APRIL—COVID-19
NEWSLETTER 2020
Dear Parents and Carers,
Where to start with this latest newsletter… I initially felt a little sad as my first thought was how different it was going to be without the
photos and information about all of the exciting things going on at school.
Then I remembered that actually some of that exciting learning was still going on- but from home. My spirits lifted! We could still celebrate
our children‟s achievements and share them with the school community via our newsletter! We have made this newsletter into a “bumper edition” as we had so much home learning to share”. Our office staff had a great idea- if our parents are also learning new skills during this time
and would like to share them with other parents in our next edition, please send in to the office- we may all learn something new!
Personally, these unusual times we are in have reminded me that I like to connect with people. I am really missing seeing the children every
day, the parents on the gate each morning and the face to face interactions with the staff. However, I too, am developing new ways of communicating and leading the staff- zoom and email will never compare to real life interaction but I am adamant that by staying at home, protecting the NHS, we will save lives. Social distancing is just that- distancing -we are still here - just at a distance and we must all play our
part by adhering to government guidance, sticking to the rules and advice and in doing so knowing that we are helping by protecting each
other; protecting our community for a time when we can be physically together again.
„School‟ feels very different at the moment- last week if you called the school you would have spoken to me on reception- as I said to so many
of you- it was lovely to hear your voices! In case any of you were wondering; I also finally worked out what all the buttons and switches do
and can now identify all of the different bells and tones for various gates! Our reception team really do a sterling job!
We are running with a “skeleton staff” for our children eligible for childcare and we are also hosting pupils from Rye College. It has been
lovely to watch the older students from Rye College setting a really good example for our younger pupils. All of the children we have had in
school have been a credit to their parents, themselves and us.
Our teachers are really enjoying receiving work from their classes and through this new technology I know they feel that they haven‟t lost
contact with their pupils. I understand the children are really enjoying interacting with each other too on class dojo and purple mash. Can I
urge you if you have not already joined- please do, these platforms are there so that we can support each other during these unprecedented
times. If you do not have access to these platforms please contact the school office and we can organise hard copies of work for you. Please
understand that where possible we would like you to look at the work posted on the class pages of the website first and only ask for hard
copies as a last resort. It is a huge administrative task to produce hard copies and with only the safe minimum amount of staff in school, it
would really help us if the hard copies were only being distributed to those families without any computer access.
The current climate has made me realise now, even more than ever, how important hard work “behind the scenes is”.
As humans we can often fall into the trap of wanting recognition or at least to be noticed for our hard work, but just because it can‟t be seen
doesn‟t mean it is not happening, not important, effective or essential. Most days I am currently working on policies (behind the scenes)
which will inform practice (public). I am organising rotas and ensuring work is being planned to go on the online platforms and websites; all
work behind the scenes, but without which, many things would not be available publically.
My wider SLT, teachers, TAs, MDSA‟s, office staff, FLO, support staff and site team are all still working behind the scenes to ensure the
best educational experiences for our pupils, now during this period and for their return to school. Again, I would publically like to thank them
for their care and dedication to our children and families.
As a society we are now more reliant and I hope even more grateful, for all of those workers behind the scenes that work so hard every day,
often without getting noticed or recognised regularly for their hard work. These key workers are looking after us when we are sick, protecting the vulnerable, stocking shelves and supplying us with essentials, delivering our mail, protecting our country. We salute them and I hope
we will continue to support our vital public services and key workers once we come out of this crisis, which we will! May we never forget to
thank the checkout staff, to thank the carer that looks in on our elderly neighbours, to thank the postmen and women and the waste collection team, the list goes on and so should our thankfulness. One of my favourite quotes is “in a world where you can be anything- be kind.”
Kindness is looking out for those whom perhaps no one else is looking out for, not holding grudges and helping those people in society that
have perhaps been forgotten. Let‟s use this time to be the unseen helpers, who just help because it is the right thing to do- not because we
want the recognition. All “helping” still needs to follow the social distancing and safe government guidelines- again adhering to these rules
and staying at home will protect the NHS and save lives. Help from home wherever possible! There are many acts of kindness that we can all
do from home- whilst practising safe social distancing- some as easy as just picking up the phone.
I have spoken to some of our parents who are volunteering through the community hub, what an amazing thing to do- telephoning the elderly
and the vulnerable to ensure they are ok. This is a vital service! Again we thank you!
Some of you will have already been receiving weekly phone calls from our school team; we hope you are finding this helpful. After Easter we
will try to reach out to more families in this way. If you haven‟t already received a call from us and you would like a call, please contact the
school office, where we can add you to our list. We do not want anyone to feel alone during this time. As I said to the children on our last
official day- “school is just on pause- like when you pause your favourite television programme- it is still there, it hasn‟t been stopped; it has
just paused”. We are still here for you, the school format we all know has been “paused” and we are finding new ways to support and connect
with you.
As always thank you for your support, please do stay happy, healthy and well.
With very best wishes,
Kelly Martin
Head of school.
Kelly Martin
Head of School
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My First PHEEW Weeks at Rye!
I’d like to introduce myself, I’m Alison Homewood the new
Family Liaison Officer for Rye Primary. It’s safe to say that
my timing for starting a new job hasn’t been perfect but it’s
certainly been interesting. After just a week of being in
school and trying to put names to all of those little faces I
find myself working from home during lock-down. I have
spent much of this time talking to many parents and family
members on the phone which have, without exception, been
so kind and welcoming at a time when we are all a little anxious. I already feel part of your wonderful school and I look
forward to getting to know everyone so much better when life
returns to normal. You will see me on the gate every morning
so please come and say hello.

Pugwash
Pugwash families have been ...
Going out for their daily walks,
Having lots of fun in the garden making a mud kitchen and water play,
Other activities that have been going on are baking, making salt dough and painting.

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year
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Reception

We are so proud of the amazing work coming in thorough on ‘dojo’ everyday. The teachers and
TAs in Reception are posting videos daily to the children and the children are sending in responses to our challenges. Here is just a small sample of the amazing learning. Our page has
become a little online community and I know the children love seeing posts from the adults at
school and their friends. I am particularly grateful to the parents who have signposted other parents and provided some technical support to each other!
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Year 1

Max in Seahorses has been working incredibly hard on his home learning and
sending in work regularly. Billy, Teddy and Oakley have also sent in examples of
writing and sharing books they have been reading at home.

Clownfish have been very busy with their home learning, We have a total of 438
class Dojos for their lovely work. Poppy has been working incredibly hard and
has 143 Dojos already. Daniel has also been amazing and has 121 Dojos!
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Year 2
So far, Sea Turtles have earned 242 Dojos- they are awarded
for all kinds of work and activities, as
long we as get to hear about it.
We have been playing 'Guess Who?' The
children have created their avatars in Purple
Mash, then the other children have to guess
who it could be. The only rule is that they
have to make their avatars look as much like
them as possible.
You've got to see some of the teachers' avatars; Miss Brewster’s hair is amazing! Maybe we
should do a teacher ‘Guess Who’ for the families
in the holidays?!
Look at this amazing timetable. The mum who
compiled this has commented:
“Mass appreciation for the role that teachers play
after this crazy period! I'm shattered!"

Eirah wanted to earn Dojo's
(for the Easter challenge)
straight away!"

Well done Tommy who is measuring the garden!
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Year 3
Barracudas have been working so hard and have found some very creative ways
to keep learning at home.

Lola has produced some amazing outdoor art work on her
fence.

Summer and Mary have
produced some fantastic
writing on our 'Rye writer'
Alien challenge.

Charlotte has been working so hard indoors
and outdoors, taking part in some amazing nature walks.

Cuttlefish have been sending in so much home learning every day, it's been amazing to see! They've been completing tasks that I have set them, setting their own
tasks, and challenging themselves to learn 'life-long skills'!
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Year 4

We have been so busy in Super Stingrays!
Caiden wrote a super fact file about his pet Bearded Dragon.
Year 4 were asked to watch a live Steve Backshall lesson on creatures and their habitats
which linked in beautifully with their science topic. We've had maths games with Lego,
baking, and cooking.
I've loved how the children have even come up with new names for their home school
classes and we've even had a mash up of siblings' class names (eg: Sting-Turtles).

So far in Orcas the children have earned 100 dojos for work uploaded to their portfolios,
TTRockstar, PurpleMash and ReadTheory achievements.
They are setting each other wordsearch challenges using words from our topic and spellings, which I absolutely love!

Freya made this excellent Ocean habitat diorama, linked
to our topic and science work.

Belle has made this amazing cake - lots of maths
involved.

I'm super proud of everything Orcas class have been doing.
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Year 5
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Year 6

Children in Sharks class have been working really hard engaging in a variety of creative
activities using different skills and equipment they have at home!
Brooke who has used odds and ends from around
her house to make a bird feeding station for her
garden

Marc making a homemade vegetable curry from
scratch
Morgan exercising daily by
cycling

Sonny demonstrating how much his sketching skills
have developed with a very relevant portrait,

Miss Bright been really impressed with the children and their parents' who have
logged onto dojo and have been sharing their home learning regularly. There has
been a lot of effort made to complete GPS activities from the booklet but also a
great response to the Rye writer this week. Special mention to Layla who has
been sending English, maths, GPS and creative activities in through her dojo
portfolio daily.

