[image: ]

School Uniform Policy
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1. Introduction
At Riverside Primary School we place emphasis on pride in our community.  Our children represent the community and are ambassadors for our school. We firmly believe that school uniform promotes our ethos and enhances equality. Winter uniform is worn from the Autumn term to the end of the Spring term and the Summer uniform should be worn throughout the Summer term. Uniform is available online from schooluniformdirect.org.uk Please ensure that you select Riverside Primary School and not Riverside Bridge School or Riverside Senior School.  

2. Our school’s legal duties under the Equality Act 2010
The Equality Act 2010 prohibits discrimination against an individual based on the protected characteristics, which include age, sex, disability, race, religion or belief, pregnancy and maternity, and gender reassignment.
To avoid discrimination, our school will:
· Make sure that our uniform costs the same for all pupils
· Allow all pupils to have long hair (though we reserve the right to ask for this to be tied back)
· Allow all pupils to style their hair in a way that is appropriate for school and makes them feel most comfortable
· Allow pupils to wear headscarves and/or other religious garments
· Allow pupils with sensory or physical needs to make reasonable adaptations to their uniform depending on their specific needs
· Allow for reasonable adaptations to our policy on the grounds of equality by asking pupils or their parents to get in touch with Miss Ali, Head of School, who can answer questions about the policy and respond to any requests. These will be considered on a case-by-case basis

3. Limiting the cost of school uniform
Our school has a duty to make sure that the uniform we require is affordable, in line with statutory guidance from the Department for Education on the cost of school uniform.
We understand that items with distinctive characteristics (such as branded items, or items that have to have a school logo or a unique fabric/colour/design) cannot be purchased from a wide range of retailers and that requiring many such items limits parents’ ability to ‘shop around’ for a low price. 
We will make sure our uniform:
· Is available at a reasonable cost
· Provides the best value for money for parents/carers
We will do this by:
· Carefully considering whether any items with distinctive characteristics are necessary
· Limiting any items with distinctive characteristics where possible: for example, by only asking that the sweatshirt, features the school logo
· Limiting items with distinctive characteristics to low-cost
· Avoiding specific requirements for items pupils could wear on non-school days, such as coats, bags and shoes
· Avoiding different uniform requirements for different year/class
· Avoiding different uniform requirements for extra-curricular activities
· Making sure that arrangements are in place for parents to acquire second-hand uniform items
· Avoiding frequent changes to uniform specifications and minimising the financial impact on parents of any changes
· Consulting with parents and pupils on any proposed significant changes to the uniform policy and carefully considering any complaints about the policy

4. Expectation for school uniform 
It is our expectation that all pupils at Riverside Primary School will wear school uniform as follows:
	Winter:
Navy blue jumper or cardigan with school logo
Grey polo shirt 
Black/Grey skirt/trousers
Black/Grey tights/socks
Black shoes (no boots or trainers)
	Summer:
Navy blue jumper or cardigan with school logo
Grey polo shirt
Blue checked dress
Black/Grey skirt, trousers or shorts
Black/Grey/White socks
Black shoes (no boots, sandals or trainers)

	PE kit:
Navy T-shirt
Black shorts
Black tracksuit bottoms for the winter
Black plimsolls
Navy PE bag



All clothing should be clearly labelled with the pupil’s name
Pupils not in the correct footwear will be provided with school plimsolls to wear during school time.

PE Kit Reminder 
Participation in PE is hugely important for the development of health, fitness and wider skills for learning such as resilience and collaboration as well as being part of the curriculum. Children should bring their PE kits at the start of each half term and take them home at the end of the half term to wash. If your child does not have their PE kits they will miss PE lessons and a letter will be sent home.

General notes on appearance:
Shirts should be tucked in at all times.
Jewellery: 
· Jewellery should not be worn or brought into school. If girls have pierced ears, one pair of discreet studs may be worn.  Earrings must be removed for PE lessons for health and safety reasons. If your child is unable to remove the earrings themselves, they should not come to school with them in on PE days.
Hairstyles:
· Hair should be one natural colour, no hair dye
· The style should be appropriate for school, hair should not obstruct pupil’s vision
· Pupils with long hair must have it tied back
· Hair bows, headbands and head scarfs must be either navy blue or black.
· Tramlines, patterns and sculpting is not allowed.
Pupils must not wear:
· Hoodies, sportswear or sweatshirts, leather or denim clothing.
· Any kind of boots (wellingtons are allowed in wet weather/snow but must be changed when inside the school buildings)
· Trainers are NOT allowed to be worn at any time
· Makeup and nail varnish should NOT be worn to school.
· Badges are not permitted with the exception of those provided by school and Poppies sold for Remembrance Day. 

Non-compliance with the uniform and appearance policy:
· Parents of pupils, who do not wear the correct uniform, will be contacted to ensure this is resolved. 
· Pupils who wear makeup/nail varnish or excess jewellery will be required to remove these. Items of jewellery will be confiscated by the teacher to be collected by the parent.



Appendix 1 - Correct School Uniform
Date
To the Family of ……………………………………………………………………………….Class………………………………………..
It has come to notice that your child has not been wearing the correct school uniform as stipulated by the Governing Body of Riverside Primary School.
The incorrect item of clothing worn today was: 
	



The correct item of clothing is:
	



We do appreciate that this is probably an oversight on your part and would be grateful if you could ensure that the correct uniform is worn at all times.
We ask all parents who send their children to our school to support the school uniform policy. We believe that parents have a duty to send their children to school correctly dressed and ready for their daily schoolwork. One of the responsibilities of parents is to ensure that their child has the correct uniform, and that it is clean and in good condition.
The Governors, parents and staff of Riverside Primary School are very proud of the uniform work by the children and your continued support and full co-operation in this matter is very much appreciated.
Yours Sincerely
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Sarah Kinnaird
Headteacher
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