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Dear Parents and Carers,
Those of you who know me well, may know that I love ART. I can appreciate different forms of Art and I
love observing Art in a gallery. However, actually creating pieces of Art as an adult, that anyone other than
a mother could love, is probably something I‟m not ready to put on my CV just yet, or so I thought… As we
instill in the children, “if you don‟t practise a skill you will never get better at it” and part of our vision at
Rye Primary is „life long learning‟– where we all, no matter what age, continue to “grow our brains”! So with
this ethos and the words that a very wise six year old once told me- “everyone can draw and everyone is
good at art”. I began to think “this girl can actually”. I dug up a great old quote from the depths of my
memory that “beauty is in the eye of the beholder” and if ones art work makes another happy, then it really is a gift of beauty (even if unintentionally it causes laughter; that is, after all, indeed an expression of
happiness, I later had to remind myself).
So I decided that I really did have to have a go at releasing my artistic expression ( I thought about using
the word talent, but I saw the end product)!
I love the sea and seascapes in particular are one of my favourite types of Art. So I thought I would use
my love of the sea and my appreciation for Art and put the two together…
Well let‟s say it was an enjoyable experience but one I‟m probably not going to win any awards for. I had a
go at drawing shells, boats, buckets and spades and an anchor, out of all of them, the anchor probably most
closely represented my original intention and looked vaguely like an anchor.
This got me thinking…What is the purpose of an anchor? Literally and metaphorically? I came to the conclusion that they can be described in the same terms, both in a literal and in a metaphorical sense. An anchor holds something steadfast, it prevents a vessel being swept about in the waves. It is something that
is entirely secure, can be relied upon, trusted, it holds. We all need an anchor in our lives, but especially at
a time like this. I thought about my anchor and realised that it is personally for me, my Christian faith
firstly and the trust and hope I put in my friends and family around me. I felt fortunate that I could easily
recognise this anchor in my own life. As I was thinking about what to write for this entry it became acutely
important to me for our school and wider community to know that we, here at Rye Primary, are and want to
continue to be, an anchor for you. We will continue to be here, constant, steadfast and trustworthy during
these uncertain times and we are as true to that today as we were yesterday and will be tomorrow. We
really are here for you. Our parents and families have been overwhelming supportive and appreciative of
our regular phone calls to them during lockdown and all of our online interactions. We know nothing beats
face to face interaction, but please be assured, we are still here, like an anchor we might not be visible but
rest assured we have got you and there will be a time we can support you once again face to face. In the
meantime, find your own personal anchor, in addition to us, let them know that they are your anchor and
remember to be someone else‟s anchor. However, continue to do this from home, protect the NHS and save
lives!
With very best wishes,
Kelly Martin
Head of school.

P.s I am still practising and refining my own artwork so instead I am going to share another art form with
you in the following publication of two poems about “Lockdown” that I have been sent in by children.
The first one is entitled “Painting The Fence Panel” by James aged 11
The second is “Life In Lockdown” by Lola, year 3.

My Home Learning Poem by James
Shaken awake,
Got a leg ache
Have a wash,
Get it done, bish bash bosh
Bacon butties,
Isaac talking the funnies
Eat a chocolate bar,
Do not go in the car
Stay at home,
Lessons on my phone
We‟re in lockdown,
Better stay out of town
Start work,
It‟s berserk!
Sit at the table,
(peel off the label!)
Pick up a pen,
Which one- there‟s ten?
I think its not long till lunch,
Just a hunch
PE time,
Avoid the snail slime
Build an assault course,
My voice is slightly hoarse
Done all my lessons,
No more sessions!
Time to relax,
I‟ll have some snacks
Paint the fence panel,
Wipe my brow with a flannel
I‟m tired,
Henry‟s wired
The stairs are too steep,
Time to sleep
Night night,
Sleep tight
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Pugwash
We hope that you are all keeping safe and well whilst at home. We are all missing normality and nursery life, but I have been hearing of some fabulous home learning that has
been going on including, baking, gardening, building camps, dressing up, nursery
rhymes, counting, phonics activities, learning to write names and PE with Joe Wicks!
We would like to share with you an overview of what we would be learning at nursery this
term to incorporate in to your home learning activities;
This term our theme would have been 'Splish, Splash, Splosh'.
We would have been focusing on the following;
-Water and Sealife
-Baby animals
-Life cycles including frogs and ducklings
-Looking after the environment
Our core texts that we would be covering are;
- Come on Daisy
- Hooray for Fish
- Commotion in the Ocean
-Tiddler
-The Ugly Duckling
- Super Duck
Most of these stories are available on YouTube if you do not have these stories at home.
(Please remember e-safety whilst on YouTube and ensure that parental controls are set
up on devices that children are using.)
The Maths learning that we would be covering includes;
- Measurements - Capacity - Full and Empty language
- Floating and Sinking understanding
- Comparisons between quantities
- Counting
Nursery Rhymes
- 1,2,3,4,5 once I caught a fish alive
- 5 little ducks
- 5 speckled frogs
All of this information is available on the website with links to some activities. This is
updated regularly so check back for more information.
For those children who are starting school in September we know that transition will be
very different this year.
Weis wish
you
all
a very
Christmas
and a your
Happy
New
Here
a link for
some
ideas
of howMerry
you can help
at home to prepare
child for
starting school in September;
Year
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/collections/starting-primary-school/1
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Reception

Minnows and Sardines have been super busy. Our home learning has included celebrating the
birthdays of our Queen and Captain (now Colonel) Tom. We enjoyed making yummy treats, cards
and party hats. We have learnt about ways to look after our Earth for Earth Day. Learning about St.
George‟s Day allowed some of us to learn new skills with grown up help, to use real tools.

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year
Our new learning this term is “Into the
Woods” and we even went on a virtual
school trip on our Dojo page. We have been busy learning about patterns, creating and
continuing patterns as well as looking for patterned language and repeated words in our
favourite books.
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Year 1

Clownfish and Seahorses have been very busy producing some brilliant home learning.
They have been painting their own interpretation of Van Gogh’s Sunflowers, building birds nest and bug
hotels.
The class have a total of 1797 class Dojo’s for Term 5 so far. Poppy has been working incredibly hard and
she has earnt 239 Dojo’s!
Lots of our year 1 children have amazing Dojo scores Daniel has 185 Dojo’s, Oscar has 157, Beau has
144, Lucas has 132 and Toby has 101 Dojo's.
Beau‟s Bug Hotel

Sunflowers by Daniel, Scarlett and Toby

Layton builds a nest

Mason‟s Shadow Drawings

Kye‟s Fraction Learning

Jacob has been doing lots of
Home Learning including
measuring and making his
own Lego model.

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year

Max has been reading lots of different
books and has enjoyed being creative outside. He has also been doing some cooking and made a delicious pizza for his tea!
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Year 2

Year 2 have been getting on well with home learning.
The children have been gathering data to make tally charts. It has been great fun using
Purple Mash to make pictograms.

Lots of children have
been getting involved in
our Rye Writer activities.
They‟ve written about a
mysterious sink hole that
looks like it appeared at
the school and a walk into
the deep dark wood

Each week, we have been setting STEM challenges (science, technology, engineering and mathematics). They have ranged from designing and making plant pots and watering cans using recycled materials, to showing our support for the NHS and other key workers by making rainbows in
different ways.

Amazing Artwork and Super
Science …..

Sea Turtles and Lobsters are taking part in the VE Day commemorations by finding out about
Colonel Tom, what it was like to be an evacuee. Hopefully you‟ll have seen their bunting displayed in their windows when you are around and about on your daily exercise!
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Year 3

Barracudas and Cuttlefish have been very busy……
A lovely poem from Lola
A super Egyptian drawing
from Ethan
Smiley Jack working on his Maths

Super writing from Charlotte
Great computing from Julian

Cuttlefish have been equally as busy with children enthusiastically working on the
termly topic, „Predator‟!

Kiril became an artist and created an incredible 3D ocean. Betsy followed her interests and created a project about a little cocoon she found in her garden. Elizabeth became a Scientist and
investigated changing states in the kitchen. Ella became a keen mathematician and completed
lots of work! Louis showed off his gardening skills with the sunflower that he grew and placed
it in his garden, following on from the Science experiment that he completed last term. Joey
worked practically in maths and was counting money. Tilly created an amazing fact file about
Predators! Tiyler has been learning about fractions and working super hard!

Year 4
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Orcas class have completed a series of science challenges this term on top of their
regular learning activities. Their favourite challenge was growing a rainbow……..

Cadi investigated density and created a rainbow in a glass

Annabelle has shown us how to make
a plastic facemask—very clever!

In English we are doing work around the book „The Great Kapok Tree‟. The children have written excellent descriptions.
This one is in rhyme!

Super Stingrays have been sending in their super photos showing a wide range of activities, as well as
lots of amazing school work. Our art this term has been 'weaving' and I've seen the most beautiful work.
James has coloured his hair with hair chalk in support of the NHS and Keyworkers and is busy doing all of
his school work whilst his Mum is working in A&E. We've had salt dough handprints, P.E with Joe Wicks,
homemade model volcanoes that erupt, baking and beautifully written persuasive letters and stories.

We are so proud of year 4 and all of their hard work. Well done!

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year

Year 5
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Year 5 children have been working as hard as ever! Our topic this term would have been
'Allotments', so the children have been busy gardening, perfecting their practical skills
and looking after the environment from home!
Orin has been busy with his bees and keeping the hive clean, Dinah is keeping us up-todate with her diary of their newborn pigeon and Harper has been one of the many Marlin
pupils to get baking. Attendance
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your
child and all
of our children at Rye Primary.
Sore throat or Tonsillitis: Please send your child to

school, we will encourage them to drink plenty of fluids.

Together we can do this
If your child is on antibiotics we will be able to administer them at school.

Punctuality

Diarrhoea and vomiting: Please keep your child at
home, they may return to school 48hours after their last
episode of vomiting or diarrhoea.

After an excellent start to Term 1 we have noticed that
children are starting to arrive at school after the doors
close at 8.45am. Thank you to those of you who have
been on time. Children need to be in school between
8.30am and 8.45am. They can settle in class during this
time and take advantage of the early morning learning
session.

Headache, earache and stomach ache: Please send
your child to school, let the school office know that they
have feltfor
unwell
and we will notify you if their condition
Our Target
2017-2018
worsens. If their condition persists then seek medical
advice.is 96% or higher, to attain this we really
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children
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day and any absence which can not be acceptably explained.

Head lice: Children can go to school, however, they
Punctuality is still a concern and
webewill
be contacting
of all children
must
treated
to prevent parents
further spread.
.
not arriving at school on time.
Chicken Pox: Children may return to school once all
vesicles have crusted over.
Measles and German Measles: Children may return
to school four days from the onset of the rash.

Term Time Holidays
Last year 1196 sessions were missed from school due to
holidays being taken in term time.
This year we will be unable to authorise any term time
holidays. Leave may only be authorised in exceptional
circumstances and a meeting with Ms Howard.
Leave taken without permission is an unauthorised absence and
will be referred to the Local Authority and may be subject to a
Penalty Notice Fine.

Medical Appointments

Threadworm: Children can go to school, however,
they must be treated to prevent further spread.
Mumps: Children may return to school 5 days after the
onset of swelling
Scarlet Fever: Children may return to school 24hours
after starting appropriate antibiotic treatment.

Please encourage your child to wash their
hands using soap and water after using the
toilet, before eating or handling food and
after handling animals.

Last year 390 sessions were missed from school due to
medical appointments including dental and opticians
Scooters and Bikes
appointments. Please ensure every effort is taken to make
If your child comes to
all non-urgent appointments outside of school hours.

Parking Issues
Please be mindful when using the car
park. IfThere
have
been from
numerous
your child
is absent
school please don’t
concerned
if youcars
receive
a phone
call from
issuesbejust
lately with
parked
along
your
child’s
teacher.
They
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the double yellow lines making it
if a child is absent from school and the impact
impossible
towhen
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this for
canthe
havebuses
on them
they return.
round.
This phone call gives you the opportunity to talk

your child’s teacher and discuss any learning
Thankto you.
they may have missed.

school on a bike
or scooter they must get off and walk
through the gate to the bicycle shelter.
We are sure you can appreciate that it
causes difficulties ifRewards
children are riding
theirWe
bikes
scooters
on plans
the premises
have/ lots
of exciting
for rewards and
parents,
and classes.
whenincentives
children for
and
adultschildren
are coming
intoWe
school.
After
school,
children
arewith
notyou
are looking forward to sharing these
allowed to ride bikes
and
scooters until
very
soon!
they are out Watch
of thethis
school
gates.
space!..............
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Year 6

Sharks have made a great start to their 'Hola Mexico' topic, producing a variety of craft,
cooking and comics. Art supporting NHS and keyworkers has been on-going, many
memorable entries to our 'reading challenge' and some children have been making up
their own tasks and projects!

Dolphins have also been keeping very busy. They have mostly been enjoying creating
food dishes for their parents.

We wish you all a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year

