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Executive Headteacher’s Message
Dear Parents and families,
As we approach the holiday season, the
New Year allows us to reflect on what has
been an eventful autumn term. Anyone
passing the college in recent months will
have had sight of the scaffold, skips and
tradesmen on or around the building as our
programme of essential works continues.
Moreover, a significant step was taken on 1st November when
both college and primary formally joined Aquinas – an
established trust of eleven schools across two local authorities.
Alongside our investment in the building comes a greater
investment in the children, young people and adults who attend
on a daily basis. There is a genuine focus on learning and the
leadership of learning that typifies the trust’s approach to
schooling – we strive to ensure every learner succeeds and
realises their full potential regardless of background or start
point.
At this time of the year, it seems appropriate to renew our
partnership with our local community – we are committed to
maintaining each school’s individual identity – so we become
good ‘local’ schools and the first choice for Rye’s families. We
wish everyone connected with us a very peaceful, restful and
loving Christmas. We look forward to seeing you all in the New
Year, refreshed and revitalised – ready for an exciting year
ahead!
Mr B Blakelock
Executive Headteacher
Rye College & Rye Community Primary School

Term 3 - Dates for the Diary
Date

Event

07/01/19

Staff Training - College closed

08/01/19

First day of Term 3 - All Students

w/c 14/01/19 Year 8 Geography Dungeness Trips
17/01/19

Year 8 Parents Evening

24/01/19

Year 9 Choices Evening

06/02/19

Year 11 Art & Photography Trip

07/02/19

Year 9 Parents Evening

13/02/19

Parent Forum

15/02/19

Last day of Term 3
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Supporting the Rye Foodbank
The Student Leadership
Team wanted to support our
local
food
bank
this
Christmas, as they recognised that this can be a
difficult year for some
families. The students lead
assemblies for each year
group to introduce their
idea, and the response was
overwhelming. Each form
was asked to donate items
from a list that included day
to day items, as well as more
Christmassy items such a
crackers, mince pies and Christmas puddings. In total the
students managed to provide over 20 boxes of goodies! Chris
Emson from the Rye Foodbank came to collect our boxes on
Monday, and is looking forward to distributing them to those
in need. We are very proud of our students for leading on
this initiative, and would like to thank all of our families for
their generous donations.

Rye Travelling Crib
Rye
Travelling
Crib
was
gratefully received by Head
Students at Rye College from
Head Pupils at Rye Community
Primary School on Wednesday
12th December. The Travelling
Crib then spent the evening at Rye College before being
passed on to the next member of the Rye Community on
Thursday 13th December.

Year 7 Service of Dedication
On Thursday, 15th November our
Year 7’s became part of a long
tradition at Rye College by attending
a service of Dedication at St Mary’s
Church in Rye Town. The students
walked to the church and took part
in a service with a mix of music,
readings and singing along with
prayers led by Canon David Frost. It
was lovely to see all of the students
representing the college in the
community.

Year 10 Art & Photography
Year 10 Art & Photography students have been studying
image and identity by exploring how different artists express
personality and 'the self'
within their artwork.
The students have been
creating portraits in a
range of styles and
techniques to experiment with different
ways of expressing what
it means to be human.
The work they are
creating is absolutely
stunning!

Non-uniform day for
Dragonflies
You may remember our non-uniform day
on the last day of Term 6 back in July. The
funds raised from this day were
subsequently
donated
to
Dragonflies
Childhood
Bereavement project. Fellowship of St Nicholas (FSN), the
non-profit organisation who run the Dragonflies project,
have been in touch with us confirming they have received
our £309.31 donation. A massive thank you goes to everyone
who contributed.

We Will Remember Them
Head Boys and Girls
from Rye College and
Community Primary
School remember the
120 fallen from Rye in
The Great War with
attendance to the
Remembrance Service
and the laying of a
wreath at the War
Memorial on Sunday
11th November 2018. Regretfully, it was not the 'war to end
all wars' and many family names are still known to the
schools from this or other subsequent conflicts. "We Will
Remember Them."

The Kiffs Musical Success
Rye College music band, The
Kiffs, have recently experienced
a double reason to celebrate
after appearing on BBC shows
'Steve Lamacq Recommends'
and
'The
Dominic
King
Show'. Visit: www.bbc.co.uk/
sounds/play/p06pvyng to listen to their Dominic King Show
appearance. A massive well done from everyone at Rye College
and we wish you every success in the music industry in the future!

KS3 Christmas Card
Competition
Key Stage 3 students have been
busy taking part in our
Christmas Card Competition
during their Art lessons this
term. The finalists, seen below,
were judged by Miss Loveless,
Head of Art. Mr Blakelock,
Executive Headteacher, then
chose the overall winner which
can now be revealed as Jean's
(Yr.8) design - capturing the essence of Rye perfectly with a
sketch of the Landgate along with other intricate drawings
complimenting this. Jean's design will now be used as Rye
College's official Christmas card that will be sent to all of our
stakeholders, including parents and students.

Children in
Need 2018
A massive thank you
to everyone who
donated on our
Children in Need 2018 Non-uniform day on Friday 16th
November. The money has been counted and we can
confirm that we raised a total of £476.49 which will now be
donated to Children in Need!

Poppy Appeal
Competition Winner
A huge congratulations goes to Amie
in Year 7 who has won a competition
run by The Royal British Legion. The
competition involved four schools and
students were asked to design a badge for Remembrance
Sunday. Amie attended the winners ceremony in the
holidays and on Tuesday 6th November she appeared at her
local Sainsbury's who are selling them to raise money. Amie's
design won over the entire. Amie's winning design (above)
included purple poppies (changed from the traditional red)
to represent all of the animals who died alongside soldiers
during the war. Also pictured on the badge is a little girl
standing beside a soldier. Well done to Amie from everyone
at Rye College!

Restart a Heart Day
Tuesday 16th October was 'Restart a Heart' day.
Year 9 students were lucky to be joined by a
Paramedic and a Rother Responder to receive
CPR training. Each class spent an hour in the hall
learning resuscitation techniques on mannequins, and how
to use defibrillators. The students really enjoyed this experience, and will all receive certificates for their qualification.
We hope that we can roll this invaluable training out across
other year groups during the course of the academic year.

Year 7 Bedgebury Pinetum Trip
Geography subject leader
Mrs Willett led two separate
cohorts of Year 7 students to
Bedgebury on Monday 24th
and Tuesday 25th of September. The visit supported
students' current work on
map skills and ecosystems. The trip included an orienteering challenge around the
pinetum and a shelter building challenge in which students
had to construct a sturdy weather proof shelter out of
natural materials found in the forest. A series of 10 minute
challenges also tested the students in both brain and body
with communication and leadership skills being the key to
success. Overall, both days were a success and students are
congratulated on their good work and behaviour.

Uniform
The vast majority of our
students arrived for the start
of the new academic year
looking smart and well prepared for learning in September. If you have any queries
about what items are required for the school uniform please
consult our website page www.ryecollege.co.uk/students/
uniform that provides full details of the college dress code.

A Message to Year 11s
Well done to those students who have completed and sent
their college application forms. Please be reminded that
applications should be completed by mid January. If you
have any difficulty logging on, or have any questions, please
email Mrs Starkey on: donna.starkey@ryeacademytrust.org.

Useful Information for Year 11s
Following the assembly by Paula Sanders, our Enterprise
co-ordinator, please find below links to a template for
personal statements, top tips for a personal statement, and a
CV template. I hope you find these useful when completing
your college application forms and applying for part-time
jobs.
Click here for personal statement template.
Click here for top tips for a personal statement.
Click here for a CV template.

Year 7 Scientists Create 3D Models of
Cells
Year 7 students went
to great lengths to
design and create 3D
labelled models of
plant and animal cells
for their Science
homework. They used their imagination to turn 2D images
into 3D pieces of artwork. There were some extraordinary,
creative and edible examples made from cake, jelly and even
avocado! A great effort from Year 7!

Parent Communication and MyED
The college’s main form of communication with
parents is via the ‘My Ed’ app, this uses parent’s
e-mail and mobile phone numbers to send
letters, news and information. To make sure
that you are kept fully informed, we ask that you
share your e-mail and mobile number with us
and advise us when any of your details change.

Enterprise Adviser
Programme
Rye College are lucky enough to
be part of the Enterprise Adviser programme. The aim of this
is for local businesses to be partnered with schools to
support their careers programme. Our adviser; Paula
Sanders works for Numerical Insights. A brief biography is
below. Paula attended our Year 10 Progression morning in
June, and is looking forward to working with us to improve
our employer engagement opportunities.
“Paula Sanders is the Enterprise
Network Adviser for Rye College,
she currently works for Numerical
Insights Ltd offering HR advice
and best practice guidance to
their wide range of clients. Paula
has
experience
delivering
CV
writing
courses
and
providing
careers advice to young people as well as advising
clients in her specialist area of recruitment. In
addition to this she is also a Lecturer at East
Sussex College (formerly Sussex Coast College) in
Hastings delivering the Foundation level CIPD
course for aspiring HR professionals.”

Click here to view Paula’s latest ‘Spotlight’ piece on Health
and Social Care.

