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A BUSY TERM 1
by Mr Downes, Head of College
I am delighted to welcome you to our second addition of Rye College's newsletter: one that
details the continuing return to normality here at the school. While CV19 remains a presence,
I am pleased to report that the numbers of cases in the school are reducing. I would like to
thank families for their support in keeping Covid out of school by being vigilant with checking
symptoms and using lateral flow tests.
We have had a very busy term and enjoyed a number of fantastic events that make us
appreciate the things that have been missed over the last two years. We have had visitors - our
local MP, Dr. Annabelle White from The Conquest Hospital, prospective Y6 families and local
Post 16 providers. We have had trips, including to Bedgebury and Rye Harbour. We have had
sports fixtures, including football matches against Hastings Academy. We have had a number
of careers events for Y7s and Y11s. Alongside our day-to-day learning, these events have
contributed to eventful and rich educational experiences for all of our students.
Next term will see the first round of Pre-Public Examinations for Y11s. We have been very impressed with their
mature and focused attitude so far, and we hope that they continue to use their remaining time with us to prepare
for success in their terminal examinations next summer. More information to follow on this.
As you can see, much is returning to normal in the school. However, we recognise that the pandemic has
highlighted the continuing importance of supporting our students and families around mental health and
well-being. Please take this opportunity to look at our website where there are dedicated pages providing
information on support for families. In addition, communication will follow from Mrs. Starkey and Mrs. Gall
outlining the many available resources that support students and families around mental health and well-being.
I hope you enjoy this newsletter and have a restful half term break.

CELEBRATING SUCCESS

Well done to all our students for working so hard this term.
We would like to share some of our awards recognising their hard work and our
Rye Smart values.We will be emailing certificates to all families whose children
have received the following awards;

The award categories of 100% Attendance,
No Detentions and 30+ Class Charts Points
are really important measures of a student's
progress, engagement and respect for
themselves and others.
We are delighted to be sending so many of
these certificates out this term and
congratulate all students on receiving them.

A very special mention to the following students
who have received all three awards this term:
Year 7
Melanie, Jaxon, Isla C, Isla H, Finlay, Ollie, Violet
Rose, Ava, Darcey and Archie
Year 8
Wilma, Elijah, Louis, Heidi, Amelia, Isabel, Jessica,
Humphrey, Riley, Cameron, Robin, Hally, Alisha,
Gemma and Jazz
Year 9
Josh, Joseph, Brandon and Albi
Year 10
Ella and Grace
Congratulations to you all
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OUR STUDENTS HAVE BEEN BUSY!

Sharing some of the clubs, activities, trips and events from this very busy term!
From careers speakers and events, musical demonstrations, art and photography competitions, sporting fixtures,
after school clubs ranging from table tennis, football, cricket, netball, dance and drama, to trips to Bedgebury and
Rye Harbour, brilliant home science projects and guests including MP Sally-Ann Hart and the Earthbeat e-bike tour
capturing the views and ideas of our students on a more sustainable future.
This term has been action-packed and we so happy to see our students fully engaged in school life.

STAY TUNED FOR TERM 2
We will update you in our start of
Term 2 newsletter on upcoming
events and activities. Don't forget
to follow our active social media
channels - Facebook, Instagram
and Twitter for regular updates.

SUPPORT SERVICES

Sharing some further information about a fantastic resource we have on site in school.
Place2Be are the UK's leading children's mental health charity providing in-school
support and expert training to help improve the emotional wellbeing of students, families
and school staff.
How Place2Be helps our Students
Rye College is so fortunate to have a a dedicated Place2Be mental health professional
offering counselling and support - examples of why a student may benefit from this
support include suffering with anxiety, struggling to focus, low self-esteem, mood
swings and family troubles.
Place2Talk is a popular service used by all year groups, operating on a Wednesday,
Thursday and Friday and can be booked with via email: place2be@ryecollege.co.uk or
via the Student Hub. Students can use this 15 minute confidential drop in service for
help with friendship issues and other worries. Students can book to see a counsellor on
their lunch or break time and attend on their own or in a group.
Place2Be also works with children and young people individually and in small groups,
offering regular time-tabled support working closely with parents and school staff.
Referrals for this support will be via the Student Hub team, so please get in contact if
you think one of your children would benefit from therapeutic support.
The school has a dedicated Place2Be room where students can meet with our counsellor
Inga and talk about the challenges they are experiencing. This helps them to engage
productively in their own learning and develop positive relationships.

5 MINUTES WITH.....

Getting to know our Rye College team. This term;
Mrs Donna Starkey - Key Stage 4 Director of Learning
Tell us about your role at Rye College?
As Learning Director KS4, I am responsible for the progress and
outcomes of KS4 students, including their transition to post-16 education
after their GCSEs. I also lead on the Life Education programme, Careers
programme, Tutor programme and Student Voice.
What's the best part of your job?
Supporting our students to develop their aspirations and watching them
succeed through resilience, hard work and determination. Developing
positive relationships with our students.
What key advice would you give to students?
Realise how important securing a grade 4+ in Maths and English are so
that you do not have to re-take post-16. Aim high and grab any
enrichment opportunity eg clubs, volunteering, work experience that
comes your way to broaden your life experience. It's never too early to
start thinking about your future and it's never too late to make positive
changes!
What was your favourite school subject?
Physical Education.
Describe yourself in 3 words?
Happy, sociable and talkative!
What's your favourite ever song?
Careless Whisper - George Michael.
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