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How does Read St. John’s School know 
that my child needs help?
u All teachers at  Read St John’s School provide quality first teaching 

and are supported to adapt their teaching to meet the needs of 
children with additional needs. 

u Some children require special educational provision beyond high 
quality adaptation, which is additional to or different from that 
made for others of the same age. 

u Assessment for Learning allows us to gain essential information on 
abilities, progress and achievements via:

u Teacher/Head/ SENDCo staff observations
u Marking of Work

u Half termly/termly assessments
u Reviewing strengths and difficulties
u Specialist SEN standardised assessments
u External Agency Assessments 



Who makes the decision about how 
much support my child receives?
u When a child joins our school, the SENCO (Special Educational Needs 

Coordinator) will note any identified SEND and seek to liaise with parents / 
carers, previous schools, previous agencies involved. 

u The class teacher and SENCO will discuss any pupil concerns together

u A graduated response will be implemented through Assess, Plan, Do, Review

u If appropriate, the child will be placed on the school’s SEND register

u Intervention will vary depending on the child’s needs. The main areas of 
focus are:

u Class support

u Cognition and learning

u Speech, Language and Social Communication 

u Social, Emotional and Mental Health 

u Physical  / sensory Support



How will Read St. John’s School 
support my child?

u Read St John’s School ensures that quality teaching is our 
first priority, adapting accordingly to meet the needs of 
the children

u Support is given through the type of task, differing levels 
of scaffolding or resources used

u Support can be as simple as a writing frame with an 
example answer or the use of specialist equipment, specific 
learning programmes or interventions

u Working with professionals with specialist training such as 
speech and language therapists , advisors for visually 
impaired pupils, specialist teachers, Educational 
Psychologists etc

u Specific  targets are set to meet the child’s needs, that are 
discussed with parents/carers and together we plan the 
next steps



What curriculum will my child be 
taught?

u We teach a varied and exciting curriculum, rooted in the importance of 
the core subjects: English, Maths and Science. We offer a unique 
creative approach to providing enrichment opportunities for our young 
people through access to the Arts, sport and other skills. 

u Through our curriculum, assemblies and the school ethos, pupils are 
taught PSHE

u Our SEND support structure offers additional programmes to support:

u Social and communication skills

u Emotional Literacy

u Awareness in the community

u Friendship groups

u Time to talk

u Fine and gross motor skills groups

u Computing



What does Read St John’s School offer 
for the well- being of my child?

u We have a Pastoral Support Team that 
includes:

u Designated Safeguarding Leads

u Access to Mental Health Champions in school

u Qualified First Aiders

u School Nurse
u District 11 inclusion Hub Support Service 

u Staff trained to deliver support for ELSA

u Attendance Officer



What specialist support and expertise 
does Read St. John’s have access to? 

u Behaviour Support

u Social Care

u Specialist Teacher Advisor for Visual Impairment

u Specialist Teacher Advisor for Hearing Impairment

u Speech and Language Therapy (SALT)

u Occupational Therapist (OT)

u Educational Psychiatrist (EP)

u Children and Young People’s Wellbeing Service (formally CAHMS)

u Specialist Autism Teacher

u Exams Access Arrangements Assessor 

u ADHD Northwest

u Action 4 ASD



What training have staff at Read St. 
John’s School had to support my child?

u Our staff are highly trained. We work closely with 
specialists who train, guide and advise us so we can 
deliver the best support for children with SEND

u We have staff trained to deliver support with:

u Learning difficulties (including Dyslexia)

u Emotional literacy
u Autism

u Speech and Language
u Hearing/Visual Impairment 

u Working Memory deficits
u Anger/Anxiety Management

u Behaviour Support 



How will my child be included outside 
the classroom, including trips? 

u We want all of our children to benefit from 
the education we offer, this includes taking 
part in school trips 

u Where appropriate for children with SEND, 
additional risk assessments will be carried out 
prior to the trip

u Where it is beneficial for a parent to attend 
alongside their child with SEND, we will 
approach them at the planning stage

u Where appropriate, extra members of staff 
will attend trips to provide additional support 



How will Read St. John’s School help with 
transitions to the school and moving on to 
high school?

u Your child’s needs are paramount. In order for your 
child to be happy at school, they must feel safe and 
secure. To ensure a smooth transition, preparations 
include:

u Preliminary visits with a known adult. This includes a 
guided tour of the school, a chance to meet senior 
staff, teaching staff, members of the SEND team as 
well as current students

u A suitable transition program depending on needs
u Parent and external agency involvement if required
u Resources in place or adaptations to the environment

u Sharing of SEN documents
u Parent visits with / without you child



What should I do If I think my child 
has additional needs?

u Please talk to us. We have your child’s best 
interest at heart and we want them to 
succeed. Working in partnership and building 
strong relationships with our pupils and their 
parents, allows us to better support their 
needs.

u First point of call is to talk to your child’s 
class teacher, who will then be able to make 
a referral to the SENDCo. If you require more 
information, an appointment can be arranged 
with the SENDCo.



Read St John’s Graduated response for Special Education Needs





What does the SEN Code of 
Practice 2014 say about record 
keeping?

u It is for schools to decide their own approach in record keeping for SEN pupils.

u The provision made for SEN pupils should be recorded accurately and kept up to date.

u OFSTED will expect to see evidence of pupil progress, what outcomes are expected 
and a well informed approach to the monitoring and evaluation of the SEN support 
provided.

u Schools should record:

u Additional or different provision for the pupil

u Accurate information about the pupil’s SEN

u The provision provided for the pupil including teaching strategies and the impact of this 
support

u Any involvement of specialists and when

This information should be shared readily with parents and be accessible to them.



We record this information in 
a POP…

u A POP is short for Pupil Overview of Provision

u It contains:

u your child’s information about their strengths and challenges, 

u the professionals involved in your child’s care, 

u The support in place for your child:

u In the classroom

u In groups including interventions they take part in

u On an individual basis

u A review of the support in place for each term of the year by the 
adults in class, yourselves and your child

u Your child’s attendance will also be recorded on the document as 
well as their attainment through the year

u The POP is a working document which means it is constantly 
changing throughout the year







SENDCo contact info
u Sara Toomey – Associate SENDCo

u S.toomey@read.lancs.sch.uk

mailto:stoomey@read.lancs.sch.uk


Important Links

u Lancashire Local Offer: This website is a 
collaboration between parents and carers of young 
people with disabilities, young people and Lancashire 
County Council, to help you find what is available in 
the area for young people with Special Educational 
Needs or Disabilities (0-25 years) and how to access a 
variety of services. 

u Special educational needs and disabilities - local 
offer - Lancashire County Council

u SEND Code of Practice (2015): Outlines current 
government SEND legislation 

u https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government
/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398
815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/special-educational-needs-and-disabilities/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/398815/SEND_Code_of_Practice_January_2015.pdf

