
Head of College’s Message 
 

Dear Parents and families, 
 
These last few weeks of the year have been incredibly busy as we start 
to close down on 2018/19 and prepare for the coming year. While the 
building works continue at a pace, we have had a huge number of 
events going on featuring our fantastic students. From the end of 
school celebrations of the Year 11s to the transition days for our             
in-coming Year 6s, with school performances and Award evenings in 
between, we have had the opportunity to celebrate the successes and 
achievements of our students.   
 
Behind all these events are the people who make them happen: our 
committed staff. They have worked so hard this year: passionately and 
with dedication. It has been a challenging year as we have managed 
the school alongside building works that have disrupted our day-to-
day activities. However, through all of this, our team have striven to 
ensure that our students continue to thrive and progress. I, alongside 
the Trustees, would like to thank them and wish them a well-deserved 
break. At the same time, I would like to wish those teachers who are 
leaving us this year -- Mr Mann, Mrs Culen, Mrs Ball and Mr Meltz -- 
the very best of luck in their future endeavours. I would also like to 
thank Mrs Comerford for all the support she has given the students 
this year as a long-term supply.  
 
Year 11s have completed their studies at Rye College. I would like to 
take this opportunity to acknowledge how well they have managed 
and coped with the stresses of the examinations. Our invigilators were 
especially complimentary, describing how this particular year was the 
most focused and well-behaved they had seen. It was especially              
pleasing for me to know that their hard-work and attitudes will be 
rewarded in August. While we wait for the examination results, we 
were able to view some of the fruits of their labours during the Arts’ 
moderation day. Our entire training room was filled with some ninety 
pieces of coursework from students taking Fine Arts and Photography. 
I always love to see the creative expression of our students and marvel 
at their talent. I am also humbled by our Arts Faculty who, under the 
leadership of Miss Loveless, inspire such profoundly moving work from 
our students.  
 
This term has offered a myriad of opportunities for our students to 
explore career pathways. Mrs. Starkey has offered several Careers and 
Employment events that develop our children’s knowledge and               
understanding of the possibilities that lie beyond the school. Year 10 
spent a whole morning focusing on progression. This included a            
careers fair and employability workshops. Year 7 and 9 enjoyed               
sessions with the Compact Plus Programme, run by the University of 
Brighton, and the Creative Café. Year 8 worked with My Future Starts 
Here to develop their enterprise skills. It was lovely to watch the             
students talk to and be inspired by our local professionals, from           
firefighters to architects and barristers. These events are fundamental 
in informing our students’ decisions around what they want to do next 
and how they will get there.  
 
Among our visits, Mrs. Chillingworth took students to watch ‘A           
Midsummer Night’s Dream’ by William Shakespeare at the Globe              
Theatre. Described by one of our students as the ‘best trip ever’!          
Similarly, Year 10 students carried out their Geography fieldwork at 
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Birling Gap, while a group of students visited The Brighton and Hove 
Albion Amex stadium. Throughout these visits, the behaviour and    
attitude of our students has been exemplary.  
 
During the term, we have been host to both Year 5 and 6 students and 
families visiting Rye College as part of our transition activities or Open 
mornings. Mr. Harrison and his team have worked tirelessly to              
showcase the College to prospective families and ensure that the   
transition from primary school to Rye College is as smooth and exciting 
as possible. Events such as the Junk Orchestra days, where students 
have created music using recycled materials such as bike wheels and 
hose pipes, and the STEM activity days have given the children of our 
community opportunities to be excited and engaged with themes such 
as environment and Science. I have been very proud to watch our  
current student ambassadors maturely and enthusiastically support 
these events. So many of our students have acted as beacons of what 
the College is all about, escorting families around the school or            
working with younger children during the event days. The testament 
to their work could be seen on the delighted and excited faces of        
future Rye College students.  
 
The year has culminated in the Awards Evening where the                 
achievements, successes and positive attitudes of Rye SMART College 
students were celebrated. Events like these remind me and my team, 
if we need reminding, how remarkable our students are and what an 
honour it is to work with them. The evening, hosted by Mrs. Starkey, 
marked the handing over of the baton from the outgoing Student 
Leadership team to the in-coming team. Firstly, I would like to thank 
outgoing team, led by Emmie-Lou and George, for all the work that 
they have completed over the year. They have acted as exemplary 
representatives of the College at high profile events both at the school 
and in the community. Secondly, I would like to congratulate Matilda 
and Jake on their appointment to lead the new Student Leadership 
team and I look forward to working with them over the coming year. 
The team will support the staff in building on the successes of this year 
and drive us forward to become the great school we truly are.  
 
Finally, I would like to thank all of you for your support of the College 
and of your children’s education over the last year. With your              
partnership, we have made incredible progress and we are committed 
to working with you now and in the future to secure our ambitious but 
achievable mission to be the great school Rye deserves.  
 
All that remains is for me to wish you all a fantastic summer. While we 
have made clear to our Year 10 students that there is work to be done 
over the break, we must all recharge and rest so that we are ready for 
the hard work that faces us in September!  

 
- Mr D Downes, Head of College 

First Day of Term Arrangements 
Thursday 5th September 2019 

When we return on Thursday 5th September, we will begin on a 
Week 2, so that we can start the two-week timetable in 

earnest on Monday 9th September. 
 

Click here for a complete timetable 
of the first day back arrangements 

https://ryecollege.co.uk/files/documents/First_day_back_arrangements.pdf
https://ryecollege.co.uk/files/documents/First_day_back_arrangements.pdf


A Round Up of the Year 2018/19 
 

Drawing to the close of the academic year, we can reflect on 
the highlights of a busy and productive year: 
 

Term 1 
A warm welcome to our new Year 7 
intake from over 20 primary feeder 
schools. A fresh start to the year with 
our English rooms relocated to the 
bright and airy Studio block, a              

refurbished and extended canteen and building works well 
underway in other areas of the site.  
 
Term 2 
Farewell to Rye Academy Trust as 
both Rye College and Rye Community 
Primary School move to the Aquinas 
Trust. The Humanities classrooms are 
up and running in their new home.  
 
Term 3 
Maths teachers take possession of their newly                          
refurbished upstairs classrooms. 

 
Term 4 
The ageing student toilets are taken 
out of commission for an extensive 
reworking and students have access 
to the newly renovated toilets in the 
Humanities block.  

 
Term 5 
The first of our exams take place in 
Art, Textiles and Photography. Rye 
College sees a move to a new logo 
giving a modern twist on the historic 
Rye Town seal incorporating fresh 
colours picked up throughout the 
school buildings.  
 

Term 6 
Our newly refurbished hall 
comes on line just in time 
for a highly successful           
exam season with model 
behaviour all round. We 
bid a fond farewell to our 
outgoing Year 11s and wish 
them well on their future 

paths. Exciting times as we see our new intake for                      
September participate in three taster days and our Summer 
Concert showcases the combined talents of the music,              
drama and dance departments. Notable achievements by 
individual students are acknowledged during our Annual 
Awards Evening.  
 
Summer Break 2019 
Work will continue on the reception area over the Summer 
break to ensure the fresh, new entrance to Rye College will 
be ready for September! 

Student Uniform 
 

A reminder of the Rye College uniform: 
 
 Rye College blazer - Must be worn at all 
times. In warm weather, students are             
permitted to remove their blazer. 

 Plain black footwear - No white or coloured marks, signs 
or stripes, no coloured laces, no boots, no heels.  

 Plain black smart office type trousers - No denim, no 
cords, no tracksuit bottoms, no leggings/legging style 
(stretchy material).  

 Plain black knee length office type skirt - To be worn 
with black opaque tights or black knee-high socks.   

 White shirt and College tie 
 Rye College jumper ONLY - No hoodies or other jumpers 

may be worn.  
 Jewellery - For health and safety, no items of jewellery 

(including necklaces, rings, bracelets etc.) are allowed 
except a watch and a discrete stud/retainer in each ear. 
Other piercings are not permitted, students will be asked 
to remove them.  

 PE / Dance Kit - Red 1/4 zip jumper, Red sports training            
t-shirt, Plain black jogging bottoms/shorts, Red socks, 
Trainers (bare feet for Dance).  

 
Students, who are not in correct uniform, in the first instance 
will receive a letter to take home. Students, who continue to 
wear incorrect uniform, will either receive a detention or solo 
study until it is rectified. 
 
For a full uniform and equipment list, including where to 
buy, please visit: ryecollege.co.uk/students/uniform 

Student Equipment 
 

A reminder of the basic equipment students need to bring to 
Rye College every day: 
 
 2 working black, red and blue pens 
 1 HB pencil 
 1 ruler (at least 15cm long) 
 1 eraser 

 1 scientific calculator (can be purchased through Rye College) 
 1 geometry set 
 reading book 

 
Mobile phones - are not allowed on site: 
They must be switched off. If you need to contact 
your child during the day, please call us on 01797 
222545 or email office@ryecollege.co.uk. If it is 
an emergency or a private or sensitive matter, we 
can arrange for your child/children to come out 
of lessons to speak to you. 
 
Earphones/Ear buds/Air pods - are not allowed 
on site: 
We would like students to enjoy spending time 
with their friends, actively involved in games or 
reading for pleasure for example. 

ryecollege.co.uk/students/uniform
mailto:office@ryecollege.co.uk


Year 11 Students 
Star in Sinbad The 
Sailor 
 

Two of our Year 11 students 
starred in Sinbad The Sailor 
which sailed into Rye in           
January 2019 at the Rye 
Community Centre in             
Conduit Hill. Poppy and 

Hector played lead roles as Sinbad and Sillibillybad               
respectively in The Rye Players production. 

Non-uniform Day for 
St Michael’s Hospice 
 

A huge thank you to everyone 
who donated on our non-
uniform day at the end of term 
3. We raised a total 
of £507.11 which was donated 

to St Michael's Hospice. 

Football Team Featuring 
Rye College Student 
Reaches National Final 
 

A talented team containing players 
from across the locality, including Rye 
College Year 8 student Liam (pictured 
left), reached the final of a national 
competition. 
 
The South East Sussex district made it 
to the final of the English Schools’ FA 
Boys’ Under 13 PlayStation Inter                

Association Trophy, which was played at the home of Stoke 
City FC on Friday May 10, which the boys unfortunately lost 
2-1. 
 
It’s the first time that South East Sussex have ever reached a 
national final. South East Sussex got to the final on the back 
of a splendid semi-final victory at home to a strong Croydon 
side, winning 3-2 after extra-time. 

Premier League 
Enterprise  
Programme 
 

Mrs Starkey and Mr Seaton 
took a small group of year 
9 students to visit the 
home of Brighton and 

Hove Albion; the AMEX stadium in January 2019. This was to 
attend the launch of the Premier League Enterprise                   
Programme. The students had a fantastic day, which                      
included a behind the scenes tour and various enterprise 
activities and challenges with several other schools.  
 
The aim of this programme is for the students to develop 
valuable enterprise skills such as communication,                    
confidence, resilience and teamwork; all of which will           
support their learning inside and outside of school. The 
launch was followed up by 8 in-school workshops with             
Albion in the Community, and a celebration event back at 
the AMEX.  

Southern Schools 
Book Awards 
2019 
 

The annual Book Club trip 
to watch the ceremony for 
the Southern Schools Book 
Awards (SSBA) took place 

on Friday 25th January 2019 at Roedean School near               
Brighton. The five books shortlisted for the awards and their 
authors were present at the evening; 
 After The Fire - by Will Hill - Winner 
 Extinction Trials - by S M Wilson - Highly Commended 

 Farewell Tour of an Eternal Optimist - by John Young 
 Contagion - by Teri Terry 
 Satellite - by Nick Lake 
 
After listening to the authors speak about their books, Lisa 
Heathfield, author and last year's winner, presented the 
awards to Will Hill who won the first prize with After The 
Fire. Highly Commended was S M Wilson for her book The 
Extinction Trials. Students then used their free book token to 
buy books and have them signed by the authors. 

Rye International Jazz & 
Blues Festival Project 
 

Rye College have been working with 
the wonderful Nick Forman from Rye 
International Jazz and Blues Festival 
to organise a joint project for this 
year's festival. Nick managed to 

source 5 pianos which were painted by Year 9 students at 
Rye College. These pianos will then be dotted around Rye 
over the August Bank Holiday for any budding musicians to 
play their tunes to the public! Bournes very kindly delivered 
the pianos in May, and work began to get them ready for our 
students to give them a make-over! We are really excited 
about this collaboration. Keep on reading this newsletter for 
an update on the 'Famous Five'!  
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Music Students Enjoy Fukushima Youth 
Sinfonietta Trip 

 

On Monday 1st April, Year 
10 BTEC Music students 
attended the Southbank 

Centre in London to watch the Fukushima Youth Sinfonietta. 
The musical performance was truly inspiring and the                
students were able to experience a fantastic repertoire              
including: 
 Beethoven: Overture, Coriolan 
 Borne: Fantaisie brillante on themes from Bizet's Carmen 

for flute & orchestra 
 Alexander Mackenzie: Overture, Britannia (A Nautical 

Overture), Op. 52 
 Tchaikovsky: Symphony No. 5 
 
Mr Harrison, trip leader for the event, would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all students for their impeccable                 
behaviour and were a credit to Rye College. 

Rye College Student 
Shines at ESF Football 
Festival 
 

Year 7 student Josh and his 
Pass+Move football team took part in 
the annual ESF football festival in 
Bognor over the bank holiday               
weekend back in May. 
 
ESF is the the biggest youth football 
festival in the UK with over 1,200 
teams and 40,000 people                        
participating! 
 
Josh and his team were up against 
some fierce opposition from teams all 

over the UK and were absolutely delighted to be                    
awarded the Fair Play Cup (pictured next to Josh) for being 
the team with the best attitude, commitment and team            
spirit. 
 
A huge congratulations from everyone at Rye College goes to 
Josh and his team. Well done! 

Year 10 Medical  
Mavericks Trip 
 

On Wednesday 8th May, 14 year 
10 students attended a Mini Medics course at East Sussex 
College. Students learnt how medical equipment is used and 
explored the variety of jobs within the NHS. Their interest 
was quickly drawn to the infrared scanner, clearly showing 
the workings of valves in their blood. The ultrasound                 
machine where they could see there own bones and find out 
if there growth plate had fused and the retina scanner.  
 
The trip was enjoyed by all and opened many eyes to the 
skills and qualifications within students reach. 
 
Activities students took part in: Use the ultrasound machine 
to see inside their body, see inside their eye with an iPhone 
retina scan, record and print an ECG from their heart, hear 
their pulse with a Doppler Probe!, try key hole surgery on a 
training device used by surgeons, use a real needle to take 
fake blood from a fake arm, experience different eye                 
diseases with the pathology goggles, test hearing and                  
reflexes, take basic medical observation such as blood              
pressure, oxygen sats and temp, suturing fake skin, recording 
respiratory rates, measuring size of blood vessels using the 
ultrasound and look at your capillaries in your finger through 
our Capillary Microscope. 

Students Pass London College of Music 
Exams with Top Results 

Three Rye College students took their exams with the              
London College of Music in the last week of June. 
 
Sarah-Jayne (Yr10), Ella (Yr10) and Kyla (Yr8), pictured above, 
have been studying singing with tutor Sherri-Ann, also              
pictured above, and Symphony School of Music and Theatre, 
our resident music school which works alongside our music 
department. Their hard work and talent has paid off with all 
three students gaining top results in their exams! Well 
done!! 

 
Symphony provides tuition to Rye 
College students during the school 
day. Tutoring in Singing, Drums, 
Guitar, Piano, Violin and Choir. To 
find out more about Symphony 
and to sign up, please click here.  
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Talented Athletes          
Impress at Town Sports 
 

On Friday 21st June the PE               
Department took 51 students to 
William Parker for the Town Sports 
event. This is the annual athletics 
competition for the 9 schools in 
the Hastings & Rother School 
Games Partnership. 
 
The sun was shining, and the             
students were fantastic! They 
were determined, sporting,              
supportive of each other and              

immaculately behaved - a real credit to our school and            
winning a total of 13 medals in the process! 
 
As well as a huge team effort to 
earn points for the school, we had 
13 medal winners who put in 
some amazing performances to 
receive medals. Those achieving 
Gold and Silver medals also          
received invitations to the Sussex 
Schools Athletics Championships 
in Crawley next year. 
 
Medal winners: 
Yr. 7 

 Pearl - Triple Jump Gold & 
100m Bronze 

 Ruby - 200m Gold 

 Josh - 1500m Silver 
 
Yr. 8 
 George - Triple Jump Gold & Long Jump Bronze 

 Martha - Javelin Gold 
 Lily - High Jump Silver 
 Ben - High Jump Silver 
 
Yr. 9 
 Will - Javelin Silver & Discus Bronze 
 Emma - Shot Putt Silver 
 
Yr. 10 

 Reuben - Shot Putt Silver 

Year 7 & 8 Visit 
Careers Creative 
Cafe 
 

On Friday 12th July a selection of Year 7 and 8 students visit-
ed a careers Creative Café. 

 
The Creative Café is a 
lively half day careers 
event for Year 7 & 
8 students. 
 
Students in the first 
half meet a number of 
professionals includ-
ing a judge, Sussex 
Police, East Sussex 

Fire & Rescue and East Sussex NHS Trust amongst others for 
a series of Q&A sessions, they then heard from all                        
professionals before deciding on two of them to spend a  
further two half hour slots with doing a practical challenge. 
 
The aim was to            
provide students 
with meaningful 
encounters with 
professionals from 
across a range of 
sectors, building 
confidence, commu-
nication and better 
awareness about 
the future careers.   

Students Work to Feature in Rye Art  
Gallery 

The Summer exhibition will feature a selection of work from 
the Fine Art and Photography courses and will be presented 
in Gallery 4 alongside the other exhibitions showing this 
Summer. 
 
This is a real privilege and an honour for us to have our          
fantastic students work shown alongside artwork from             
recognised and working artists, in a formal gallery space! 
 
Please take the time to go and have a look - the work is up 
from 3rd August to 1st September 2019. 
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