Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School

History Policy

Policy Statement

At Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School, we provide a broad and balanced curriculum for History
which fulfils the requirements the New Curriculum for History. We build on the natural curiosity
children have for the world in which they live and the past they share, by basing lively, stimulating
work on active experience and direct enquiry, whenever possible. The local environment, which is
rich in history, is used for study when appropriate. History is explored as a cross-curricular topic
whenever possible. It is our policy to present a balanced, non-stereotyped, view of history. We
endeavour to present more than one viewpoint and encourage children to express their own
opinions about events in the past.

A high-quality history education will help pupils gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of
Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the
past. Teaching should equip pupils to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift
arguments, and develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the
complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and relationships
between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.

Subject Aims

e To help pupils understand the world they live in and how it has come to be as it is today.

o To help pupils develop a sense of identity, within their families.

To develop a sense of time and chronology.

To give pupils the opportunity to develop skills necessary for understanding the past.

To arouse curiosity about, and interest in, the past, and as appreciation of human achievements.
To develop a framework of knowledge of the history of Britain and to appreciate the influence of
other countries on our past.

o To help pupils to discern the truth and to empathise with the way people lived in the past.

e To develop the ability to understand historical change and continuity.

e To promote links between history, PHSE and citizenship.

In compliance with the New Curriculum for History, we at Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School aim
to ensure that our history teaching and learning enables pupils to:

¢ know and understand the history of these islands as a coherent, chronological narrative,
from the earliest times to the present day: how people’s lives have shaped this nation and
how Britain has influenced and been influenced by the wider world

e know and understand significant aspects of the history of the wider world: the nature of
ancient civilisations; the expansion and dissolution of empires; characteristic features of past
non-European societies; achievements and follies of mankind



e gain and deploy a historically grounded understanding of abstract terms such as ‘empire’,
‘civilisation’, ‘parliament’ and ‘peasantry’

e understand historical concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence,
similarity, difference and significance, and use them to make connections, draw contrasts,
analyse trends, frame historically valid questions and create their own structured accounts,
including written narratives and analyses

e understand the methods of historical enquiry, including how evidence is used rigorously to
make historical claims, and discern how and why contrasting arguments and interpretations
of the past have been constructed

e gain historical perspective by placing their growing knowledge into different contexts:
understanding the connections between local, regional, national and international history;
between cultural, economic, military, political, religious and social history; and between
short- and long-term timescales

Objectives

EYFS
Pupils will follow the objectives for “Understanding the World”, one of the seven areas of learning
for EYFS.

Key stage 1

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the
passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological
framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They
should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions,
choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key
features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past

Key Stage 2

Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British,
local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They
should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of
historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions
about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They should construct informed
responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They
should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.

In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching the British, local and world
history outlined below, teachers should combine overview and depth studies to help pupils
understand both the long arc of development and the complexity of specific aspects of the content.

Organisation

History is planned and taught by each class teacher following the 2014 National Curriculum through
the use of the Lancashire Literacy Booklets to ensure full coverage of learning objectives and of key
skills across each key stage.

Work is planned to promote the development of the necessary skills, knowledge and understanding
at each stage. In local History, we use our locality of Preston as a resource, with its rich canal-based



background and many old buildings. Members of the local community are invited to contribute to
pupil’s learning, where they can enhance the theme being studied.

Visits to local museums, places of interest, exhibitions, etc. are made where this is appropriate and
fits in with the theme being studied.

ICT is used to support work in history where possible using apps and programmes which are age, skill
and unit appropriate.

Assessment

Formal assessment in history follows the materials written by the Lancashire Professional
Development Service (LPDS) Teaching and Learning Consultants in conjunction with the aims and
statutory requirements set out in the National Curriculum 2014,

The ‘end of year expectations’ for History have been written as statements for each year group
(separated by key stage) and are presented in a grid. This enables teachers to reflect on the
expectations for a specific year group, whilst being aware of the expectations for the year groups
below and above.

When making a judgement as to whether a child has achieved the year group statements in each of
the foundation subjects, teachers are expected to build their knowledge of what a child can do over
the course of the year, and then consider whether a child can apply and understand the skills and
processes, knowledge, understanding specified in the relevant programme of study, consistently and
independently in different contexts.

The statements within each year group are not hierarchical, and are not used as a checklist. Evidence
from a range of contexts (observations, pupil work, discussion, collaboration, planning, etc.) are used
to formulate a ‘best fit’ judgement as to whether a child has achieved the year group expectations
outlined across the columns in the grid.

The end of year group expectations are cumulative — what is learnt in one year group should
continue to be used in the next.

Special Needs

Work in History is differentiated to cover the varying abilities of children in each group/class
following the school’s SEN policy.

Review

This policy is subject to review when necessary.
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