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We believe it is important that we project a positive image of our school to the local community by assuring the community that the education at this school is worthwhile.

We wish to encourage pupils to make a contribution to the local community in a variety of ways such as taking part in local clubs or societies.

We wish to work closely with the School Council and to hear their views and opinions as we acknowledge and support Article 12 of the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child that children should be encouraged to form and to express their views.

Aims

· To project a positive image of the school in the local community by forging and maintaining strong community links.
· To work with other schools in order to share good practice in order to improve this policy.

Procedure

Role of the Governing Body

The Governing Body has:

· appointed a member of staff to be responsible for Community Links;

· delegated powers and responsibilities to the Headteacher to ensure all school personnel and visitors to the school are aware of and comply with this policy;

· responsibility for ensuring funding is in place to support this policy;

· responsibility for ensuring policies are made available to parents;

· nominated a link governor to visit the school regularly, to liaise with the coordinator and to report back to the Governing Body;

· responsibility for the effective implementation, monitoring and evaluation of this policy

Role of the Headteacher

The Headteacher will:

· ensure all school personnel, pupils and parents are aware of and comply with this policy;

· monitor the effectiveness of this policy;

· annually report to the Governing Body on the success and development of this policy

Role of the Coordinator

The coordinator will:

· lead the development of this policy throughout the school and the local community;

· work closely with the Headteacher and the nominated governor;

· encourage members of the local community into school to take part in:

· assemblies
· working alongside pupils

· providing talks to the pupils

· school clubs and after school activities

·   organise a plan for community links

· provide guidance and support to all staff;

· provide training for all staff on induction and when the need arises;

· keep up to date with new developments and resources;

· review and monitor;

· annually report to the Governing Body on the success and development of this policy

Plan for Community Links

The coordinator will organise an annual plan in order to further develop community links by:
· issuing monthly newsletters to keep parents, pupils, governors and the local community informed of the activities taking place within the school and the local community;
· informing the local press of all school and local community activities;
· inviting parents and friends of the school are invited to a variety of school events such as the Christmas Fayre, Christingle, Summer Gala etc;
· organising a sports programme with local schools;

· organising pupil visits to residential homes for senior citizens;

· organising pupil visits to local places of worship;
· inviting local groups to use the facilities of the school;

· organising visits from local speakers such as the Police, Health Authority, Road Safety, St John’s Ambulance, Oxfam etc. who will reinforce a class topic;
· organising visits to local farms, factories and businesses;
· encouraging local residents to take part in the 'School Watch' scheme
Role of the Nominated Governor

The Nominated Governor will:

· work closely with the Headteacher and the coordinator;

· ensure this policy and other linked policies are up to date;

· ensure that everyone connected with the school is aware of this policy;

· report to the Governing Body every term; 

· annually report to the Governing Body on the success and development of this policy;
Role of School Personnel

School personnel will encourage pupils:

·  to comply with all aspects of this policy;

·  to take part in local groups and societies;

· to organise their own community projects

Role of Pupils

Pupils will be aware of and comply with this policy.

Role of the School Council

The School Council will be involved in:

· determining this policy with the Governing Body;

· discussing improvements to this policy during the school year;

· reviewing the effectiveness of this policy with the Governing Body

Role of Parents/Carers

Parents/carers will be aware of and will be encouraged to contribute to this policy.

Raising Awareness of this Policy

We will raise awareness of this policy via:

· the School Handbook/Prospectus

· the school website

· the Staff Handbook

· meetings with parents such as introductory, transition, parent-teacher consultations and periodic curriculum workshops

· school events

· meetings with school personnel

· communications with home such as newsletters and of end of half term newsletters

· Headteacher reports to the Governing Body

· information displays in the main school entrance

Monitoring the Effectiveness of the Policy

Annually (or when the need arises) the effectiveness of this policy will be reviewed by the coordinator, the Headteacher and the nominated governor and the necessary recommendations for improvement will be made to the Governors.
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