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28th August 2020 
 
 
Dear parents/carers, 
 
I trust that you and your families are well and that you have been able to enjoy a break during summer. 
We are really looking forward to our pupils returning to school next week and of course welcoming our new 
Year 7 pupils to St Michael’s.  
 
Please can I remind you of the arrangements for the start of term? 
 
Tuesday 1 September  - school is closed to pupils (Staff Inset Day)  
Wednesday 2 September  - Years 7 and 11 pupils should attend school  
Thursday 3 September - Years 7, 8, 10 and 11 pupils should attend school 
Friday 4 September   - Years 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 pupils should attend school 
 
Remote learning will be available via Moodle for those pupils who are not in school on Wednesday and 
Thursday. Please refer to the 'Returning to School in September' booklet which was issued at the end of 
term for full details. We have continued to prepare for the return of the pupils throughout the summer. We 
know that our young people will support us fully in trying to ensure that all our pupils can enjoy the best 
learning experience we can offer in a safe environment.  
 
In response to the announcements this week about the use of face coverings in schools we will follow the 
updated advice of the World Health Organisation (WHO), who advise that children aged 12 and over should 
wear a face covering under the same conditions as adults, in particular when they cannot guarantee at 
least a 1-metre distance from others.). 
 
As a result, the government has revised the guidance on face coverings for staff and children in Year 7 or 
above in England. From 1 September new advice will apply to the use of face coverings by staff and pupils 
in school years 7 or above and learners in further education in England.  
 
St Michael’s pupils, staff and visitors will therefore be asked to wear face coverings when moving around 
the premises for example in corridors, in toilets and communal areas such as the dining room and queue 
where social distancing is difficult to maintain.  
 
We appreciate that there are numerous arguments for and against the use of face coverings in school 
settings however, we believe this to be the most appropriate response in the current time and 
circumstances for several reasons: it follows the recommendations of the WHO, Chorley is bordering areas 
that are currently in lockdown-indeed some of our pupils travel from areas that are in lockdown, the layout 
of the school and narrow corridors, combined with the fact that we are the largest school in Chorley makes 
it particularly difficult to maintain social distancing in communal areas and the wearing of face coverings 
provides additional confidence to some pupils, parents and staff about a safe return to school.  
 
Pupils will not be expected to wear face coverings in the classrooms or when participating in Physical 
activities such as PE and Dance or when they are outside:   
 



 

 

“On the basis of current evidence, in light of the mitigating measures education settings are taking, and the 
negative impact on communication, face coverings will not generally be necessary in the classroom even 
where social distancing is not possible. There is greater use of the system of controls for minimising risk, 
including through keeping in small and consistent groups or bubbles, and greater scope for physical 
distancing by staff within classrooms. Face coverings can have a negative impact on learning and teaching 
and so their use in the classroom should be avoided.” 
 
It is vital that face coverings are worn correctly and clear instructions will be provided to pupils and to staff 
about how to put on remove, store and dispose of face coverings to inadvertently increase the risk of 
transmission. Pupils will be expected to sanitise their hands before and after touching their face covering 
and have a sealable plastic bag in which to store them.   
 
Please could we therefore ask that pupils have a face covering when they return to school next week?  
These can be of the disposable variety or should be plain black, white, maroon or navy blue. 
Patterned/logo face coverings are not permitted. 
Face coverings are widely available and Public Health England has also made available resources on how 
to make a simple face covering. 
 
As previously stated it would be helpful if each pupil had their own sanitiser which they can keep in their 
blazer pocket. 
 
We know that this decision will be great source of reassurance to many of our parents, but equally a cause 
for concern for others. We have already received communication from parents about this matter and hope 
that you understand why individual responses to such correspondence are not always feasible. We will 
continue to monitor the situation and hope that you appreciate, that as always, everything we do is a 
carefully considered response to try to facilitate the very best learning experience for your precious sons 
and daughters in the safest way possible during these challenging times. Since pupils spend the majority of 
time in classrooms and outside, the use of face coverings on corridors, in communal areas and in queues is 
likely to be for a maximum of one hour per day.  
 
We know that some pupils and staff are not able to wear face coverings for medical reasons. If this applies 
to your son or daughter please would you be kind enough to write a brief note to your child’s tutor 
explaining the reason for this. If a pupil is required to wear a medical standard mask because they are 
clinically vulnerable please will you also communicate this in writing.  
 
Please can I also draw your attention to the following information that we have been asked to share with 
parents/ carers regarding dedicated school transport?  
 
Dedicated school transport is safer for pupils as it minimises wider social contacts. 
 
Pupils should carry sanitiser to clean their hands on boarding / exiting transport. Schools have been advised 
to put in place safe boarding procedures and to consider seating and grouping arrangements on buses to 
minimise social contacts. 
 
New advice from the Department for Education is that students aged 11 and over should also wear a face 
covering on dedicated school transport, other than those who are exempt. This reflects that '1 metre plus' 
social distancing measures will not uniformly apply on buses, and will help to minimise the risk of the virus 
spreading. Find more information about travelling on school buses here.  
 
Please can I remind parents/ carers of our new Year 7 pupils of the virtual information evening on 
Thursday 3 September at 6.30pm. Arrangements for joining this meeting will be shared next week.  Finally, 
congratulations to our 2020 Year 11 leavers on their fantastic GCSE results. We are so proud of all that you 



 

 

have achieved here at St Michael’s and the way in which you fully embraced the opportunities to grow and 
develop in body, mind and spirit. We wish you every success and fulfilment as you continue in your next 
phase of learning be that at college, through training or an apprenticeship.  
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
J L Jenks 


