
                       
RLA is a learning environment at the heart of our community. If you would like more information about our Curriculum, or want to get more involved in 

developing our Curriculum, please let Mrs Raistrick or the main office know.  

 Health and Well Being 

 Enterprise 

 English 

 Mathematics 

 

Our aim is to meet the needs of young people in Blackpool, preparing them for adult and working life in the 21st century. The educational vision and 

curriculum design for RLA recognises that: 

 The world of 2020+ will be very different to the world of today 
 

 The pace of change is increasing, hence the importance for flexibility. 
 

 Young people have, and will have increasingly, greater access to information and learning material independently of their statutory education life. 
 

 Adulthood entails economic participation but more. 
 

 11+ year olds will still be at an early stage of learning. 
 

 The current curriculum defined in subject terms is not always well suited to equipping every young person with the knowledge, skills and 

understanding they will need for a fulfilling adult life. 
 

 Curriculum delivery should involve a greater use of adults other than teachers. These could include support staff, graduates, artists, sports people 

and people from industry and business to support curriculum delivery. 
 

 Without adequate English and Mathematics knowledge and understanding, future opportunities and experiences are limited. 

 

Each half term your child’s curriculum map 

will be uploaded to the website a week 

before the holiday to enable you to start the 

learning journey with your child.  



 

RLA’s curriculum policy is based on the following aims, to: 
 

•   Have students at its heart, putting their interests above those of the institution. 
 

•   Have a curriculum that is fit for purpose, offering differentiation and personalisation. 
 

•   Be a centre of excellence in learning and teaching. 
 

• Prepare all students for a successful adult and working life in a 21st century global 

society. 
 

• First achieve and then exceed national standards in achievement, attainment and 

progression. 
 

•   Be committed to excellence and continuous improvement. 
 

•   Value vocational and academic routes equally. 
 

•   Nurture the talents of all and celebrate success. 
 

•   Work with Primary Schools to ease transition.                                                                              We want your child to succeed at our school 
 

•   Involve the community. 
 

•   Involve parents/carers. 
 

•   Be in a learning environment that is above all else inspiring 

The New Curriculum (Y1 to Y6) The New 2014 Curriculum provides a balanced, broad based curriculum which promotes the spiritual, 

moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils at school and in society, preparing them for opportunities, responsibilities and 

experiences of adulthood. All of our pupils are entitled to an education which develops their talents and qualities through high quality learning 

experiences which leads towards quality and excellence in all forms. 
 

Our Curriculum is strategically led by our Deputy Headteacher, Mrs Raistrick, and is organised to give children their entitlement under the 

National Curriculum and the locally agreed syllabus for Religious Education. Our curriculum is built on the following principles. All pupils will: 
 

 be offered a rich, diverse curriculum which promotes the development of the whole child: intellectually, creatively, physically, emotionally, 

socially and spiritually. 

 acquire skills, attitudes, concepts and knowledge related to areas of experience. 

 enjoy equal opportunities of experience regardless of need, gender, sexuality, disability, race or culture; and,  

 benefit from a coherent view of the curriculum and a common purpose shared by governors and staff. 
 



Our Home School Agreement, devised with parents and pupil leaders, is a valuable aid to support the learning and we expect parents, pupils and 

staff to sign up to this positive partnership on their admission. 
 

Our subject curriculum is based upon the Programmes of Study (POS) and Attainment Targets of the New National Curriculum, or schemes of 

work where national guidelines are not relevant. Our curriculum is centred around learning challenges to help our children become inquisitive 

investigators.   

The aim of our curriculum is to give children a secure grasp on the basic skills of English (especially, communication, reading and writing) 

and Mathematics, while providing them with rich experiences, skills and knowledge from other subjects and the outdoor environment. 
 

Foundation subjects - Geography, History, Art, Design Technology, Music, PE, Modern Foreign Languages (MFL), Computing, Health and 

Wellbeing and Business and Enterprise - immerse the children in knowledge, skills and understanding to ensure that your child thrives in the 21st 

Century. 
 

We believe that every child is entitled to have the best learning opportunities which we can offer so that they can become confident, 

respectful and employable citizens. Children are taught using a mixture of whole-class and group teaching, as well as increasing independent 

tasks.  
 

Foundation and Key Stage 1 children are taught for at least 21 hours per week; Key Stage 2 children for 23½ hours teaching per week. We teach 

for longer than the minimum teaching time.  
 

POS are set out in each subject and outlining essential skills and processes which need to be covered by pupils at each stage of their education. 

We have devised our own curriculum maps within the guidelines and employ our own teaching methods and resources to achieve them. 
                                 

All schools must make provision for Religious Education and collective worship. We follow Blackpool CSA guidance. Parents have the right to 

withdraw their child from certain parts of the RE curriculum and/or collective worship if you object on religious grounds. Please make an 

appointment to see the Deputy Headteacher or Headteacher if you wish to exercise this right. 
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Health and Wellbeing provides children with the knowledge, skills and understanding they 

need to lead confident, healthy, independent lives and to become informed, active, responsible 

citizens. We teach through: 
 

 Direct teaching in timetabled class sessions eg. Science, PE and assemblies; 

 Input from visitors: the Life Bus, specialist visitors e.g. School Nurse or the Road Safety 

Officer, speak to classes on key aspects of health care or personal safety; 

 Newsround Time: Classes meet on a weekly basis to discuss a range of important issues. These 

can be current affairs at school, local, national or international level. Structured activities allow 

groups to explore relationships, feelings, emotions and experiences; 

 Organised activities outside school: Our older pupils regularly support emotional, social and play needs of younger children during lunch 

times. 

 Leadership and employment positions for democratically elected children eg Head Girl. 
 

 

Business and Enterprise  provides children with the knowledge, skills and understanding they need to develop their enterprise skills, personal 

finance and economic and business understanding to become tomorrow’s workforce. Classes are encouraged to develop enterprising projects in 

order to learn more about financial literacy and understanding. School ‘lends’ start up loans following a business plan! And 

‘they’ get to keep most of the profits! Our Year 5 teacher Mr Wilkinson is our own, ‘dragon!’ and he makes the decision 

whether the business will go ahead or not. 

We teach through: 

 Writing business plans with the support of our School Business Manager. 

 Keeping and reporting on their accounts 

 Designing a product and logo. 

 Researching, marketing, advertising and selling their product to make a profit.   

 Holding Enterprise Days and encouraging local businesses to participate and support them. 

 Y6 Careers Day. 

 

Drug Education Our Drug Education programme teaches the children about the classification, usage and consequences of both legal and 

illegal drugs. 

 

Personal Relationships Education (P.R.E.) including Sex Education Governors approve the teaching of P.R.E. for children from 3 to 11. 

Our policy is available in School for you to read if you wish. At their level, we aim to help pupils cope with the emotional challenges of growing up 



and to give them an understanding of human reproduction. We recognise that the prime responsibility for bringing up children rests with the 

parents and our role is to be complementary and supportive. We also recognise the rights of parents to withdraw their children from any, or all, 

of the sex education programme apart from those sections which are statutory ie. The New National Curriculum. Hopefully, parents would 

discuss their concerns with us before withdrawing a child from lessons. 
 

We offer a programme of Sex Education, appropriate to your child’s age and taught within a caring, moral and sensitive environment. Our 

approach is to provide Sex Education within the context of our health education programme, which begins in Nursery.  

Staff respond to children's questions as they arise, giving information required with sensitivity and in a manner appropriate to the maturity and 

needs of the child.  
 

Specific teaching is given at Y5 and Y6 by the School Nurse when expert resources specifically designed for primary aged children are used.  

Parents are consulted prior to this stage of the programme. Parents have the right to withdraw their child from these sessions, after 

discussion with the Deputy Headteacher or Headteacher. 
 

Physical Education (PE) Our specialist team, Mrs Singleton and Mr Mainds will develop PE and Sport at Revoe Learning Academy. We 

participate in many sporting activities and aim to develop: an enjoyment of physical activity; concepts of fair play and good sportsmanship; an 

understanding of the importance, value and benefits of exercise and healthy living; and, physical competence and development. All children are 

given equal opportunity and encouragement to participate in physical activities. If your child is unable to take part in PE for any reason, you must 

explain the reasons. 
 

During the year, your child will have the opportunity to take part in a wide variety of team games, athletic 

activities, dance, games and gymnastics. We aim for all children to receive at least 2 hours physical activity 

each week. We have a swimming programme for Key Stage 2 children at Palatine Leisure Centre. In swimming, 

all instructors and transport is paid for. It is expected that all children will achieve their 25-metre award by 

the end of Key Stage 2.  
 

We encourage children to wear appropriate clothing and footwear for all activities to keep them safe (see 

uniform list). Children are not allowed to wear jewellery or watches for any aspect of PE for health and 

safety reasons. 
 

Children are taught basic skills such as throwing and catching, which are put into practice in simple games. As 

skills are further developed, children participate in a variety of invasion, net, striking and fielding games such as football, hockey, netball, short 

tennis, rounders and cricket. 
 



During the year, children can take part in a variety of competitions, including swimming galas, netball rallies, football competitions and cross 

country running, not to mention Blackpool Youth Games. There are also a number of extra-curricular clubs including girls’ and boys’ cricket, 

athletics, rugby, fit 2 go and cross-country running to get them active. 
 

Expressive Arts Education, including Drama and Dance and Music Our specialist teacher, Miss Cheetham will 

develop drama and dance at Revoe Learning Academy.  We aim to give our children a wide range of experiences in music, 

art and drama, including: visits from the Royal Ballet, Travelling By Tuba and African Drummers performances and 

visitors to School as well as being taught to use the music and art resources to good effect. We use modern 

contemporary dance, ‘fashionable’ and more traditional dance styles, reflecting the interest of the 

children where possible.  

Our drama and dance groups will produce outstanding performances and the children will have the 

opportunity to show off their talent to audiences within School and at larger venues outside School, 

including performing at Blackpool’s major theatres. 
 

Every class has a weekly opportunity to learn about music, either with body, percussion or 

instruments. Our talented performers have represented School throughout Blackpool, including 

Blackpool’s Christmas Carol Concert, Pop Idol and Choir of the Year Festival.  
 

We also offer children the opportunity to learn to play instruments on an individual or very small group basis (contributions required) using 

Blackpool Music Service staff.  
 

We are extremely fortunate to be able to perform regularly at Blackpool’s fantastic theatres which give the children such amazing experiences. 

Whether your child has a special talent or just an interest, Revoe Learning Academy could well be for you! 
 

Religious Education  Religious Education is taught as part of our Curriculum. 

We follow the Blackpool Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education.  Through learning 

about and learning from different religions, we aim to develop your child’s sensitivity 

and empathy with others and promote their own spiritual development. 
 

Acts of Worship     School comes together to share as a family in an act of 

worship at the beginning and end of the week.  Midweek assemblies are held for phases, where the 

children are chosen to celebrate ‘good’ work. From January, each class will lead an assembly based on 

a curriculum theme, to which parents will be warmly invited to attend.   
 



We recognise that families join us from a range of different backgrounds, some of no faith and others who are members of a faith.  Our 

worship is essentially Christian in character.  We do not seek to be exclusive; we promote all children to develop their own spirituality and invite 

them to share in particular aspects of celebrations. Members of other denominations and faiths contribute regularly to assemblies and come 

into classes to support the children’s learning. 
 

Our British Values and Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural provision provide a themed structure for many of our assemblies based on a number 

of core values shared by faith and non-faith communities.  A theme is introduced regularly and extended in classrooms, the lunch room and 

other activities. 
 

Parents have a right to withdraw their child from Worship or RE teaching, in discussion with Headteacher. 
 

English   The New Curriculum is used to scaffold our English curriculum. The Staff regularly train and share expertise to ensure consistency 

of approach so that EVERY child makes their expected learning progress and reaches at least high school-ready attainment.    

Children in Reception are encouraged to: mark make and write through play initially: read through regular story times and the Phonic programme, 

‘Letters and Sounds’. A ‘Fast track phonic’ intervention programme is delivered for children in Year 2 who have not yet achieved the Year 1 

phonic screening. Speaking & Listening are delivered through specific programmes like Talkboost, Lexia, ELIP, Wellcomm as well as cross 

curricular activities and role play. We also have an outside agency ‘Shine’ that provides extra speech interventions for identified children, 

Nursery onwards. 
 

All years are taught phonics, reading, writing, speaking & listening, handwriting and spelling.  Writing is taught and applied across all other 

subjects. Children’s work is celebrated on our RLA website, displays and assemblies. We use Revoe library where the children are allowed to 

borrow books and learn new skills.  
 

Reading: We place great emphasis on teaching your child to read. In school time, your child will use a wide 

range of books and mainly read as part of a group. In addition to this, your child will be given a home 

reading record booklet, which is for you to fill in every time you hear your child read.  

If reading standards are to improve, it is essential that you hear your child read regularly, so please fill in 

the reading record and make a positive comment. We really value your support in hearing your child read 

regularly. Five minutes each night will make an enormous difference!  

 

We want to catch you reading like Mr Fish our Site Supervisor. 

 

 

 



Key Stage 1 Reading schemes: 

We use a range of reading materials to enrich our children’s reading experiences and develop a love of reading. These include: 

 Oxford Reading tree 

 Project X 

 Pearson Bug Club 
 

We aim for the learning of these vital life-long skills to be as exciting, interesting and relevant as possible, and this is supported and 

encouraged through themed, cross curricular writing events, annual Book Weeks, Book Fairs, School performances and visiting theatre groups 

and productions.  

 
 

Mathematics  The New Curriculum is used to scaffold our Mathematics curriculum. The Staff regularly share expertise to ensure 

consistency of approach so that your child makes their expected learning progress and reaches at least high school-ready attainment.  Our aim 

is for each child to acquire the mathematical skills and knowledge in order to become numerate and develop the ability to think clearly, logically 

and confidently. We want to enthuse a positive attitude towards maths as an exciting and attractive subject in which everyone can gain success 

and enjoyment. 
 

We develop children’s confidence and competence with numbers and measures; understanding of the number system; use of computational skills; 

the ability to solve number problems in a variety of contexts; a practical understanding of the ways in which information is gathered by counting 

and measuring and is presented in graphs, diagrams, charts and tables. Maths is taught and applied across all other subjects.   Pupils are 

assessed each term for progress in these specific areas.  
 

Suggested time allocations for Numeracy: 

 The Foundation Stage is working towards 45 minutes per day by the end of the year. 

 Key Stage 1 has a 45 - 60 minute session per day. 

 Key Stage 2 has a 50 – 60 minute session per day. 
 

Science Science stimulates and excites pupils’ curiosity about 

phenomena and events in the World around them. It also satisfies this 

curiosity with knowledge through the specific disciplines of biology, 

chemistry and physics. Through Science, pupils understand how major 

scientific ideas contribute to technological change, impacting upon industry, business and medicine and improving quality of life. Science 

teaching at Revoe Learning Academy aims to stimulate and channel children’s curiosity about the World around them. Our children will be 

equipped with the scientific knowledge required to understand the uses and implications of science, today and for the future. 



 

By linking practical experience with ideas, we can engage pupils at many levels and, by introducing scientific method, we are training them to 

analyse what they find out.  

Mrs Geeson, our Science lead, has devised science writing frames for the programme of study, “Working Scientifically,’ to ensure fluid 

progression between year groups. (KS1 – asking questions, observations, performing simple tests, identifying and classifying, gathering and 

recording data to answer questions. KS2 – planning, taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, recording data, predictions, 

reporting and presenting findings, identifying scientific evidence to refute ideas or arguments). Every year Mrs Geeson invites in a range of 

science professionals to invigorate the children’s understanding of science including demonstrations and hands on classroom activities.  

 

We continue to develop outdoor learning and wildlife areas within our grounds to study and care for our environment. We are looking forward to 

our new park facilities where we will have opportunities to develop our own outdoor learning environment eg. allotment. Could you be the next 

Monty Don? We undertake day visits to a variety of venues including the Solaris Centre, Stanley Park, Blackpool Zoo, Water Treatment Plants, 

BNFL and other stimulating venues. 
 

Computing      At Revoe, we fully embrace the Computing curriculum to develop children’s understanding of computer 

programming and aspects of computer science. We provide opportunities for creative, collaborative work in which children 

acquire the information technology skills they need, as well as helping them to understand the implications of 

technology for individuals and society as they become digitally literate. 

 

Our specialist teacher, Mrs Taylor, teaches all the children from Reception to Year 6 one lesson per week.  They learn how to design, write and 

debug programs, understand computer networks and collect, analyse, evaluate and present data in a range of software. This is underpinned by 

ensuring children use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly and that children are aware of what is acceptable and unacceptable 

behaviour. 

We are very lucky to have a vast range of technological resources at Revoe as all areas are fully equipped with PC’s, Macbooks, ipad’s, Smart TV’s 

and Interactive Whiteboards. We also have a range of digital media equipment for film and animation 

work and are very excited to be one of the few Blackpool school’s with a 3D printer! 
 

Art and Design       Art stimulates creativity and imagination, providing visual, 

tactile and sensory experiences in a unique way of understanding and responding to 

our World. Pupils learn about colour, line texture, pattern and form and begin to 

use these to express what they see, think and feel; and learn about different ways 

in which Art can be represented and how it differs from culture to culture and era 

to era. We believe that the teaching of Art and Design enables children to develop 
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their imagination, inspiration, understanding and ability to question art and artists. 
 

The children develop their creativity through exploration of visual, tactile and sensory qualities of materials and processes. They begin to 

experiment and explore colour, shape, pattern and texture. 

Over time, they develop and improve their skills and techniques, becoming more confident in using a range of materials and further developing 

their understanding of different elements of art such as line, shape and pattern.  They are encouraged to use a wide range of materials and 

techniques within their art and design learning such as drawing, painting, sewing, weaving and ceramics. We display children’s work in School, at 

the Grundy Art Gallery and participate in competitions. 
 

 

Design and Technology (DT)     Children learn about characteristics of materials, mechanisms, components and assembly, joining and finishing 

techniques through a range of mediums such as craft, food technology, woodwork and textiles. We 

believe the teaching of design and technology promotes healthy life skills and creativity of thought 

and action through which pupils will develop the capability to design and make products of quality, to 

which they apply appropriate knowledge and understanding. We provide 

opportunities for the children to explore, investigate, evaluate and develop a 

range of techniques, skills and processes.  
 

Children are encouraged to draw, model, discuss and improve their designs, 

discussing what they like and dislike about a given design. They build on their early experiences, 

learning through investigating familiar objects around them. By Key Stage 2, the children complete 

tasks both independently and as a group, developing their logical and critical thinking. They begin to 

understand and use the term ‘design brief’ so considering who or what a product is for; how it works; and what improvements could be made 

following evaluation.  

 

History By developing a sense of time, appreciating the importance of 

change, understanding how people lived in the past and developing respect 

for historical artefacts, we aim to teach History that will make real 

contributions to the personal and social development of your child. Through our New Curriculum 

we teach the requirements of the National Curriculum, organised alongside the teaching of 

Geography to provide a balanced curriculum in Humanities. To enrich our teaching of History, we 

also value the importance of visits, the use of artefacts and of people talking about their own 

past. We therefore provide many opportunities to bring History alive and make it fun. 
 



 

Geography  Geography teaches your child to develop an understanding of the World around them and of their own place 

within it: how it was formed, how it is changing and how it is used. By developing an understanding of places and 

environments, they learn about their local area and compare this with other regions of Britain and the rest of the World; and 

how to interpret maps and develop skills of research and investigation. Through their knowledge and understanding of human geography, 

children gain an appreciation of other cultures. We aim for our Geography teaching to motivate children to find out about their World, to 

promote global awareness and help them to recognise the importance of looking after our environment for the future of all 

 

 

 

Curriculum Overview: Year Group Subjects Taught at RLA 
 

 
 Prime Areas of Learning Specific Areas of Learning 

Nursery 
Communication 

and Language 

Physical 

Development 

Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Development 

Literacy Mathematics 
Understanding the 

World 

Expressive Arts and 

Design 

Rec 
Communication 

and Language 

Physical 

Development 

Personal, Social 

and Emotional 

Development 

Literacy Mathematics 
Understanding the 

World 

Expressive Arts and 

Design 

 English Maths Science Art DT History Geography Music French Computing PSHE RE PE 

Y1              

Y2              

Y3              

Y4              

Y5              

Y6              

 


