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Read St. John’s C.E. Primary School

Geography Policy

‘Sowing the Seeds of tomorrow; growing in the light of the Lord’
At Read St. John’s we aim to unlock the potential for everyone to flourish whilst
being rooted and grounded in God'’s love. We aim high, so together as one family, we
can fly.

This policy outlines the intent, implementation and impact of the teaching and learning of all aspects
of the geography curriculum. It has been written by the subject leader Katherine Threlfall and
reviewed by the headteacher and governors. The subject is led by the subject leader and the staff as
a whole and each year, time is set aside to review standards and monitor curriculum provision and
ensure training and resources are up to date.

Intent

In geography, our intent is to inspire in children a lasting curiosity and fascination about the world
and its people. Children will gain knowledge about a diversity of places, people, natural resources
and environments. Children will develop an awareness of and respect for people of other countries
and the way that they live.

Implementation

At Read St. John’s we use the Collins Connected scheme of work, this gives us a more challenging
curriculum.

The children undertake a broad and balanced programme that takes account of abilities, aptitudes
and physical, emotional and intellectual development. Through geography the children learn a range
of skills, concepts, attitudes and methods of working.

The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in geography lessons. Our principal aim is
to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in geography. We believe in whole-class
teaching methods and combine these with enquiry-based research activities. We encourage children
to handle equipment and to ask as well as answer geographical questions. We offer them the
opportunity to use a variety of data, such as maps, statistics, graphs, pictures, aerial photographs,
geographical footage and we enable them to use IT in geography lessons where this serves to
enhance their learning. Children take part in roleplay and discussions, and they present reports to the



rest of the class. They engage in a wide variety of problem-solving activities. Wherever possible, we
involve the children in ‘real’ geographical activities, e.g. research of a local environmental problem,
visiting relevant sites and carrying out fieldwork.

EYFS Curriculum

Within the EYFS Statutory Framework document, geography is included as part of the Knowledge
and Understanding of the World area of learning. Geography is taught in Reception as an integral
part of the topic work covered during the year, such as finding out about different places and
habitats and investigating our locality. The children will begin to investigate features of the outdoors.
They will be encouraged to notice sights, sounds and smells in the outdoor environment and will talk
about places and journeys. They will learn vocabulary that will enable them to describe and
differentiate between different features of the places that they live and visit.

National Curriculum
KS1

The children develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their locality. They gain
an understanding of basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and physical geography and
begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to enhance their locational
awareness.

By the end of KS1 the children will:

Locational knowledge

e name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans
® name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United
Kingdom and its surrounding seas

Place knowledge

e understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and
physical geography of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small area in a
contrasting non-European country

Human and physical geography

e identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot
and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles

e use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, including: beach, cliff,
coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather
key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour
and shop

Geographical skills and fieldwork

e use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well
as the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key stage



KS2

use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional
language [for example, near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and
routes on a map

use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and
physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key

use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its
grounds and the key human and physical features of its surrounding environment

The children will have extended their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include
the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and
characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They will have
developed their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their locational
and place knowledge.

By the end of KS2, the children will:

Locational knowledge

locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia)
and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical
and human characteristics, countries, and major cities

name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their
identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills,
mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these
aspects have changed over time

identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere,
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night)

Place knowledge

understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and
physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and
a region within North or South America

Human and physical geography

describe and understand key aspects of:

physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains,
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle

human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including
trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and
water

Geographical skills and fieldwork

use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe
features studied



use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom
and the wider world

use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in
the local area using a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and
digital technologies.

During Key Stage 1 we challenge and support our children to carry out a number
geographical investigations through the Connected Geography learning programme which
enable them to use and apply basic and appropriate subject vocabulary, subject tools
(including maps, aerial photographs and graphical data and fieldwork skills) to recognise,
identify, describe, observe, reason and begin to explain in simple terms the interaction of
people with their environments.

Through Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4) in geography, learning and teaching builds on the
knowledge and understanding, skills and attitudes outcomes at Key Stage 1 and the pupils
make progress through being provided with opportunities to reach explanations (which
means that their understanding is based on the clear use of evidence e.g. from data they
have collected and presented in a graph) and reach conclusions about topics, places and
issues they have studied through the Connected Geography learning programme. Another
important aspect of geography at Key Stage 2 (Years 3 and 4) is that our pupils begin to be
able to see the world through the perspective of different stakeholders i.e. people and things
that have an interest in or our connected to an issue or place. To this end during Key Stage
2 (Years 3 and 4) we challenge and support our children to undertake geographical
investigations from Connected Geography which enable them to use and apply appropriate
and increasingly specialised subject vocabulary, subject tools (such as satellite imagery and
GIS) and fieldwork skills to recognise, identify, describe, observe, reason, explain and reach
basic conclusions about the interaction of people with their environments.

At Key Stage 2 (Years 5 and 6) Connected Geography focuses on topics and big questions
that extend the children’s subject skills so that they are able to make judgements about
things they learn both from their own personal perspective and through empathising with the
position of others. In addition opportunities are provided for the children to evaluate what
they have learned and how they have learned it and to come up with their own questions to
investigate. Higher outcomes in geography also involve children being able to apply what
they have learned in one context to another and to understand concepts as well more
discrete areas of knowledge which they learned and understood e.g. being aware of the fact
that a seaside beach is only one example of how the land meets the sea and that ‘coast’ (a
concept or generalised set of information) refers to anywhere where the land meets the sea
which may be a beach but also could well be a cliff, port, estuary, mud flat or marsh. To
achieve this during Key Stage 2 (Years 5 and 6) we challenge and support our pupils to
undertake Connected Geography investigations which enable them to use and apply
specialised subject vocabulary, subject tools (such as GIS) and fieldwork skills to recognise,
identify, describe, observe, reason, explain, reach conclusions and make judgements, evaluate,
apply and hypothesise about the interaction of people with their environments.



Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development

Spiritual development: Through helping the children to recognise the beauty and diversity of the
world. A geographical awareness helps children understand their place in the world. Geography
provides opportunities for children to learn about sites of wonder, or physical features that they
might wish to visit in the future.

Moral development: Through helping the children to reflect on how the environment is affected by
decisions made by people, so that the children can make informed choices in the future. Through
discussion, the children learn to appreciate the moral dilemmas posed by introducing changes to the
environment (for example, building a motorway and deforestation) and the effects this can have on
the surrounding area.

Social development: Through helping the children to understand the need to consider the views of
others when discussing localities, settlements and the environment. Work on a locality in a less
economically developed country provides an opportunity to discuss social issues. Fieldwork
encourages collaborative projects, making the most of different strengths and interests within a team.

Cultural development: By exploring different settlements, the children can gain knowledge of
different cultures, learning tolerance and understanding of their diversity.

Assessment, Monitoring and Moderation

At Read St. John’s, assessment is an integral part of the teaching process. The assessment of
children’s work is on-going to ensure that understanding is being achieved and that progress is being
made. Throughout the school teachers will assess whether children are working below, just below, on
track or at greater depth. for their age based on their understanding and application of the content
of the National Curriculum 2014. Progress and attainment is reported to parents through parents’
evenings and end of year reports.

Feedback is given to the children as soon as possible and marking work will be guided by the
school’s Marking Policy.

Monitoring and moderation takes place regularly through:

e Monitoring of planning

e Learning Walk

o Observations

e Scrutiny of Books/Work

e Moderation of work

e Discussions with Children/Pupil Voice Questionnaires
e Staff Meetings and Staff Audits

e Meetings/observations with the nominated governor.

Health and Safety

Visits and fieldwork are an essential part of the Geography Curriculum helping to develop
geographical enquiry and skills. Children learn best when the learning environment is ordered and
they feel safe, any visit will be well organised and provide a stimulating and valuable experience. The
children should prepare well for the visit and, on their return, use the experience to good effect in the
classroom. The class teacher, or subject leader, should plan the visit meticulously, with the children’s
safety and welfare paramount. Please see the Policy for Educational Visits for detailed information.

Resources

We have a wide range of text books, such as atlases and interactive boards to access the internet as
a class and there is a wide range of geographic material in the school library. People with an



interest, or expertise, in a particular topic or area of geography could be invited into school to work
with the children. These might be parents, grandparents, other family members, neighbours or
representatives of the local community.

Impact

Children will have developed the geographical knowledge and skills to help them explore, navigate
and understand the world around them and their place in it. Children will understand how
geography ‘happens’ in their local area and will begin to understand their wider world and the
implications that we as citizens have on it. Children will work collaboratively to solve problems and
explain the processes that they have taken/observed within a real life context. Children will act as
good citizens within their local community.

The impact is demonstrated through the children’s learning outcomes by the end of KS2. They:

develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places — both terrestrial
and marine — including their defining physical and human characteristics and how these
provide a geographical context for understanding the actions of processes

understand the processes that gave rise to key physical and human geographical features of
the world, how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial variation and
change over time

are competent in the geographical skills needed to:

collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through experiences of
fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical processes

interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps, diagrams, globes,
aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems (GIS)

communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including through maps,
numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.

This policy was revised in September 2022
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