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Monday, 14 September 2020
Dear Parents and Carers, the Coronavirus continues to disrupt all of our lives. I am sharing this
latest information with you in an attempt to keep all of our children, families and staff safe,
healthy and informed; and to keep RLA open so long as it is safe to do so! Please ensure that you
read this and follow the advice so that we all help to reduce the transmission of this deadly virus.
It is essential that we all socially distance – stay at least 2 metres apart from others. Some parents
are not keeping to this and I am having to formally speak to them about their responsibilities.
This is an extract from a letter sent to all schools from Diane Booth, the Director of Children’s
Services in Blackpool and from Dr Arif Rajpura, Blackpool’s Director of Public Health:
I write to reiterate the advice of our Public Health Director in relation to symptomatic children
and school attendance. Blackpool Council is proposing a low threshold, learning from the
successful approach the Council have taken as a local authority in our care homes.
We appreciate that this advice broadens the scope and need for testing. The testing and
laboratory capacity has been raised as a critical issue and plans are underway to address and
improve swift access, which will support school attendance.
Our Public Health Director’s advice, which I support, is that we follow the World Health Organisations list of symptoms
to support keeping transmission low and keep our children, young people and staff teams as safe as we possibly
can. I appreciate that this is a challenging time for all schools and our community, but our approach I feel is the
most appropriate to take. World Health Organisation Symptoms are:
Most common symptoms:
• fever
• dry cough
• tiredness

Less common symptoms:
• aches and pains
• sore throat
• diarrhoea
• conjunctivitis
• headache
• loss of taste or smell
• a rash on skin, or discolouration of
fingers or toes

Serious symptoms:
• difficulty breathing or shortness
of breath
• chest pain or pressure
• loss of speech or movement

Yours sincerely, Diane Booth (Director of Children’s Services) and Dr Arif Rajpura (Director of Public Health)

So, if you, or any member of your household has any of these symptoms, you must keep your child(ren) away
from school, self isolate and get tested. Do not bring your child(ren) back to school until they have a confirmed
negative test result; or they have self isolated for 10 days from the onset of symptoms and are symptom free.
All members of the household must self isolate for 14 days, whether they have the symptons or not.
‘RLA: A place where we all …

‘

Respect. Learn. Achieve.’

PLEASE TURN OVER FOR FURTHER ADVICE AND GUIDANCE
Getting Tested.
The quickest way to get a test is to book an appointment for a test at a local site. Contact https://www.gov.uk/getcoronavirus-test to make an appointment. Do remember that, currently, children under 5 can not attend testing
sites so parents of under 5s must register for a home kit using the same web address above or by contacting
https://111.nhs.uk/covid-19/.
Any families who have difficulties accessing the on line services, please contact the NHS on 119.
Please do visit our website for the latest information and useful advice. www.revoelearningacademy.co.uk Go to:
Resources and links supporting families on our home page.
Also, please do remember that, if we do need to close a bubble, or the whole of RLA, because of confirmed cases or
insufficient staff, a responsible adult must collect your child(ren) from RLA as quickly as possible once we have
contacted you through social media.
Please ensure that we have your current contact details (mobile and email) so that we can safeguard your child.
We apologise for any inconvenience that this causes. Decisions to close will only be done following advice from
Public Health England and will be done solely to protect the health and safety of all at RLA.
In the event of a bubble or whole Academy closure, we will be providing work through our Remote Learning Offer.
Please try to use this to ensure that your child does not fall behind in their learning.

And finally, GOVERNMENT CHANGES from Monday 14th September, 2020


Can I also remind you that our Government has updated changes for England from today to reduce the risk
of the coronavirus pandemic spreading.



You must not meet with people from other households socially in groups of more than 6. This applies
indoors and outdoors, including in private homes



COVID-19 Secure venues, such as places of worship, restaurants and hospitality venues, can still host larger
numbers in total but groups of up to 6 must not mix or form larger groups



Education and work settings are unaffected, and organised team sports will still be able to proceed, as will
weddings and funerals up to 30. This limit will be enforceable in law



Businesses will have a clear duty to support NHS Test and Trace. From 18 September, it will
be mandatory for certain businesses to have a system to collect NHS Test and Trace data, and keep this for
21 days. Core COVID-19 Secure requirements will be mandated for hospitality businesses, and egregious
breaches enforced.

Thank you for your on going support and please do socially distance at all times in and around RLA. Regualrly wash
your hands for at least 20 seconds and do carry tissues with you for sneezes and coughs. Bin safely.
Very best wishes,

Dayle Harrison

