
 

 

 
 

 

 

Subject: Art & Design   

Curriculum Intent 

In the journey through art and design, students are inspired to approach their learning with 

appreciation and curiosity, an open mind and a sense of play.   

As young artists, our students are provided with a platform to explore, express, reflect, invent and 

communicate ideas and feelings in an environment that nurtures critical thinking and celebrates 

individuality. Students become independent enquirers through engaging in challenges where they 

learn to take creative risks and solve problems. With a deeper contextual and cultural 

understanding of art, craft and design, students are led through a creative journey in making 

meaningful works of art.    

Our rich essential wider curriculum is fundamental in providing students with valuable experiences 

of interaction and collaboration with artists, photographers and craftspeople. Through their school 

life we ensure students gain exposure to the wealth of arts and culture that London has to offer, 

enriching the cultural capital of our students. Riverside student arts council are exemplary in driving 

student leadership. The annual Riverside arts week is a result of whole school participation and a 

celebration of the arts including the collective work of our art club.   

The art and design curriculum empowers a sense of self in all students to be confident in the visual 

literacy that is so critical to succeed in a contemporary, global society.     

Year 7 Topics 

•      Autumn Term 1 – Tone through still life compositions – Geometric shapes, 3-Dimensional 

forms 

•      Autumn Term 2 – Nature – Bugs: Mark-making, sgraffito and watercolour 

•      Spring Term 1 – Nature – Shells: Temi Danso inspired shell drawings/Claes Oldenburg inspired 

3-dimensional Ceramic shells.  

•      Spring Term 2 – Nature – Shells: Patterns and printmaking 

•      Summer Term 1 – Nature – Outdoors: Observational natural form drawings on collaged 

backgrounds. 

•      Summer Term 2 – Nature – Outdoors En plein air: Richard Mayhew and J. M. W. Turner abstract 

landscapes  
 

 

 Year 8 Topics 

•      Autumn Term 1 – Baker's confectionary: Wayne Thiebaud inspired cake studies 

•      Autumn Term 2 – Baker's confectionery: Claes Oldenburg POP ART 3D cake sculptures 

•      Spring Term 1 – Produce: 2D mixed media fruits and veg 

•      Spring Term 2 – Produce: Georgina Luck food illustrations and collage 

•      Summer Term 1 – Still life: Linda Apple acrylic paintings 

•      Summer Term 2 – Still life: Composition through history 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Year 9 Topics 

•      Autumn Term 1 – Portraiture: Barbara Walker portrait studies, drawing Facial Features, self-

portrait drawing 

•      Autumn Term 2 – Portraiture: Kehinde Wiley inspired painted self-portrait  

•      Spring Term 1- : Sculpture; Henry Moore/Barbara Hepworth inspired charcoal study and 3-

dimensional ceramic abstract form 

•      Spring Term 2 – Responding to conflict: Performative art – inspired by Guernica by Pablo 

Picasso, collaborative prop making and photo shoot 

•      Summer Term 1– Fragments: Mini project, developing ideas through visual and written 

recordings.  

•      Summer Term 2 – Fragments: Mini project, refining work, through to a final outcome. 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 Topics 

•      Autumn Term 1 – Portraiture - drawings and studies inspired by Claudette Johnson 

•      Autumn Term 2 – Portraits – A3 Self-portrait graphite pencil and skin tone painting 

•      Spring Term 1 – Identity: personal Investigation (60%) component 1 – independent project- 
Developing ideas through investigations informed by contextual and other sources linked to the theme 

•      Spring Term 2 – Identity: personal Investigation (60%) component 1 – independent project- 
Developing ideas that have been informed by contextual and other sources. Exploring composition, 

Recording Ideas, observations and insights, Experimenting with media, techniques & processes 

•      Summer Term 1 – Identity: personal Investigation (60%) component 1 – independent project- 
Refining ideas, use of media, processes & techniques. Evaluating work in progress and selecting aspects for 

further development to review and refine. 

•      Summer Term 2 – Identity: personal Investigation (60%) component 1 – independent project- 
Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of visual 

language 
 

Year 11 Topic 

•      Autumn Term 1 – Personal Portfolio: Identity project 

•      Autumn Term 2 – Personal Portfolio: Identity project final piece -  

•      Spring Term 1 – Externally Set Assignment – Component 2 

•      Spring Term 2 – Externally Set Assignment – Component 2 

 

Year 12  

•      Autumn Term – Introduction to A level: Art history, concepts and context 

•      Autumn Term – My surroundings: Teacher led mini project and gallery trips 

•      Spring Term – Introduction to the Personal investigation  

•      Spring Term – Personal Investigation research  

•      Summer Term – Development of Personal Investigation  

•      Summer Term – Writing the Personal Study  

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Year 13  

•      Autumn Term 1 – Developing work for Personal Investigation   

•      Autumn Term 2 – Making Final Piece for Personal Investigation  

•      Spring Term 1 - Making Final Piece for Personal Investigation 

•      Spring Term 2 – Externally Set Assignment  

•      Summer Term 1- Externally Set Assignment 

  

GCSE Specification Details and Assessment: 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Art%20and%20Design/2015/specificat

ion-and-sample-assessment-materials/GCE-A-level-Art-and-Design-specification-Issue-4.pdf 

 

A Level Specification Details and Assessment: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Art%20and%20Design/2015/specificat

ion-and-sample-assessment-materials/GCE-A-level-Art-and-Design-specification-Issue-4.pdf 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Art%20and%20Design/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/GCE-A-level-Art-and-Design-specification-Issue-4.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Art%20and%20Design/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/GCE-A-level-Art-and-Design-specification-Issue-4.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Art%20and%20Design/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/GCE-A-level-Art-and-Design-specification-Issue-4.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Art%20and%20Design/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/GCE-A-level-Art-and-Design-specification-Issue-4.pdf

