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1. Intent
At Read St John’s C of E Primary School, Religious Education is a high-profile academic subject which lies at the heart of our curriculum and is central to our distinctive Christian vision.
Religious Education enables pupils to explore and enrich their own developing beliefs, values and worldviews and to express their ideas and thoughts in a safe, respectful and supportive environment. Pupils learn about Christianity as a living, diverse and global faith and develop an understanding of other religious and non-religious worldviews.
Through RE, pupils encounter beliefs, practices, traditions, sacred texts and lived experiences. They develop the knowledge, vocabulary and skills needed to understand how religion and worldviews influence individuals, communities, cultures and society.
We encourage pupils to ask challenging questions about meaning, purpose, belief and human experience. Pupils are given opportunities to reflect upon their own developing spiritual, philosophical and ethical ideas whilst engaging thoughtfully and respectfully with the perspectives of others.
As a Church of England school, Christianity is the majority religious worldview studied in each year group and comprises at least 50% of RE curriculum time. Pupils also encounter a range of other religious and non-religious worldviews, enabling them to appreciate diversity, complexity, continuity and change within and between different traditions.
We believe that the following attitudes are essential for successful learning in RE and should be developed throughout the curriculum:
• Self-awareness
• Respect for all
• Open-mindedness
• Appreciation and wonder
Our school values permeate our teaching and learning across the curriculum: Service, Respect, Compassion, Perseverance, Forgiveness, Responsibility and Trust.
Through RE, pupils are encouraged to consider how beliefs and values influence the way people live and how they themselves can contribute positively to their community and the wider world.
2. The place of Religious Education within our curriculum
Religious Education at Read St John’s C of E Primary School lies at the very heart of our curriculum.
The school follows the Blackburn Diocesan Board of Education's Questful RE syllabus for primary schools. 
Our RE provision:
• fulfils the legal requirements for Religious Education;
• reflects our school's Church of England foundation, Trust Deed and Christian vision;
• meets the expectations of the Church of England Statement of Entitlement for Religious Education;
• ensures that Christianity is the majority religious worldview studied in each year group and comprises at least 50% of RE curriculum time;
• provides pupils with meaningful opportunities to study other religious and non-religious worldviews;
• develops religious literacy and the ability to use religious language accurately;
• enables pupils to engage with theology, philosophy and human/social science approaches;
• provides opportunities for enquiry, questioning, reflection, interpretation, analysis and evaluation;
• contributes to pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development;
• promotes respect, understanding and dialogue within our diverse society; and
• is taught as a distinct academic subject, separate from Collective Worship.
RE and Collective Worship naturally complement and enrich one another but are planned, taught and managed separately. Collective Worship does not form part of the school's allocated RE curriculum time.
3. Aims
The aims of Religious Education at Read St John’s are:
• To enable pupils to know about and understand Christianity as a living, diverse and global faith.
• To understand how Christian beliefs, teachings and practices influence individuals, communities and society.
• To know and understand a range of religious and non-religious worldviews.
• To recognise diversity within and between religious and non-religious worldviews.
• To develop religious literacy and confidence in using appropriate religious vocabulary.
• To engage with challenging questions of meaning, purpose, belief and human experience.
• To develop pupils' ability to interpret religious sources, including sacred texts, stories, artefacts and practices.
• To develop theological, philosophical and human/social science approaches to enquiry.
• To reflect critically and responsibly on their own developing spiritual, philosophical and ethical convictions.
• To engage respectfully and meaningfully with people whose beliefs and worldviews differ from their own.
• To understand the contribution of religion and belief to British culture, heritage and contemporary society.
• To encourage pupils to become thoughtful, compassionate and responsible members of their local, national and global communities.
4. By the end of Key Stage 2
By the end of Key Stage 2, pupils at Read St John’s should be able to:
• give a thoughtful and increasingly theologically informed account of Christianity as a living, diverse and global faith;
• demonstrate secure knowledge and understanding of a range of religious and non-religious worldviews;
• recognise and explain diversity within religious traditions;
• use religious vocabulary accurately and confidently;
• interpret and respond to a range of religious sources and evidence;
• ask and respond to challenging questions about meaning, purpose, belief and human experience;
• engage in meaningful and informed dialogue with those of different faiths, worldviews and none;
• compare and evaluate beliefs, practices and ideas thoughtfully;
• reflect critically and responsibly on their own developing spiritual, philosophical and ethical convictions; and
• understand how religion and worldviews influence individuals, communities, cultures and wider society.
5. What we learn about
Through RE, pupils develop an increasingly secure understanding of:
• God and Christian beliefs about God;
• creation and humanity;
• the Bible and its importance within Christianity;
• Jesus Christ, his life, teachings, death and resurrection;
• the Holy Spirit and the life of the Church;
• Christian beliefs, practices and celebrations;
• Christian values and how these influence the lives of believers;
• Christianity as a diverse and global faith;
• the beliefs, practices, traditions and lived experiences of other religions;
• non-religious worldviews and perspectives;
• similarities and differences within and between religious and non-religious worldviews;
• the relationship between religion, culture, society and identity;
• religious responses to ethical and contemporary issues;
• the ways in which people find meaning, purpose, hope and belonging; and
• the contribution of religion and belief to local, national and global communities.
6. What we learn from
Through RE, pupils have opportunities to:
• respond personally to religious stories, teachings and ideas;
• reflect on their own experiences, beliefs and values;
• develop empathy and understanding;
• consider different answers to ultimate questions;
• engage critically with religious beliefs and truth claims;
• recognise the importance of faith and worldview to people's identities;
• explore examples of Christian living, including love, forgiveness, reconciliation, justice, compassion, service and faith;
• appreciate the ways in which people of different faiths and worldviews respond to life's challenges;
• recognise areas of commonality and difference between worldviews;
• develop respectful dialogue with others;
• consider how beliefs influence actions and decisions;
• develop their own responses to philosophical, ethical and spiritual questions; and
• consider how they can contribute positively to their community and the wider world.
7. Religious Education enables pupils to
• talk openly and respectfully about beliefs and practices without fear of ridicule;
• develop excellent knowledge and understanding of Christianity;
• understand Christianity as a living faith rather than simply a historical or cultural subject;
• understand the diversity of Christianity across the world;
• learn about other religious and non-religious worldviews;
• understand that there is diversity within religious traditions;
• develop an informed and respectful attitude towards people with different beliefs and worldviews;
• explore challenging questions in a safe environment;
• develop their own ideas and responses without being required to adopt a particular belief;
• develop confidence in using religious language;
• engage in meaningful dialogue with people from different faiths and worldviews; and
• develop the knowledge and understanding needed to live well together in a diverse society.
8. Curriculum content and enrichment
The Religious Education curriculum at Read St John’s includes:
• opportunities to explore the Church's year;
• study of key Christian beliefs and concepts;
• study of the Bible and its significance for Christians;
• study of the local Christian community, including its history, traditions and saints;
• visits to our parish church;
• opportunities to experience the Church as a living community;
• visits to a range of places of worship;
• opportunities to welcome visitors from the local parish and wider community;
• opportunities to encounter people who live out their faith in different ways;
• opportunities to explore other religious and non-religious worldviews;
• opportunities to use religious language confidently and accurately;
• opportunities to explore sacred texts and sources;
• access to Bibles and examples of Bibles and prayer books from a variety of contexts;
• opportunities to listen to Christian psalms, hymns and spiritual songs from a wide range of traditions;
• access to Christian and multi-faith artefacts, used respectfully and appropriately;
• a sacred space for prayer, reflection and stillness;
• opportunities for theological, philosophical and ethical enquiry; and
• opportunities to connect RE learning with the wider curriculum.
9. Implementation
At Read St John’s, we follow the Blackburn Diocesan Board of Education Questful RE syllabus. The syllabus is supplemented where appropriate with additional high-quality resources and opportunities which enrich pupils' understanding of Christianity and other religious and non-religious worldviews.
RE is taught through a carefully sequenced programme of units which develops pupils' knowledge and understanding over time. Units include both religion-focused and thematic enquiries.
Each unit provides opportunities for pupils to:
• develop prior knowledge;
• acquire new religious vocabulary;
• explore key concepts;
• investigate beliefs and practices;
• engage with religious sources and lived experience;
• ask and answer questions;
• think critically;
• compare and make connections;
• reflect and respond;
• articulate their own ideas; and
• demonstrate what they have learned.
Teaching draws on three complementary disciplinary approaches:
• Theology – exploring beliefs, concepts, sacred texts and questions about God and faith.
• Philosophy – exploring questions of truth, meaning, existence, reason, morality and knowledge.
• Human and Social Sciences – exploring religion and worldviews as they are lived by individuals and communities.
These approaches enable pupils to develop increasingly sophisticated religious literacy and to understand that religious and non-religious worldviews are complex and diverse.
10. Curriculum time
Sufficient dedicated curriculum time is allocated to Religious Education.
The school aims to provide a level of curriculum time that reflects the importance of RE as a distinct academic subject and works towards the Church of England expectation of close to 10% of curriculum time, while ensuring that the minimum entitlement is met.
At least 50% of RE curriculum time is devoted to the study of Christianity.
Collective Worship is separate from and additional to RE curriculum time.
11. Inclusion
Religious Education is an entitlement for every pupil.
Teaching is adapted to ensure that pupils with SEND, EAL and other barriers to learning can access the full RE curriculum and make progress.
Teachers use appropriate scaffolding, vocabulary development, visual resources, practical experiences, discussion, modelling and differentiated outcomes where appropriate.
High expectations are maintained for all pupils. Adaptations are made to enable pupils to access ambitious RE learning rather than unnecessarily reducing intellectual challenge.
RE also provides opportunities to challenge stereotypes, prejudice and misconceptions about religion and belief.
Pupils are encouraged to recognise the diversity that exists both within and between religious and non-religious worldviews.
12. Church and community links
Our links with St John’s Church and the wider community are an important part of our RE curriculum.
Children regularly visit the church and participate in appropriate services and celebrations, including Harvest, Christmas and Easter.
Visits to the church support pupils' understanding of the Church as a living community and provide opportunities to connect classroom learning with lived Christian experience.
For example, Year 1 pupils may explore baptism through a visit to church, enabling them to learn about Christian practice and discuss their observations and responses.
Where appropriate, pupils visit other places of worship, including mosques, synagogues and Sikh gurdwaras. These visits are planned carefully to enhance curriculum learning and develop pupils' understanding of lived religion.
We welcome visitors from our local parish and wider community, providing opportunities for pupils to ask questions and encounter different perspectives.
We also work with organisations such as the PAIS project where appropriate. Visitors and external contributors enhance RE and collective worship but do not replace high-quality classroom teaching.
13. Cross-curricular links
RE provides meaningful opportunities to develop knowledge and skills across the curriculum. Links may be made with English, History, Geography, Art and Design, Music, PSHE, Citizenship, Science, Computing and Spiritual Development.
Cross-curricular links are made where they genuinely enhance RE learning. RE remains a distinct subject with its own disciplinary knowledge, vocabulary and learning objectives.
14. Impact
The impact of Religious Education is demonstrated through pupils' developing knowledge, understanding, skills and attitudes.
By the end of each key stage, pupils should demonstrate increasing:
Knowledge – knowledge of Christianity as a living and diverse faith; knowledge of other religious and non-religious worldviews; knowledge of key beliefs, practices, concepts and vocabulary; and knowledge of religious texts and sources.
Understanding – understanding of how beliefs influence people's lives; diversity within religious traditions; similarities and differences between worldviews; and the relationship between religion, culture and society.
Skills – questioning, interpreting, researching, analysing, comparing, evaluating, reflecting, communicating and using religious language accurately.
Attitudes – respect, empathy, open-mindedness, self-awareness, appreciation, curiosity and willingness to engage with different perspectives.
Pupils should increasingly be able to articulate their own developing ideas and respond thoughtfully to the ideas of others.
RE contributes significantly to pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural development and supports the development of courageous, respectful and responsible citizens.
15. Assessment and recording
Assessment in RE focuses on pupils' developing knowledge, understanding and disciplinary skills.
Assessment is used to identify prior knowledge, inform planning, identify misconceptions, monitor progress, support pupils in making connections between units, identify gaps in knowledge, provide appropriate challenge and inform future teaching.
Assessment is not simply based on written work. Teachers use discussion, questioning, practical activities, written work, oral responses, group work, creative responses, enquiry tasks, pupil self-assessment and end-of-unit assessments.
Questful RE assessment materials are used where appropriate to support teachers in making informed judgements about pupils' knowledge and understanding.
Pupils are encouraged to use "I know" and "I can" statements to reflect on their learning.
Pupil progress in RE is monitored through work scrutiny, discussion with pupils, planning scrutiny and assessment information.
16. Monitoring and evaluation
The RE Subject Leader, in collaboration with the Headteacher and leadership team, monitors the quality and impact of RE across the school.
Monitoring includes curriculum and planning review, work scrutiny, pupil voice, lesson visits where appropriate, assessment information, moderation, monitoring of curriculum coverage, review of Christianity and other worldview coverage, review of the use of religious vocabulary, evaluation of visits and visitors, monitoring of resources and professional development for staff.
The RE Subject Leader uses monitoring information to identify strengths and areas for development and to contribute to the school's wider self-evaluation and improvement planning.
Governors are kept informed about the quality and impact of RE and the school's compliance with its statutory and denominational requirements.
17. Roles and responsibilities
The Headteacher has overall responsibility for ensuring that RE is given appropriate status within the curriculum, statutory and denominational requirements are met, sufficient curriculum time is allocated, the school follows its agreed RE syllabus, staff receive appropriate support and professional development, and RE contributes to the school's Christian vision.
The RE Subject Leader leads the development of RE across the school; ensures Questful RE is implemented effectively; maintains an appropriate curriculum overview and progression; supports teachers with planning and subject knowledge; monitors teaching, assessment and progress; organises moderation; conducts pupil voice; monitors resources; coordinates visits and visitors; maintains links with the parish and Diocese; attends relevant training; provides staff training where required; and reports to senior leaders and governors.
Teachers are responsible for delivering high-quality RE, following the agreed curriculum, developing their subject knowledge, planning appropriate opportunities for enquiry and discussion, developing religious vocabulary, assessing pupils' knowledge and understanding, adapting teaching for pupils with SEND and other needs, and contributing to monitoring and moderation.
18. Resources
RE resources are stored centrally and are available for staff to use.
The school has a range of Bibles, children's Bibles, different translations and editions of the Bible, multi-faith books, religious artefacts, photographs and visual resources, sacred texts, prayer resources, music and worship resources, and digital resources.
Religious artefacts and sacred texts are handled carefully and respectfully.
Resources are reviewed regularly to ensure that they are accurate, age-appropriate, representative and reflective of the diversity within religious and non-religious worldviews.
19. Relationship with Collective Worship
Religious Education and Collective Worship are distinct.
RE is an academic subject which enables pupils to develop knowledge and understanding of religion and worldviews and to engage critically and thoughtfully with beliefs and ideas.
Collective Worship provides opportunities for the school community to gather, reflect, pray and explore its Christian foundation and values.
Although the two areas naturally complement one another, Collective Worship is not used as a substitute for RE and is not included within the school's allocated RE curriculum time.
20. Right of withdrawal
Parents have a legal right to withdraw their child from all or part of Religious Education.
Any request to withdraw a child should be made in writing to the Headteacher. The school will discuss the request with parents to ensure that they understand the nature and purpose of RE within a Church of England school before arrangements are made.
The school will respect the legal right of parents to withdraw their child.
21. Religious Education and the school's Christian vision
Through our school values we aspire to great things, achieve much, love and care for each other, and deliver a high-quality education in an inclusive and distinctively Christian environment.
Our Christian vision and mission statement underpin the ethos of our school and are reflected in our RE curriculum.
At Read St John’s C.E. Primary School, we endeavour to provide a caring and enriching environment in which every child is encouraged to reach their full potential, develop a love for learning and learn to love.
RE contributes to this vision by enabling pupils to explore faith, belief, meaning and values and by developing the knowledge and understanding required to live well together.
22. Review
This policy will be reviewed annually and will take account of:
• the Church of England Statement of Entitlement for Religious Education;
• the Blackburn Diocesan Board of Education requirements;
• the Questful RE syllabus;
• relevant statutory guidance;
• developments in RE pedagogy and assessment;
• SIAMS expectations; and
• the school's own monitoring and evaluation of RE.
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Website / Governors: RE Statement of Entitlement
At Read St John’s C of E Primary School, Religious Education is at the heart of our curriculum and reflects our distinctive Christian vision.

We follow the Blackburn Diocesan Board of Education Questful RE syllabus. Christianity is the majority religious worldview studied in each year group and comprises at least 50% of RE curriculum time. Pupils also encounter a range of religious and non-religious worldviews.

Our RE curriculum enables pupils to:
• develop secure knowledge and understanding of Christianity as a diverse and global living faith;
• learn about a range of religious and non-religious worldviews;
• recognise diversity within and between traditions;
• develop religious literacy and use religious language accurately;
• explore challenging questions about meaning, purpose, belief and human experience;
• engage with theology, philosophy and human/social science approaches;
• interpret religious sources and lived experience;
• develop respectful dialogue and empathy;
• reflect critically on their own developing beliefs, values and ethical ideas; and
• understand how religion and worldviews influence individuals, communities and society.

We provide meaningful opportunities for pupils to encounter lived faith through our links with St John’s Church, visits to places of worship and engagement with visitors from our local and wider community.

RE is taught as a distinct academic subject and is separate from Collective Worship. We aim to provide an inclusive, respectful environment where every pupil can ask questions, explore ideas and develop the knowledge and understanding needed to live well together in a diverse society.

Our RE curriculum is underpinned by our school values of Service, Respect, Compassion, Perseverance, Forgiveness, Responsibility and Trust.
Key reference documents
This policy should be read alongside the school's current Questful RE curriculum documentation, the Church of England Statement of Entitlement for Religious Education (January 2026), relevant Blackburn Diocesan Board of Education guidance, the school's Collective Worship policy and other relevant school policies.
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