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17 September 2020 
 
 
 
Dear parents and carers 
 
We would like to thank all our pupils for the way they have responded to the significant changes and 
restrictions we have had to put in place since the return to school in September. They have been an 
absolute credit to both yourselves and St Michael’s. We are all so very proud of them. 
 
We are having to continue to adapt to new and changing situations with new challenges presenting 
themselves daily. Probably the one aspect that has caused us most issues is dropping off and picking up of 
pupils in cars. There has to be an understanding from everyone at present that there are going to be more 
cars on the road around schools given the advice in place for children to avoid using public transport 
wherever possible. 
 
We would like to thank once again all our parents/carers for avoiding Astley road when dropping off and 
picking up their children. This has already made a significant difference but there is still a little way to go 
yet. We have received some comments implying that all we are doing is ‘moving the problem elsewhere’ 
but this is simply not the case. The problem lies predominantly on Astley road and especially in the 
immediate vicinity of the school gates where over 1000 pupils are exiting school over a period of 10 
minutes. Once they have left this area, within a few hundred yards, the numbers have already dispersed 
into several different directions and significantly so after the junction with Park Road. 
 
We have also been asked why we don’t have staggered start and end times to the school day. With over 
350 pupils travelling on numerous school buses from different parts of Chorley and surrounding areas, 
along with the fact that many pupils have siblings in other year groups this would create significantly more 
issues in pupils being able to get to and from school. 
 
We know that the distance many of our pupils live from school means that walking to and from school is 
not always a viable option. However, if pupils who do travel by car are encouraged to walk a short distance 
when being dropped off/ collected this would be beneficial to their wellbeing and would help to alleviate the 
hazards caused by traffic congestion on Astley Road. 
  
Finally, please may we politely remind all our parents/carers to be mindful of our neighbours not only on 
Astley Road but also neighbouring streets. All we are asking for in these very difficult times that wherever 
possible, parents find an area to park that is not impinging on any driveway, blocking any roads or 
mounting any pavements.  Car Parks are available both in Chorley Town Centre and Hall Gate (Astley Hall) 
which you may wish to consider. We do appreciate as the nights draw in our anxiety for our children’s 
safety can increase and we do try to encourage our children not to walk alone wherever possible. 
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We are grateful that the vast majority of parents/ carers transporting pupils by car are already encouraging 
them to walk a short distance and that others have also begun to do this in the last few days.  We also 
appreciate that some of our pupils have learning and mobility needs that necessitate them being dropped 
off close to school. We hope that we can continue to work together to improve this situation for all our 
young people. 
  
Yours sincerely 

  
Mr J F Chadwick 
Deputy Head 
 


