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Main Street,
THE RACKHAM VAT
C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL Ely,
Headteacher: Miss Georgina Turner Cambridgeshire
Email: office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk CB6 ZHQ

Telephone: 01353 662436

Working together to be the best we can possibly be.
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4.13

20" March 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

What a fabulous way to end our week in school. Thank you to all pupils who shared a joke with their
class this week in preparation for School Council’s quest to identify The Rackham's Funniest Class.
Congratulations to Rowan and Ash classes! If you would like to make an online donation to Comic
Relief, please follow this link: Donate | Comic Relief

We also thank St Peter’s Church in Coveney for funding a visiting theatre company who performed
their play ‘The Fisherman’s Tail’ for our Reception and Key Stage One pupils on Thursday afternoon
this week. Superb entertainment enjoyed by children and adults alike. Thank you!

Attendance:
This week’s attendance: 92.06%

The Rackham has a policy on Attendance. Please follow this link to read the policy on the school
website. Policy Library | The Rackham C of E (VC) Primary School

Thank you to all our parents and carers for supporting our drive for improved attendance. The
Government has identified a child’s attendance of 96% and above is the key figure to give best
chance of academic progress. Please can we remind you that absence must be reported to the office
by 9am on each day of absence.

Safeguarding: Action following review of vehicle access to the school site

The large school gate will close at 8.15am once the taxi has left the school site.
The small gate will remain open.

At 8.30am the large gate will be open until 8.45am when it will be closed.

The small gate will be closed once all pre-schoolers are on site.

At the end of the school day, the small gate will be open at 3pm.

The large gate will be open at 3.15pm until the taxi has left the school site.

THINK®*%® PARK

YOU COULD ENDANGER A CHILD’S LIFE

BE CONSIDERATE TO OUR NEIGHBOURS



https://donation.comicrelief.com/
https://www.rackhamprimaryschool.com/key-information/policy-library

Wellbeing and mental health:

THE RACKHAM

C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL.

What Parents & Carers Need to Know about

THE DANGERS OF VAPING
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School Uniform: Footwear a reminder: Branded and coloured trainers and boots

are beginning to appear in school again. Branded and coloured footwear is
inappropriate for school. Our school policy does include trainers however our
Uniform Policy states the following: Black shoes or completely black trainers (no
coloured logos) worn with white / grey / black / red socks or tights (not
leggings). Policy Library | The Rackham C of E (VC) Primary School

We politely request parents and carers to support the school and the uniform policy and send pupils
into school wearing only completely black shoes or trainers. Thank you.

THE RACKHAM
C OF E_PRE-SCHOOL

CONTACT US

Spare clothes appeal: We would be grateful for the return of spare clothes sent
home with children to be returned to pre-school please. In addition, if families
have any spare underwear, we would be pleased to accept donations. Thank you
so much.

Contacting staff at The Rackham C of E Primary
School and Pre-School: Where parents and carers
wish to contact staff to update or pass on a message,
please email office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk or speak

to a member of the Office Team.


https://rackhamprimaryschool.com/key-information/policy-library
mailto:office@rackham.cambs.sch.uk

Swimming lessons after Easter We are very much looking
forward to our swimming lessons which will take place
weekly for every child in school soon after the Easter
holidays. For these sessions, the children will need to wear a
one-piece swimming costume or fitted swimming trunks. UV
swimming t-shirts are allowed. Please do not send your child
with a bikini or long (knee-length) baggy swimming shorts as these are not appropriate or practical
for learning how to swim and your child will be unable to enter the pool.

In line with the Cambridgeshire swimming policy, the children will not wear goggles for their sessions
as our focus is on developing water confidence and safety.

Earrings must be removed before school on our swimming day. Please don't forget to also send your
child with a named towel. All other swimming aids will be provided by school.

Any child with hair that is longer than chin length or a fringe that impedes their vision when wet will
be expected to wear their own swimming hat. Swimming hats are available for £1.50 and can be
purchased via your MCAS account.

For our younger children in school, during the Easter holiday, we would be grateful if you could
support your child in becoming independent with dressing and undressing and also drying
themselves after a bath or shower.

Trip and Wraparound care payments:

Please could we remind you that instalment payments for Year 4 Big Camp, the
Reception theatre trip and Year 6 Horstead residential are due by Friday 27t March.

Please could you ensure Breakfast Club and Afterschool Club outstanding payments
are up to date by Friday 27t March.

Thank you.

Collective Worship Council prayer for this week:
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Overture and Piano concert: For the families of those children who take part in

ﬁ Overture or who have piano lessons with Mr Wheatley, we will be holding our
J\ n end of term concert on Wednesday 25™ March at 9.00am. Please book your

tickets via this link:

Booking will close at 9am on Monday 23 March

FWR events:

FWR are excited to be holding a Doughnut Day fundraiser on Friday 27t
March. Doughnuts will be on sale to the primary school children after lunch
for £1 each. Pre-School parents will be able to purchase doughnuts after
school if they wish to do so.

Please note that this is optional.

Doughnut Day!
Friday 27t March

Due to School Food Standards guidance, if your child does not have £1 we
are unable to provide a doughnut during school hours. If children forget
their money on the day, FWR will be selling doughnuts after school with
payment by cash or card.

Please complete this form Doughnut Day - 27th March 2026 if either of the
Friends of following statements apply:
‘é"a'\tci’:‘f:;\d e You DO NOT want your child to have a doughnut or

 Your child cannot have these doughnuts due to special dietary needs.

Registared Charity No: 1105505

The form must be completed by 9am on Wednesday 27" March. We hope to
be able to provide an alternative if made aware of dietary requirements.
Nutritional and allergy information: Suitable for vegetarian: Yes Suitable for
vegans: No Contains: Gluten (Wheat), Soya and Milk. Please use the
following link to access full nutritional information: Sainsbury’s White Iced
Ring Doughnuts x4 | Sainsbury's (sainsburys.co.uk)

Thank you for your ongoing support.

SAVE THE DATE %
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Details to Follow



https://forms.office.com/e/Fj9CxWZVby
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-doughnuts-white-iced-ring-x4-6543531-p
https://www.sainsburys.co.uk/gol-ui/product/sainsburys-doughnuts-white-iced-ring-x4-6543531-p

Do you have a moment to support a local charity?

One of our parents, Edd
Hancock, is about to start a
series of fundraising events
throughout March this year to
raise funds for a couple of
charities close to his family. One
being Addenbrookes and the
other a smaller local one set up
in name of his wife. The Katy
Hancock foundation. Katy
Hancock Foundation

Mr Hancock is also trying to
raise funds for a running track
for The Rackham and has made
this part of his fundraising. Mr
Hancock is devising a separate
page for these donations. Mr
Hancock aims to run a total of
262 miles throughout the month
of March including organised
half marathon events as well as
local runs around the village.

EDD IS RUNNING

262 MILES
IN MARCH =

EQUIVALENT TO
10 MARATHONS, B

EVERY PENNY =
HELPS! ehes )

Total amount split
between all three

THE RACKHAM

Activities and Events:

Friday 20 March - 5pm- 6pm
Friday 24" April - Spm-6pm *=- =8

Haddénhar Cricket Qb Wilburton Cricket Cub
Please contact Ro Megginson &, 07948 410010 & sutthadd ladies girscricket@gmall.com

Free Spring Tennis Festival

9t —15' March 2026

Come and try tennis for FREE at
Ely Tennis Club during our
Spring Tennis Festival. We're
running a variety of fun, active
sessions throughout the week
for children aged 4-11 years.

Tennis is a fantastic sport for
young people — it’s enjoyable,
inclusive, and helps children
develop confidence,
coordination, teamwork, and
resilience both on and off the
court.

How to book:

Online booking is essential as
we only have a limited number
of spaces available -
https://inspire2coach.co.uk/try-
tennis/

Easter Tennis Camps

We are also running tennis camps on
selected dates throughout the Easter
break.

Families can view availability and
book online via our website:
https://inspire2coach.co.uk/summer-

camps

Early bird offer:

Get 10% your basket automatically
applied when booking 21 days in
advance of camp date



https://www.katyhancockfoundation.co.uk/
https://www.katyhancockfoundation.co.uk/
https://inspire2coach.co.uk/try-tennis/
https://inspire2coach.co.uk/try-tennis/
https://inspire2coach.co.uk/summer-camps/
https://inspire2coach.co.uk/summer-camps/

We will NOT tolerate
behaviour that is

thre@tening,

Your child could enjoy fun,

@ abusive or excitng activnies, make

@ vixlent BﬂR&ﬂCUDﬂS s | ety s
ﬁ,

all complately free
ACTIVITY DAY CAMPS o

NAYEPs:2025!

USE CODE SCHOOL20 FOR AN
EXTRA £20 OFF YOUR BOOKING!

© 410 14 year olds!
© 80+ Acfivities!

/& barracudas.co.uk
01480 467 567

Scan e QR Code o v
We strive to create a. safe and secure e opse b s St
environment for pupils and staff alike. ot

FUNDED
And we WILL take action wt nec A

Your Education Inclusion

ROVAL ESTATE

Sand r; gham

'FAO PARENTS
Family Advisor / #¥u | Free & Online INHS|

Does your child often feel scared or show physical symptoms of anxiety?

Emily Norman Areworsiesstepping themsfromidoing haywant todo?
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Education Inclusion Family Advisors offer you an opportunity to ask for ild
information, advice and support on any issue affecting your family life in a
relaxed and confidential environment. These areas include:

« Challenging behaviour

+ Routines

« Supporting emotions and wellbeing How worry impact
« School transitions AT
« Parenting strategies ;

« Building resilience and confidence

Archery Sessions

A fantastic fun activity, whether you'e &

complete beginner or returning to
, the fully trained GB

instructor will be with you throughout

improve your a

your archery experience.

During your archery session you'll gain a greater

understanding of your bow and arrows, learn fun

As Education Inclusion Family Advisors, we offer support in various ways:

« Uptossix 1:1 sessions with parents/carers (virtually, or face to face in
your child’s school if required)

« Workshops on specific topics (currently held virtually)

« Signposting to other services such as parenting courses and support

fucts about this increasingly popular sport. Take
\ partin 2 whole host of fun archery-based games
and challenges. £35 for a 30 minute session. One

family per session, up to six people, suitable for

hitps://forms.office.com/e/WEiigpar7G
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i y , Sunday 5* April,
me directly on @ 07879 426 947 | ) lus brea, roughs Sunday 12* April, Sunday 24* May, Sunday 31" May
=1 Emily.Norman@cambridgeshire.gov.uk or by using this
link or QR code to request support: Eor more information and to book your place, please access To book visit www.sandringhamestate.co.uk

the following link: |

Booking link: Cambridge North
and Ely Mental Health Support
Team - Booking by Bookwhen
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Forest School
Sessions
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WEDNESDA!
CCHILDREN COLLECTED' | SCHOOL HALL 3.15PM

MINIMEMINDFULNESS.CO.0K
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Available dates: Tuesday 7* April,
Wednesday 8* April, Thursday 9 April.

@ www.minimemindfulness.co.uk

To book visit www.sand

inaf [ ive way. Because litte ey
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Looking forward to seeing everyone on Monday.
Best wishes,

Miss Turner


https://bookwhen.com/east-cambs-mhst-parents#focus=ev-sn4xv-20260402123000
https://bookwhen.com/east-cambs-mhst-parents#focus=ev-sn4xv-20260402123000
https://bookwhen.com/east-cambs-mhst-parents#focus=ev-sn4xv-20260402123000

Dates for your diary:

Dates for your diary

Date Event
25% March Overture and Piano concert (Mr Wheatley) - booking open
26%" March Year 2 Parent meal — booking closed
27 March Doughnut Day
27" March Last day of term
Easter holiday
13t April First day of term
23" April FWR meeting at 7.30pm
15t May Year 4 Bikeability
4t May Bank holiday — school closed
11t May Year 6 SAT’s week
17t May FWR Yard Sale
20 May Reception and Year 1/2 Sports Day — booking required nearer the time
215t May Year 3 — 6 Sports Day — booking required nearer the time
21t May Last Day of term for children
22" May Professional development day for teachers
Half term
15t June First day of term
15t—12% June | Year 4 Multiplication check
5t June FWR non-uniform day when pupils bring a bottle to school for Funday Sunday.
Any type of bottle for the bottle stall from shampoo to Champagne!
7t June FWR Funday Sunday
W/C 8" June | Year 1 Phonics screening
8th —11% June | Year 6 Bikeability
16%™ June Class photos
17% June Year 1 School trip — further information available soon
18™ June Year 2 School trip — further information available soon
19t June Reception classes Theatre trip

W/C 22" June

W/C 29t June

W/C 6t July

17t July

17t July

Year 6 Leavers assembly at 10am followed by Year 6 parent buffet — further
information will be available nearer the time
Last day of term




