
How to support your 

child with their spellings
November 2018



Why is learning spellings so important?

 If you were to ask children to name their most 

hated subject, a lot of them would say 

spelling. Many children struggle with spelling 

words and the repetition of writing the words 

over and over doesn’t seem to help. This leads 

many children to become frustrated and to 

giving up.



“Can’t we just use spell checkers?”

 The importance of spelling has been questioned in 

recent years, as word processing programs are 

equipped with spell checkers, and some educational 

reformists have suggested that focusing on spelling 

holds back the creative processes of writing and 

that students will naturally develop spelling skills 

through reading. Reading Specialist Susan Jones, 

M.Ed., has researched how spelling improves 

reading and writing fluency and how it improves 

vocabulary and comprehension. 



Aoccdrnig to rscheearch by the Lngiusiitc
Dptanmeret at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it 
deosn’t mttaer in waht oredr the ltteers in a 
wrod are, the olny iprmoetnt tihng is taht the 
frist and lsat ltteer be at the rghit pclae. The 
rset can be a total mses and you can sitll raed
it wouthit porbelm. Tihs is bcuseae the 
huamn mnid deos not raed ervey lteter by 
istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe.
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It’s a myth. It is fluent readers who 

can figure out this highly predictable 

text – and the path to fluent reading 

includes a firm foundation in the 

sounds represented by letters and 

their spelling.



Spelling Helps Reading

Learning to spell helps to cement the 

connection between the letters and 

their sounds, and learning high-

frequency “sight words” to mastery 

level improves both reading and 

writing.



It is better to learn spellings in 

short, regular sessions.

The children need to be able to 

spell these words and apply them to 

their writing.  It is no good if they 

only remember them for the test.



Strategies which you could try:























Year 1 also 

look at:

Numbers

Days of the 

week

Months of 

the year






