local charity?

One of our parents, Edd Hancock, is
about to start a series of fundraising
events throughout March this year to
raise funds for a couple of charities
close to his family. One being
Addenbrookes and the other a smaller
local one set up in name of his wife.
The Katy Hancock foundation. Katy
Hancock Foundation

Mr Hancock is also trying to raise funds
for a running track for The Rackham
and has made this part of his
fundraising. Mr Hancock is devising a
separate page for these donations. Mr
Hancock aims to run a total of 262
miles throughout the month of March
including organised half marathon
events as well as local runs around the
village.

EDD IS RUNNING

262 MILES
IN MARCH k-

EQUIVALENT TO
10 MARATHONS,E
3 CHARITIES

EVERY PENNY =
HELPS! )

Total amount split
between all three

goft‘anZ:lme

Young Epilepsy awareness fundraiser:
Help Shaan, one of our pupils at The

Rackham, raise awareness and life- — gofunchus
changing funds by supporting him in Walk for ,j. A A‘

walking 50 miles in February and Young EP'.ePSY :

donating to young epilepsy. 7 w, |

Nearly every hour, a child or young ns— Ao M\‘ .

person is diagnosed with epilepsy in

Scan to donate to Paramijit's fundraiser

“Walk 50 miles in February”

the UK.
HEpilepsySupport #EpilepsyAwareness

Bonnie Johnson is running
™. the Cambridge Half
Marathon on Sunday
8 March 2026 to raise
money for patients
and staff at Royal

Please click on this link to sponsor Bonnie:

Bonnie Johnson is fundraising for Royal
Papworth Hospital Charity

Papworth Hospital —
(% ’ the UK’s leading
centre for heart and
lung disease.

Please show
ﬁ your support by

Royal | wm
Papworth ‘ .
Charity \Zaat

@

@ REGULATOR



https://www.katyhancockfoundation.co.uk/
https://www.katyhancockfoundation.co.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/bonnie-johnson-1761303925634?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL&utm_campaign=020#sharePage
https://www.justgiving.com/page/bonnie-johnson-1761303925634?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL&utm_campaign=020#sharePage

CONTACT US

Contacting staff at The Rackham C of E

Primary School and Pre-School: Where

parents and carers wish to contact staff to
update or pass on a message, please email

office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk or speak to a member of the Office Team.

Activities and Events:

L
NEW CLASSES STARTING JAN
MONDAYS 4:30 - 5:45
AGES 6-12

ARKENSTALL CENTRE

HADDENHAM
Book at: Wadsyouth.com/workshops ¢

We will NOT tolerate
behaviour that is:

thre@tening,
@ abusive or
@ vixlent

We strive to create a safe and secure
environment for pupils and staff alike.
And we WILL take action when ne

Free Healthy Relationship
J courses for parents

**SPRING TERM 2026**

Improve the communication with your
partner to supporf your children

Foce to Face Litthepart:
Utslepar Ciid end Femiy Camre, Lirdepor, £y

- Canbndga CB6 UT. Menday 2 Merch, 9:50 - 12300~

Online vl Toams: Monday 261 Jenuary 0% Masdoy 2 of Februsy
Midday - 1 pm

Improve the communication with your ex-partner to
‘wupport your children
i-hl—u—usa-na-uw Famdy Cunire, The Weaherclh

Primery Sckonl, Pratt Strawt, Scham, Fiy, C87 SBH. Froay 20° tanch
12:45pm - 245m

Online vio Temes: Wecnesday 201 Janucry one Wechesday &° Fobuary

Education Inclusion Family Advisor Team
Countywide Online Workshop Offer

The EIFA toam would like 10 prasent ouw newly updated workshops on &
variaty of perenting and family issues for February.

Please ensure you book onto esch workshop
Indivicuatly by ciicking o the bk ar
scanning the QR code and completing the
regietretion form

Moniny. 2 Fatsrumry
2006.10.90 1930

Tussdoy, 17 Febrasry

D0 coto this worksnas ot
206 12904930 50 -

oay. o Bosk oato this workshos ot
Fabruaty 2020, 1200.  flcooacl Vil Bty A
Poverra by T or SN

BARRACUDAS,

nASae9i2025! &

USE CODE SCHOOL20 FOR AN
EXTRA £20 OFF YOUR BOOKING!

0+ Activities!
Choice each session!

pecialist Courses!

lexible bookings!

 Trustoilot
/2 barracudas.co.vk R oooon
01480 467 567

Chidren who receive.

benelits-relsted free school meais
‘ave eiigibie and can book for up 1o
16 hours of holday fun this Easter

FuLLY
FUNDED

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Monday.

Best wishes,

Miss Turner


mailto:office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk

Dates for your diary:

4t March | Parent’s Evening 3.30pm - 7pm

5t March | Parent’s Evening 3.30pm - 5.30pm

6™ March | World Book Day at The Rackham

11t March | Reception Craft and Cake session — 2pm — 3pm — booking now open via MCAS
11t March | Year 1 Phonics screening - online parent information evening — booking required
13" March | Pre-School Craft and Cake session — 11am — 12pm — booking now open via MCAS
17™ March | Pre-School Craft and Cake session —11am — 12pm - booking now open via MCAS
18t March | Pre-School Craft and Cake session — 2pm — 3pm - booking now open via MCAS
18t March | Year 6 SATs - online parent information evening — booking now open

20t March | Comic Relief

25™ March | Overture and Piano concert (Mr Wheatley) - booking required nearer the time
26™ March | Year 2 Parent meal — booking now open via MCAS and form

27™ March | Doughnut Day — more information coming soon

27t March | Last day of term

Easter holiday




