Task 1

p

rrom The Pudding Like a Night on the Sea

The pudding looked softer and lighter than air.

‘Done!’ he said. He washed all the pots, splashing water on
the floor, and wiped the counter so fast his hair made circles
around his head.

‘Perfect!’ he said. ‘Now I’'m going to take a nap. If something
important happens, bother me. If nothing important happens,
don’t bother me. And - the pudding is for your mother. Leave
the pudding alone!’

He went to the living room and was asleep in a minute, sitting
straight up in his chair.

Huey and | guarded the pudding.

‘Oh, it's a wonderful pudding,” Huey said.
‘With waves on the top like the ocean,’ | said.
‘l wonder how it tastes,” Huey said.

‘Leave the pudding alone,’ | said.

‘If I just put my finger in — there — I'll know how it tastes,’
Huey said.

And he did it.
‘You did it!" | said. ‘How does it taste?’

‘It tastes like a whole raft of lemons,’ he said. ‘It tastes like a
night on the sea.’

‘You’ve made a hole in the pudding! | said. ‘But since you
did it, 'L have a taste.” And it tasted like a whole night of
lemons. It tasted like floating at sea.

‘It's such a big pudding,” Huey said. ‘It can’t hurt to have a
little more.’

\

‘Since you took more, I'll have more,’ | said.

‘That was a bigger lick than | took!” Huey said. ‘I'm going to
have more again.’

‘Whoops!’ | said.

‘You put in your whole hand!” Huey said. ‘Look at the
pudding you spilled on the floor!

‘I am going to clean it up,’ | said. And | took the rag from the
sink.

‘That’s not really clean,” Huey said.
‘It’s the best | can do,’ | said.
‘Look at the pudding!’ Huey said.

It looked like craters on the moon. ‘We have to smooth this
over,’ | said. ‘So it looks the way it did before! Let’'s get
spoons.’

And we evened the top of the pudding with spoons, and
while we evened it, we ate some more.

‘There isn’t much left,’ | said.
‘We were supposed to leave the pudding alone,” Huey said.

‘We’d better get away from here,’ | said. We ran into our
bedroom and crawled under the bed. After a long time we
heard my father’s voice.

‘Come into the kitchen, dear,” he said. ‘I have something for
you.’
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Task 1
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Read the text, then answer the questions.

1.

What do the two children think of the pudding? Find two things they say
which show this.

Why were the children told to leave the pudding alone?

Who made the pudding? Say how you know.

The children ‘guarded’ the pudding. Why does the author say this?

Why do you think the narrator tasted the pudding?

Why did the pudding end up looking like ‘craters on the moon’?

How do you think the children felt after they tried to smooth over the
pudding? Say why you think this.

How do you think the father will react when he sees the pudding at the
end? Say why you think this.
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