
  
 

Working together to be the best we can possibly be. 
I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. Philippians 4.13 

 

26th September 2025 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Safeguarding: 
 

 
 
 



Wellbeing and Mental Health: 
 

 
  
                

 

Harvest Festival Friday 3rd October 2025:  

We will be celebrating our school Harvest Festival on 

Friday 3rd October. We request donations of food 

that this year will be donated to the Food Bank in Ely. 

Tins, packets, jars and bottles all welcome. Please 

avoid perishable items. Thank you in advance for 

your support. 

 

Therapy Dog Tuesday with Sancho:  
We are delighted to welcome Sancho a trained therapy dog and his handler into 
school on Tuesday afternoons. We have shared with our pupils that they require 
permission from their parents and carers before they can spend time with 
Sancho. Sancho is a Shih Tzu which are generally considered to be hypoallergenic 
or low allergen. Please follow the link here to advise us about your child taking 
part:  
  

Reception and Year 6 only - National Height and Weight Measure measurement programme: 
Please see the attached letter and leaflet regarding the Reception and Year 6 National Height and 

Weight measurement programme.  

Please note that if you do not want your child’s height and weight to be checked, please email 

eh.ncmp.healthyyou@nhs.net with your child’s official name, date of birth, school and year group 

confirming you would like to opt out your child. The deadline for opting out is Friday 17th October 2025. 

You will receive an email from the NCMP Team confirming that you opt out has been received 

mailto:eh.ncmp.healthyyou@nhs.net


 
Individual and sibling photos for all children. 

As you will be aware, the school photographer will be at the Primary School on Thursday 2nd October. All 

children (including the Pre-School) will have their individual photos taken.  
 

If you have children at both the Pre-School and the Primary school and would like a photo of the 

children together, please contact the school to book a time between 8am and 9am.  
 

If your Pre-School child isn’t in session on Thursday morning and you would like their photo taken, 

please contact the office to book a time.  
 

There is no need to book if your children attend just the Primary school (Year R – 6), sibling photos will 

be taken during the day. 
 

Pre-School requests:  

Would parents and carers please be mindful about objects children are 

bringing to pre-school, such as lip balm. The children are very young and 

keeping items, for example a lip balm, safely with them is tricky. Please 

speak with your child’s key worker in the first instance. 
 

On a similar theme, some children are bringing toys to pre-school which 

can be easily misplaced. Whilst fully appreciating children may find objects 

comforting, we request parents and carers take items home on drop off. 

Please speak with your child’s key worker if you wish to discuss this further. 

 
 

 

We are turning The Rackham yellow for one day, Friday 10th October 2025: 
Children and adults can choose which part of their usual 
school uniform to turn yellow. This is for pre-school 
through to Year 6. Parents and carers are also invited to 
take part. Thank you in advance for your support. Please 
donate via this link: 
https://shop.youngminds.org.uk/shop/checkout/make-
a-donation 

More than 1 in 4 young people have a probable mental health condition. Many aren't getting the help 
they need, when they need it. Some don’t even know where to turn, who to talk to, or if anyone else 
feels the same.  
By wearing yellow on World Mental Health Day (10th October), and donating what you can, you can 
show young people that they are not alone and that things can get better.  
 
Reception and Key Stage 1 school dinner on Thursday 2nd October: 
We will be offering all children in Reception and Key Stage 1 the chance to have a school meal on 
Thursday 2nd October. If you would still prefer to send in a packed lunch, please do so. If you think your 
child would prefer to try a school packed lunch instead of the main hot meal, please select this option 
on MCAS. 
 

My Happy Mind: Have you logged into this platform for free access to 
strategies that are identical to the ones used in school to support 
children’s understanding of emotions and how to regulate them? 
Further information at the main school office. 
 
 

https://shop.youngminds.org.uk/shop/checkout/make-a-donation
https://shop.youngminds.org.uk/shop/checkout/make-a-donation


My Child’s Art: 
For homework this week, we will be asking children to create a Christmas themed artwork which can be 
turned in to over 35 products which you will be able to purchase. Our school will receive 20% 
commission on every item sold. Details of how to purchase will be provided later in the term.  
 

The children will bring home an artwork template today. Please see the attached information with ideas 
and dos and don’ts to ensure the artwork is printable.  
 

Please ensure the artwork is returned to school by 10th October 
   

Reception Stay and Play: 

We are delighted to offer an opportunity for Reception parents/carers to come into school and spend 

some time with their child. We will be running four morning sessions between Monday 6th October and 

Thursday 9th October. Each session will run between 8:30am and 9:30am. A Parent or Carer will be able 

to come into class with their child in the morning and join in a phonics session before having the chance 

to play together in the classroom. 
  

Our aim for these sessions is to give you first hand experience of how phonics is taught in Reception and 

to also have fun! 
  

We hope you will be able to attend one of the sessions. Tickets can be booked via the Products and 

Trips tab on MCAS from today. Please note that due to the space in our classrooms we are only able to 

offer one adult to attend per child for this event and younger siblings will not be able to come along. 
  

On Friday 10th October at 8:50am we are holding a meeting in the hall for all of our Reception parents. 

We will give you further information about our phonics scheme and how you can support your child at 

home and also answer any questions you may have following your session in school with your child. This 

event should also be booked on MCAS via the Products and Trips tab. Bookings for both events will close 

on Friday 3rd October. 
 

Open Evening for Reception 2026 intake 
 

Reception 2026: Come to 
our open evening for 
prospective parents and 
carers: Wednesday 8th 
October at 6pm. 



 

 

 

Save the date! 
 

Friday 24th October 

FWR events: 
 

Doughnut day (more information to 
follow) 
 

 
Sunday 23rd November 
 

Christmas Market.  
Stalls, Santa’s Grotto, Reindeer Food 
and much, much more! 

 
 

Monday 15th December 

 

 

Santa Run (more information to 
follow). 

 

Wednesday 17th December 
 

 

Christmas Disco 

 
Christmas Market:  If you or someone you know would like a stall at the Christmas Market, please 
contact FWR on fwr@rackham.cambs.sch.uk  Stalls are £15 and FWR would be very grateful for a raffle 
prize donation. 
 

St. Andrew’s Church: 
 

 

mailto:fwr@rackham.cambs.sch.uk


Activities and Events: 
 

  

  

  



  
 

Uniform orders: 
Uniform items for school and pre-school pupils are now available from Sigma. Home - Sigma Embroidery 
& Printing 
Orders must be placed by parents and carers and will then be delivered to school and given to the 
children to bring home. 
 
Attendance: 
The Rackham has a policy on Attendance. Please follow this link to read the policy on the school 
website.  Policy Library | The Rackham C of E (VC) Primary School 
Thank you to all our parents and carers for supporting our drive for improved attendance. The 

Government has identified a child’s attendance of 96% and above is the key figure to give best chance 

of academic progress. Please can we remind you that absence must be reported to the office by 9am on 

each day of absence.  
 

This week’s attendance: 94.07% 

 
 

Looking forward to seeing everyone on Monday. 

 

Best wishes, 

Miss Turner 

https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/
https://www.sigmaembroidery.co.uk/
https://www.rackhamprimaryschool.com/key-information/policy-library


Dates for your diary: 

Date  Scheduled events 

WC 29th September 
2nd October 
3rd October 

Baseline Assessment in Reception continues 
Individual and sibling photos 
Harvest Festival – Non-perishable donations welcome 

6th – 9th October 
 
7th October 
8th October 
9th - 10th October 
10th October 

Stay and play sessions for Reception 8.30 – 9.30am – booking now open via 
MCAS 
FWR Committee meeting at 7.30pm in the school hall - All welcome 
New intake evening for September 2026 at The Rackham 6pm 
Scholastic Book Fair in the hall after school 
Reception phonics meeting at 8.50am - booking now open via MCAS 

13th – 14th October 
13th – 17th October 
16th October 

Scholastic Book Fair in the hall after school 
Year 6 Horstead residential  
Year 5 Parent or carer school meal invitation – booking required nearer the 
time  

24th October FWR Doughnut Day – more information nearer the time 

WC 27th October HALF TERM 

3rd November 
4th November 

Professional Development Day for teachers  
Pupils return 

11th November  
12th November 
13th November 

Armistice Day  
Parent’s Evening 3.30 - 7pm - booking required nearer the time 
Parent’s Evening 3.30 - 5.30pm - booking required nearer the time 

19th November 
19th November 
 
23rd November 

Vision screening for Reception 
Y4 residential / experience week information evening 6pm – booking 
required nearer the time 
FWR Christmas Market 

27th November Y4 Parent or carer school dinner invitation – booking required nearer the 
time  

 


