JUNE 2021 NEWSLETTER
Message from the Head of School, Kelly Martin.
As I write I can’t help but reflect on the date today and its significance. It is Monday,
21st June 2021. There are many dates which hold significance for us very personally as
individuals, such as birthdays of loved ones or there are days which hold significance to
groups of families and friends, such as wedding anniversaries or anniversaries of graduations for uni’ friendship groups etc. There are days of significance for different faiths,
such as Easter and Christmas in the Christian calendar or Hanukkah or Passover in the
Jewish calendar. There are days of significance Nationally, Internationally and Globally;
the possibilities are endless and I would need the column space on every page of the newsletter to even make a dent in this! However, for all of you who guessed my thoughts
straight away… Today, on Monday, June 21st, the Northern Hemisphere will experience
its longest day of the year. Also known as the Summer Solstice, June 21 will mark the astronomical start of summer; during this day the UK will enjoy 16 hours and 38 minutes
of daylight. Notice I said daylight and not sun; it has rained all day! Today, the Sun rose
at 4.52am BST and will set at 9.26pm BST. After tonight, the days will slowly grow shorter for the rest of the year.
June is also the middle of the year and the midpoint of the growing season between planting and harvesting. The Strawberry Moon appears at various points every year in June;
this last full moon of spring is named after the short strawberry harvesting period in the
month—and not because the moon looks anything like the fruit!
The short strawberry season and the fact that after today the days will be getting shorter is a good reminder to us to make the most of every second and make the best of every
day. Enjoy the strawberries today! Wouldn’t life taste sweeter if we woke up every day
and committed ourselves to “making today such a good day , so good in fact, that yesterday is jealous!
Kelly Martin
Head of School

REMINDERS
Can we please remind you of the following things,


The staff car park is for STAFF ONLY!



Could you please ensure children are sent in full school uniform including ties and the correct school jumper.



Lunch boxes should only contain healthy snacks
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PUGWASH
The children have had a lovely few weeks. They have been interested in “The Hungry Caterpillar
Story” and made healthy fruit smoothies and fruit kebabs that they enjoyed for their snack.
The children have been making excellent progress with the balance bikes. Some children have
now progressed to use the pedal bikes.
We are very excited about the “Jaws n Claws” experience happening this week. We can't wait to
show you the photos and tell you all about it.

Notice for school leavers - We will be sending out your child's learning journey electronically via
email. You will be able to see all of the learning that they have achieved during their time at Pugwash. You should have received a test email for this. Please let us know if you haven't received
this.

RECEPTION
Reception have started the term investigating how beans grow. We have been looking after our
new wildlife garden and have been enjoying the story “Jack and the Jelly Beanstalk”. Our theme
this term is “On The Move” and we have learnt how to use the Beebots, which are moving programmable ICT toys.
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CLOWNFISH
Clownfish are enjoying their new topic ‘Wriggle and Crawl’. In their English lessons they have been researching and writing non- fiction texts about bees. During our art lessons the children sketched natural objects.

SEAHORSES
We have been busy learning about mini-beasts and have found out some amazing facts about bees.
Bees are very important as they pollinate flowers and plants allowing them to reproduce and grow. Also they
make delicious honey from the nectar that they collect. Did you know that they dry the nectar by flapping their
wings in the hive.
We have learnt about the features of non-fiction books : main heading, sub-heading, topic, thinking questions
and how to present our work using boxes and pictures.

SEA TURTLES
Sea Turtles have really launched themselves into term 6 and are enjoying the weather! In our topic, 'Wiggle
and Crawl' we have become scientists and naturalists, finding out about mini-beasts and the wonderful habitats in our locality.
In English, we have been learning about the features of non-fiction texts and how to make our writing interesting and informative. Through our reading and learning we have become busy bee experts!
In maths, we loved learning about position and direction while we were coding BeeBot robots. Now we are
learning all about the time and we can't wait to get messy when we learn about capacity!

c
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MARLIN
For our final term, Marlin and the other Year 5/6 classes will be focusing on the learning journey 'Body, Mind
and Soul'. This centres around transition, changes and learning a little more about ourselves; a great way to
end the year! So far, the children have enjoyed our PSHE lessons looking at our own goals and aspirations for
the future, as well as exploring different systems in the body in Science. Marlin have also started Forest
School on Fridays, which has been perfectly timed with the gorgeous weather! Finally, we are looking at the
English artist Henry Moore, best known for his very abstract sculpture work. Here are some examples from our
first study of him.

Punctuality
Thank you to all those parents and children arriving to school in plenty of time. Unfortunately, we do still have
quite a number of children arriving at school after the doors close at 8.45am. Arriving after this time is not
only stressful for you and your child but causes disruption in class. Children need to be in school between
8.30am and 8.45am to give them time to settle in class and take advantage of the early morning learning
session.
Establishing a good evening and morning routine will help make mornings run smoothly:








Get as much as possible ready the night before
Encourage your child to pack their school bag
Encourage your child to help make the packed lunches for the next day
Have clothes laid out ready for the morning
Get a good night sleep
In the morning avoid switching the TV on or allowing your child to play on any gadgets (this makes it
too easy to get distracted and you can lose track of time)
 Get your child to draw up a chart like the one below and they can tick off each one as they get ready
to go.

Please be advised that if your child has any covid-19 symptoms; high
temperature, cough or loss of taste and smell, they have to either
isolate with all other household members at home for 10 days or
receive a negative test result from a PCR test. LFT kits (which are now
available as home test kits from the Government) are NOT to be used
in symptomatic cases. The LFT tests are for detecting asymptomatic
people (not displaying any symptoms). We will continue to follow the
Government guidelines around this.

