JANUARY NEWSLETTER
Pleasant words are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones. Proverbs. 16:24
Our words can build up or tear down. As we go about our daily lives, I would like to encourage
you to let your words bring light and life to others, be an encourager. It will make you feel better
and the person receiving the kind words feel better. As I write we are in National lockdown#3 and
I am struck more than ever by the importance of our words. We are living in times when it is more
important than ever to bring hope to others, to offer praise and encouragement. No one ever truly
knows what ‘kind of day’ someone else has had; but we can choose to ensure that we choose
words which bring them kindness and compassion. Tell someone you are grateful for them, tell
someone they make your life richer by being in it, thank someone, compliment someone.
Unfortunately, we can become overwhelmed at times with negativity and negative words, both
online and in the world around us. Let’s make it our mission to choose not to be a part of that.
Choose to be a radiator to the people around you and not a drain. Choose to be a Tigger and not
an ey-ore. That’s not saying you can never be sad, but sometimes you have to make a real effort
to choose HAPPY! It is not easy, particularly during these worrying times, but by talking to one
another and connecting with one another; we can help each other to feel happier; rather than
bringing people down, raise them up! Life is hard at the moment, there is no denying that, choose
to be part of the solution rather than the problem and speak words of hope and encouragement
where you can. Research actually suggests that if we constantly hear negativity the words become like a dripping tap, they get ignored because we get used to it. If you feel people have
stopped listening to you, you may need to think about how you speak to them! If you feel you
have become a bit like that tap why don’t you say that 2021, will be the year that tap gets fixed
and you may be surprised that the people around you become more attentive and happier too as
they will hear a new sound; a sound which encourages them and builds them up!
Kelly Martin—Head of School

A huge well done to three of our students Evie Honey and Leo. When a local care home was
understaffed due to a huge amount of the staff having been effected by COVID, these children
helped them out in the kindest way. They prepared sandwiches for the residents and staff’s
lunch as well as shepherds pie for their evening meal. An amazing act of kindness, we are so
very proud!

Page 2

PUGWASH
I want to say a huge well done to all of the Pugwash children who have been doing some amaz-

ing home learning. I also want to thank all of the parents for their engagement with Class Dojo. It
has been so lovely to see all of your photos and videos of all your work, keep up the great work!
Our key theme is Winter and Bears this term, our core text is 'We're going on a Bear Hunt’. The
children have been out exploring the Winter environment as well as going on their own bear hunts
and making some amazing pictures and creations.
In nursery we have also been busy with learning and having fun in our bubble but we are missing
you all and we were sad that we have not been able to have the start to term that we had hoped
for; but we know that we are keeping everyone safe by staying at home.
Please do get in contact if you need help or support with anything.
Stay safe everyone and we look forward to welcoming you all back to nursery when we can.

RECEPTION
Minnows and Sardines have made a brilliant start to remote and blended learning this term. We kicked off
our new topic Explorers and Experimenters with a winter theme. We have the features of this season in our
environment and looked at colder environments in other parts of the world. We have used ice in experiments and artwork. The Minnows and Sardines really enjoy sharing news with each other and so we
shared our Christmas news with each other on dojo via video messages, written reports, drawings and written accounts
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YEAR1/2
The Clownfish parents, carers and children are embracing their home learning.
I have had lots of fantastic work from my Clownfish and I am very proud of each of them.

A fantastic scavenger
hunt looking for objects
made from different
types of materials

Beau’s super science Amelia’s amazing firework
findings.
poem.

Woody’s fabulous
crystal experiment.

YEAR 3/4
All year 3/4 teachers are feeling immensely proud of the positive attitude the children are showing
towards their learning. Every day we have the pleasure of seeing and reading high-quality work.
We have kicked off our topic about the Roman invasion of Britain from the comfort of our own
homes this term. The children have created timelines and learnt about the intricate patterns of
Roman mosaic floors. They created their own designs too.
We are also learning about sound in science. The children have done some investigations at
home, learning about sounds becoming fainter when we move away from the source and the vibrations sound waves make.

c
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YEAR 5/6
Dolphins have started their Frozen Kingdom learning Journey this week. We have had some
amazing descriptive writing and some fantastic art work.
In our reading we have focused on using sentence stems to help us structure our answers using
the lenses of setting, inference and checking.
Children have worked amazingly in the school class bubble too.

I couldn't be any prouder of all the fantastic effort and hard work that you are all doing. My
ClassDojo portfolios are over-flowing with work that I have thoroughly enjoyed looking
through. I would also like to say a massive thank you to Jellyfish parents as well for being so
supportive of the efforts of both the children and staff members in helping them to achieve in
their learning. Remember that we are always here and ready to help when you need it. I have
selected a range of work and pictures from my class portfolios to show off!

Marlin had a fantastic end to the year, where they worked very hard on perfecting their Wham Christmas song,
as well as excelling in their super learning, with many Marlins finally being awarded their pen licenses! Even
though it has not been the easiest start to Term 3, our Marvellous Marlin have thoroughly enjoyed starting our
new topic 'The Frozen Kingdom', where we are discovering facts about Ernest Shackleton. They have been
busy researching polar expeditions, as well as tackling improper fractions and mixed numbers! As always, we
are incredibly proud of all their efforts.

Sharks have made a great start to lockdown learning, produced some lovely pieces of writing, detailed drawings and worked hard with difficult maths fractions topics. They have
even had time to do their own cooking and starting out on fitness regimes!
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Music at Rye Community Pri-

We can continue our music curriculum despite lockdown!
Teachers will be providing children with the Yumu music login details. Children will then
be able to access the music unit that they were due to be covering in school as part of
their home learning.
This term in singing assemblies we had planned to participate in Sign to Sing..
The song we have chosen is ‘As One’ the hope is that whilst unable to be together the
whole Rye Primary community can remain connected.
Please support your child to learn the song and the signs. I am hoping to produce a
whole school production so send in via the office videos of your child performing all or
part of the song if you wish for them to be included in the whole school performance that
I will share online with you all
Click here to hear the song https://vimeo.com/242547252
All the resources you need to learn the song can be found on here: http://
sign2sing.org.uk/how-to-get-involved/learn-the-songs/new-1-for-2014/
Finally, I would love to celebrate all the wonderful musicians we have in school. I know
many of the children play instruments or sing in choirs or musical theatre groups. Please
send in photos of you in all your musical glory.

