
 

 

 

January 2020 
 

Dear Parents / Carers 
 
I am writing to inform you about the exciting opportunity we are planning for all of Year 9 to take 

part in the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award expedition. 
 

As you are aware, your son / daughter has been taking part in a new Curriculum Enrichment 
programme since the start of this year; an innovative series of lessons aimed at encouraging our 
young people to make a difference in their community. Your child has been taking part in a range 

of different activities which are in line with our school vision, providing them with further 
curriculum opportunities to ‘grow in body, mind and spirit’ and to ‘experience life in all its fullness.’ 
 

The various activities we have incorporated into the Year 9 programme are enabling your child to 
work towards their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, a world renowned and very highly 

recognised Award by colleges, universities and the job sector. Achieving the DofE Award will stand 
pupils in very good stead when applying to colleges and universities, as they like to see 
accomplishments beyond academic achievements. The DofE provides pupils with ‘soft skills’ such 

as communication, commitment, leadership and teamwork and it is a fantastic way to demonstrate 
and evidence these skills in practice. 

 
By the end of Year 9, all pupils will have covered their volunteering, skills and physical sections 
within their timetabled lessons. The only part of the Bronze Award they cannot complete during 

Thursday afternoons is the expedition.  
 

We are therefore providing our pupils with the opportunity to take part in an expedition towards 
the end of the year. As we are in the planning stages, we are hoping you can indicate below if this 
is something your child would be keen to take part in, as we need to know approximate numbers. 

We are hoping that the vast majority of our pupils in Year 9 will take up this opportunity, thus 
enabling them to complete the award as we cannot stress highly enough how well the completion 
of the whole Bronze Award will help them in the future. 

 
The Bronze Award expedition comprises two days of walking, six hours per day, with one night 

camping in between the two days. Pupils have to carry their own equipment, plan their menu and 
route, pitch their tent and cook for themselves on a trangia. They have already practised many of 
these skills but we intend to consolidate these and practise outdoor walking on the Christian 

Values Enrichment Day on Monday 15 June. We are planning to hold the expedition during July, 
and, depending on numbers wishing to take part, intend to split the year group into two teams 

who will attend on different dates. 
 
There will be several members of staff accompanying the expeditions who will be undergoing the 

appropriate training to become DofE instructors. The staff will follow the pupils at a distance whilst 
out walking and stay on the same campsite. Although remotely supervised on their walks, I can 
assure you the staff will observe, make regular checks on the pupils to monitor their progress and 

meet the groups at specified checkpoints. Pupils will be in teams of up to seven and will, as far as 
possible, be split into friendship groups of their choice. 



 

We anticipate the approximate cost for the expedition will be in the region of £50-£60 per child, 
depending on the number of pupils taking part. We are hoping to make this experience accessible 

to all and can organise payment plans for parents / carers to pay £10 per month from February to 
July, should this be helpful. We do not want the cost of the expedition to be a barrier to a child’s 
involvement and ask that you do state any concerns on the attached slip. 

 
Obviously this is a very ambitious project and as this is the first year we have organised this we 

are asking for any assistance with providing equipment for this venture. Pupils will need the 
equipment listed on the reply slip and we would be incredibly grateful to hear of anyone who can 
donate any of the items to school or if anyone knows of anywhere where they can be hired / 

attained at a reasonable cost. 
 

Thank you for your support of this new venture. We cannot stress strongly enough how great an 
opportunity this is for your child and the positive impact achieving the award will have on their 
future. Even if your child lacks enthusiasm about being outdoors, we ask for your support in 

encouraging them to take part and highlighting the importance of this opportunity. The expedition 
will certainly be an experience helping your child to grow in character, with them demonstrating 
leadership skills, teamwork and resilience. As well as a great achievement, it will also be a fantastic 

opportunity for them to work independently and have fun! 
 

We hope to see as many of our pupils as possible taking part in this fantastic opportunity! We 
would be grateful if the form below could be returned to your child’s tutor by Monday 
3 February. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs Hooley   



Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award Expedition Letter Reply Slip 

 

Name of Pupil ……………………………………………………………………  Tutorial ………………………… 

 

My son / daughter wishes to take part in the DoE expedition at an approximate cost of £50-£60. 
 

 

My son / daughter does not wish to take part in the DofE expedition.  

 

Equipment needed. Please tick all the boxes below that you are able to provide for your son / 

daughter.  

I can provide for my child:  

Large rucksack (approx. 65L)      Sleeping bag 

Waterproof coat        Roll mat (for sleeping on) 

Walking boots                                                 

    

I have the following items that I am able to donate for other pupils to use: 
 
Large rucksack (approx. 65L)      Sleeping bag 

Waterproof coat        Roll mat (for sleeping on) 

Walking boots                                                 

 

 
School is able to provide some tents and trangias, but depending on the numbers of pupils taking 
part, we would be interested to hear from anyone who could donate these items. 

 
 

Please indicate here any further information you may wish to share: e.g. possible difficulties 

in making payments, information about your child’s availability in July, whether you can donate equipment / 

know of anywhere to contact regarding equipment hire etc. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 


