Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School
Geography policy

Policy Statement

At Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School, we provide a broad and balanced curriculum for
Geography which fulfils the requirements the New Curriculum for Geography. We build on
the natural curiosity children have for the world in by basing lively, stimulating work on
active experience and direct enquiry, whenever possible. The local environment, which is
rich both physical and human geographical subjects, is used for study when appropriate.
History is explored as a cross-curricular topic whenever possible. It is our policy to present a
balanced, non-stereotyped, view of Geography. We endeavour to present more than one
viewpoint and encourage children to express their own opinions about the world.

A high-quality Geography education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and
understanding of the human and physical geographical features present. It should inspire
pupils’ curiosity to know more about the world around them. Teaching should equip pupils
to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence and develop perspective and
judgement. Geography helps pupils to understand the complexity of the world we live in,
the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups
and the geographical changes that occur on earth.

Subject Aims

e To help us realise our own place in our locality and in the wider world, to include our
relationship with all other nations.

e To develop geographical enquiry skills.

e To develop the interpretation and drawing of plans and maps, which will include
orienteering and fieldwork.

e To develop a range of investigative and problem solving skills.

e To recognise changes in the physical and human environment.

e To prepare pupils for adult life and employment.

e To focus on the importance of sustainable development, how we affect our
environment and how the environment affects us.

In compliance with the New Curriculum for Geography, we at Sacred Heart Catholic
Primary School aim to ensure that our geography teaching and learning enables pupils:

o To develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally significant places — both
on land and at sea, —including their defining physical and human characteristics



e To understand how these provide a geographical context for understanding the
actions of processes

e To understand the processes that give rise to key physical and human geographical
features of the world, how these are dependent on each other and how they bring
about spatial variation and change over time

e are competent in the geographical skills needed to:

o collect, analyse and communicate with a range of data gathered through
experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding of geographical
processes;

o interpret a range of sources of geographical information, including maps,
diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical Information Systems
(GIS)

o communicate geographical information in a variety of ways, including
through maps, numerical and quantitative skills and writing at length.

Objectives

EYFS

Pupils will follow the objectives for “Understanding the World”, one of the seven areas of
learning for EYFS.

Key stage 1

In this Key Stage, Pupils will develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and
their locality. They will understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human and
physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand observation, to
enhance their awareness of locations.

Key stage 2

Pupils will extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include the
United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the location and
characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. They
will develop their use of geographical knowledge, understanding and skills to enhance their
locational and place knowledge.

The specific Learning Objectives for KS1 and 2 are to be found in the New Curriculum for
Geography- Programs of Study document.

Organisation

e Geography is planned and taught by each class Teacher in accordance with the
objectives set out in the New Curriculum for Geography. It may be linked with a
cross-curricular topic, where appropriate.



e Wherever possible visits are made to places and areas of interest, to enhance
learning.

e |ICT is used where appropriate.

e Pupils carry out field work in their local area. This will include orienteering.

e Pupils are made aware of current world events through a wide range of sources to
include media news, secondary sources online and a wide range of books and maps.

Assessment

Formal assessment in Geography follows the materials written by the Lancashire
Professional Development Service (LPDS) Teaching and Learning Consultants in conjunction
with the aims and statutory requirements set out in the National Curriculum 2014.

The ‘end of year expectations’ for Geography have been written as statements for each year
group (separated by key stage) and are presented in a grid. This enables teachers to reflect
on the expectations for a specific year group, whilst being aware of the expectations for the
year groups below and above.

When making a judgement as to whether a child has achieved the year group statements in
each of the foundation subjects, teachers are expected to build their knowledge of what a
child can do over the course of the year, and then consider whether a child can apply and
understand the skills and processes, knowledge, understanding specified in the relevant
programme of study, consistently and independently in different contexts.

The statements within each year group are not hierarchical, and are not used as a checklist.
Evidence from a range of contexts (observations, pupil work, discussion, collaboration,
planning, etc.) are used to formulate a ‘best fit’ judgement as to whether a child has

achieved the year group expectations outlined across the columns in the grid.

The end of year group expectations are cumulative — what is learnt in one year group should
continue to be used in the next.

Special Needs

Work in Geography is differentiated to cover the varying abilities of children in each group/
class following the school’s SEN policy.

Review

This policy is subject to review when necessary.
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