
Working together to be the best we can possibly be. 

I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4.13 

13th March 2026  
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Our school grounds are starting to come back to life with leaves appearing on trees and 
glorious blossom too. We are so lucky to have such a beautiful school site. 
 
Attendance: 

This week’s attendance: 92.4% 
 
The Rackham has a policy on Attendance. Please follow this link to read the policy on the 
school website.  Policy Library | The Rackham C of E (VC) Primary School 
Thank you to all our parents and carers for supporting our drive for improved attendance. 
The Government has identified a child’s attendance of 96% and above is the key figure to 
give best chance of academic progress. Please can we remind you that absence must be 
reported to the office by 9am on each day of absence. 
 

Safeguarding: 

 

https://www.rackhamprimaryschool.com/key-information/policy-library


Wellbeing and mental health: 
Our school EIFA is Emily Norman.  

Emily can offer advice on: 

• Challenging behaviours 

• Sibling rivalry 

• Routines 

• Sleep 

• Strategies for supporting emotionally 
based school avoidance 

• Building resilience and confidence 

• Worries 

• School transitions: pre-school to 
primary and primary to secondary 

• Signposting to partner agencies such as 
Emotional Well-being Service, School 
Nursing team, Centre 33, Pinpoint, 
SENDIASS, MHST for further support 

• Virtual county wide core offer 
workshops delivered each week during 
term time 

• Virtual workshops delivered in 
individual schools on request, as needs 
arise 

• Delivery of an evidence-based parenting 
programme such as Incredible Years, in 
collaboration with Targeted Support 
Family Workers or virtually one to one 
with parents 

 

 
 

 
Thank you for your kind donations towards The Rackham book sale. We managed to raise 

£468 to purchase new books for the library. Thank you! 

 

School Uniform: Footwear a reminder: Branded and coloured trainers 
and boots are beginning to appear in school again. Branded and 
coloured footwear is inappropriate for school. Our school policy does 
include trainers however our Uniform Policy states the following:  Black 
shoes or completely black trainers (no coloured logos) worn with white 
/ grey / black / red socks or tights (not leggings). Policy Library | The 

Rackham C of E (VC) Primary School  
We politely request parents and carers to support the school and the uniform policy and 
send pupils into school wearing only completely black shoes or trainers. Thank you. 
 
 

https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/key-information/policy-library
https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/key-information/policy-library


 

Reception Garden In Ash and Rowan, we have been busy thinking 
about what salad, vegetables and plants we would like to grow this 
year. If you have any seeds or compost that you would be happy to 
donate, please send them in with your child next week. We would 
be very grateful for any donations. Thank you! 

 
Swimming lessons after Easter We are very much 
looking forward to our swimming lessons which will 
take place weekly for every child in school soon after 
the Easter holidays. For these sessions, the children 
will need to wear a one-piece swimming costume or 
fitted swimming trunks. UV swimming t-shirts are 

allowed. Please do not send your child with a bikini or long (knee-length) baggy swimming 
shorts as these are not appropriate or practical for learning how to swim and your child will 
be unable to enter the pool.  
 
In line with the Cambridgeshire swimming policy, the children will not wear goggles for their 
sessions as our focus is on developing water confidence and safety.  
 
Earrings must be removed before school on our swimming day. Please don't forget to also 
send your child with a named towel. All other swimming aids will be provided by school.  
 
Any child with hair that is longer than chin length or a fringe that impedes their vision when 
wet will be expected to wear their own swimming hat. Swimming hats are available for 
£1.50 and can be purchased via your MCAS account.  
 
For our younger children in school, during the Easter holiday, we would be grateful if you 
could support your child in becoming independent with dressing and undressing and also 
drying themselves after a bath or shower. 
 
 

Red Nose Day: The School Council are thrilled to announce that they will 
be hosting 'The Rackham's Funniest Class Competition', to celebrate Red 
Nose Day. Each class will be holding a mini joke competition to find their 
funniest joke to bring to a very special Red Nose Day Joke Competition, 
where one of our classes will win the accolade of being 'The Rackham's 
Funniest Class!' We can't wait to laugh our socks off, so we would love 
your support at home to help your child prepare their funniest joke. 

 
We will also be holding a non-uniform day on Friday 20th March, where every child is 
invited to 'dress as funny as you feel'! If you would like to make an online donation to Comic 
Relief, please follow this link:  
Donate | Comic Relief 
 

https://donation.comicrelief.com/


Overture and Piano concert: For the families of those children who take 

part in Overture or who have piano lessons with Mr Wheatley, we will 

be holding our end of term concert on Wednesday 25th March at 

9.00am. Please book your tickets via this link:  

 

 

Pre-School Forest School sessions: Starting next week on a Tuesday 
morning, Pre-School will be taking part in Forest School sessions. Please 
can you ensure that children have suitable shoes (wellies if needed), 
layers, and a coat. We also need the children to wear trousers and long 
sleeves. Please would you ensure these items are available each 
Tuesday. 

 

Year 2 Parent meal: We would like to invite Year 2 

parents and carers to join us for school dinner on 

Thursday 26th March. The meal will be our extremely 

popular (and very delicious) roast dinner. Parents and 

carers are asked to purchase their school dinner through MCAS under the Products and 

Trips tab. The meal will cost £3.80. Meal choice and payment must be made by Thursday 

19th March. 

 
Please complete this form to book your meal or let us know that you will be bringing a 
packed lunch, once payment has been made on MCAS:   
 
Unfortunately, we can only offer for one parent or carer to attend on this occasion. 
Children in Year 2 who prefer to have a home packed lunch will still have opportunity for 
their parent or carer to join them. Adults can still order a school dinner or bring a packed 
lunch from home to sit to eat with their child. Please note that we are not able to 
accommodate younger siblings at this event. 
 
Please would parents and carers of Year 2 children arrive for school dinner at 11.50am. 
 

Year 6 SATs online parent information evening: We will be holding 
an online information evening about SATs for Year 6 parents on 
Wednesday 18th March at 6pm. Please complete this form if you 
would like the link to attend:  
Booking will close on Monday 16th March 
 

 
Contacting staff at The Rackham C of E 
Primary School and Pre-School: Where 
parents and carers wish to contact staff to 
update or pass on a message, please email 

office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk or speak to a member of the Office Team. 
 
 

 

mailto:office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk


FREE Building Confidence Workshop 

Booking link: Cambridge North and Ely Mental Health Support Team - Booking by Bookwhen 

 
 

 
Spare clothes appeal: We would be grateful for the return of spare 
clothes sent home with children to be returned to pre-school please. In 
addition, if families have any spare underwear, we would be pleased to 
accept donations. Thank you so much. 
 
 

 
Collective Worship Council prayer for this week: 
 

 

https://bookwhen.com/east-cambs-mhst-parents#focus=ev-sn4xv-20260402123000


Doughnut Day! 
Friday 27th March 

 
 

 

FWR events: 

FWR are excited to be holding a Doughnut Day fundraiser on Friday 
27th March. Doughnuts will be on sale to the primary school 
children after lunch for £1 each. Pre-School parents will be able to 
purchase doughnuts after school if they wish to do so. 
 
Please note that this is optional.  
 
Due to School Food Standards guidance, if your child does not have 
£1 we are unable to provide a doughnut during school hours. If 
children forget their money on the day, FWR will be selling 
doughnuts after school with payment by cash or card. 
 
Please complete this form Doughnut Day - 27th March 2026 if 
either of the following statements apply: 
 • You DO NOT want your child to have a doughnut or  
• Your child cannot have these doughnuts due to special dietary    
needs. 
 
The form must be completed by 9am on Wednesday 27th March. 
We hope to be able to provide an alternative if made aware of 
dietary requirements. Nutritional and allergy information: Suitable 
for vegetarian: Yes Suitable for vegans: No Contains: Gluten 
(Wheat), Soya and Milk. Please use the following link to access full 
nutritional information: Sainsbury’s White Iced Ring Doughnuts x4 
| Sainsbury's (sainsburys.co.uk) 
Thank you for your ongoing support. 

  
 

https://forms.office.com/e/Fj9CxWZVby
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-doughnuts-white-iced-ring-x4-6543531-p
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-doughnuts-white-iced-ring-x4-6543531-p


Do you have a moment to support a local charity? 

One of our parents, Edd 
Hancock, is about to start a 
series of fundraising events 
throughout March this year 
to raise funds for a couple of 
charities close to his family. 
One being Addenbrookes 
and the other a smaller local 
one set up in name of his 
wife. The Katy Hancock 
foundation. Katy Hancock 
Foundation 
Mr Hancock is also trying to 
raise funds for a running 
track for The Rackham and 
has made this part of his 
fundraising. Mr Hancock is 
devising a separate page for 
these donations. Mr 
Hancock aims to run a total 
of 262 miles throughout the 
month of March including 
organised half marathon 
events as well as local runs 
around the village. 

 
 

 

 

Bonnie successfully completed her half 

marathon last weekend. 

It is not too late to donate. 

Please click on this link to sponsor 

Bonnie: 

Bonnie Johnson is fundraising for Royal 
Papworth Hospital Charity 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.katyhancockfoundation.co.uk/
https://www.katyhancockfoundation.co.uk/
https://www.justgiving.com/page/bonnie-johnson-1761303925634?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL&utm_campaign=020#sharePage
https://www.justgiving.com/page/bonnie-johnson-1761303925634?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL&utm_campaign=020#sharePage


Activities and Events: 

 

🎾  

Free Spring Tennis Festival  

9th –15th March 2026 

Come and try tennis for FREE at 
Ely Tennis Club during our 
Spring Tennis Festival. We’re 
running a variety of fun, active 
sessions throughout the week 
for children aged 4–11 years. 

Tennis is a fantastic sport for 
young people — it’s enjoyable, 
inclusive, and helps children 
develop confidence, 
coordination, teamwork, and 
resilience both on and off the 
court. 

How to book: 
Online booking is essential as 
we only have a limited number 
of spaces available - 
https://inspire2coach.co.uk/try-
tennis/ 

🎾 

Easter Tennis Camps 

We are also running tennis camps on 
selected dates throughout the Easter 
break. 
Families can view availability and 
book online via our website: 
https://inspire2coach.co.uk/summer-
camps/ 

Early bird offer: 
Get 10% your basket automatically 
applied when booking 21 days in 
advance of camp date 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Looking forward to seeing everyone on Monday. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Miss Turner 
  

https://inspire2coach.co.uk/try-tennis/
https://inspire2coach.co.uk/try-tennis/
https://inspire2coach.co.uk/summer-camps/
https://inspire2coach.co.uk/summer-camps/


Dates for your diary: 

 

17th March 
18th March 
18th March 
 
20th March 

Pre-School Craft and Cake session – 11am – 12pm - booking closed 
Pre-School Craft and Cake session – 2pm – 3pm - booking closed 
Year 6 SATs - online parent information evening – booking closes on 
Monday 16th March 
Comic Relief  

25th March 
26th March 
27th March 
27th March 

Overture and Piano concert (Mr Wheatley) - booking now open 
Year 2 Parent meal – booking now open 
Doughnut Day  
Last day of term 

Easter holiday 

 

 

 


