
 

 

 

March 20th 2020 

 

Dear Year 11 Pupils and Parents/ Carers 
 
As you leave our school today, we wish you well. We never envisaged that your time at St 
Michael’s would conclude in this way. We hope that you will be able to look beyond the 
current situation in which you find yourselves and reflect on happy memories of your time 
here; memories of a school where you flourished, not just academically but also socially; 
memories of a school where you were inspired to learn and where you embraced the myriad 
of opportunities available to you, where you achieved more than you ever thought you were 
capable of, and of course memories of the special people that you have met along the way!  
 
We know that whatever decisions are made about how you will be assessed, that it won’t 
necessarily ease the disappointment that so many of you currently feel in not having the 
opportunity to sit the examinations and to have your hard work, dedication, commitment 
and revision recognised in the way that you anticipated. We are sure that the measures that 
will be announced will justly recognise all that you have achieved and enable you to take the 
‘next steps’ in the way that you had planned, whether that be at college, taking up an 
apprenticeship or in work based learning. We will continue to do all that we can to support 
you in this transition.  
 
Education, however, is about so much more than qualifications and exam results, as 
important as they are. Education is about the growth that you make as an individual. As a 
school we invest so much time in helping you to grow as young people, because we believe 
that it is your character that will provide the support system for life. That can’t be measured 
in exam results alone, it’s about the totality of your achievements, the way you excel not 
just academically but also in sport, the arts, the care and compassion you have for others, 
they are the visible fruit of this growth. We have talked to you throughout your five years 
about growing in body, mind and spirit, about wanting you to flourish and have the joy and 
hope of life in all its fullness. It has been an absolute pleasure to see you grow and develop 
into the bright shining stars that are leaving us today. The way that you have conducted 
yourselves in the last two days with a dignity and maturity that belies your years, is 
testament to that.  
 
So on behalf of all of us at St Michael’s, Year 11, ‘thank you’. Thank you for the part that 
you have played in ‘Team St Michael’s’ and for the way in which you have enriched our lives.   
 
We are not able to give you any information as yet about exams, results day, awards 
evening; but please be assured that if the prom cannot go ahead in July as planned, that we 
will rearrange this evening for you so that this exemplary year group might have the 
celebration that they deserve.  
 
May God bless you  
 
 
Mrs Jenks  


