
 

 

 

17 March 2020 
 

Dear Parents/ Carers 
 
Following my letters on Monday 9 March and Thursday 12 March, I would like to provide you with 

further information outlining the school’s response to the situation in relation to coronavirus.  I 
continue to thank parents/ carers for your cooperation in helping us to manage the situation for 

our young people and staff and for taking seriously the responsibilities we all have to protecting 
the most vulnerable members of our community.  
 

We continue to act upon the latest advice from the Department for Education and Public Health 
England.  Please can we remind parents to check the links on our school website on a daily basis 
for the latest updates. On 16 March the government announced that we need to go further in our 

response to minimise suffering and save lives:  
 

Attendance 
If pupils and/or members of their household have a new continuous cough or a high temperature 
they should stay at home and self-isolate for 14 days. If these symptoms present themselves in 

school and you are contacted to collect your child, please can we respectfully request that you 
make arrangements to do this immediately. Please continue to inform Mrs Barker our attendance 

officer of any absence and the reason for absence. Work for absent pupils will be made available 
on Moodle 
 

Hygiene  
Please continue to reinforce the importance of hygiene with your child, especially hand washing 

and to avoid touching their face, particularly their eyes and mouth. If you are able to provide them 
with tissues that would be much appreciated.  
 

Educational visits 
In line with government advice, we have taken the decision to cancel both the Germany and Paris 
holidays set to take place on April 4 2020. We are expecting to be able to reimburse the full 

amount of money paid at this time for each visit and would appreciate your patience as we await 
information from our insurance company. Further details regarding reimbursement will follow in 

due course. Other visits taking place later in the year (Year 9 D of E expedition in July, Berlin in 
October and the ski trip at Easter 2021) will remain under review.  
 

Visits within the UK will be reviewed on an individual basis; however, the following visits will no 
longer take place:  

Year 8 Mosque Visit on 25 March 
Year 10 and 11 Duke of Edinburgh Award visit on 21 and 22 March 
Science Ambassadors visit to Primary Schools 

Blackburn Cathedral Visit with the Archbishop of York on 26 March 
 
The Easter Services will be held in school rather than at St George’s Church.  

The Year 9 Curriculum Enrichment Programme will take place in school and within the school 
grounds for the foreseeable future.  



The TALL Project will take place this week in school but all external visits will be cancelled until 

further notice.  
The organisers of these visits will provide further information to the relevant parents in due course 

if necessary.  
 
Sports Fixtures / After school clubs 

In line with the majority of Chorley and South Ribble secondary schools, sports fixtures have been 
cancelled for the foreseeable future. The majority of after school sports practices and after school 

activities have been cancelled, with the exception of some Year 11 sports. Year 11 revision and 
intervention after school will take place as planned if possible.  
 

School Events 
Year 8 Consultation Evening on Thursday 19 March is cancelled. Should any parents have any vital 

queries regarding options subjects only, they should email options@saint-michaels.lancs.sch.uk 
stating clearly ‘for the attention of’ a particular member of staff or options subject. The query will 
be directed to the appropriate person. We would be very grateful if options forms could be 

returned as soon as possible and by the earlier deadline of Friday 20 March if possible. 
Year 7 examinations due to take place on 27 and 30 March will be cancelled.   
 

Future events, including the Year 11 photos on March 31, the Leavers’ Service, Summer Music and 
the Art Display evening, together with the Leavers Prom will continue to be reviewed. Please can 

we advise parents and pupils not to make any further expenditure on preparations in case it 
becomes necessary to cancel this event.  
 

For a school that actively seeks to provide opportunities for our pupils to flourish, growing in body 
mind and spirit, having to send a letter of this nature is clearly extremely upsetting. We know that 

our young people will be disappointed that so many of these valuable enrichment activities can no 
longer take place. I am sure that you will help them to understand that these difficult decisions 
have been made in the best interests of the school community and with due regard to our 

responsibilities to the local and wider community.  We will strive to keep school operating as 
normally as possible during the school day, as staffing levels permit. Year 11 are currently in the 
midst of many of their practical GCSE exams and they will remain our priority. Pupils in Year 11 

should assume that the Year 11 examinations are still going ahead as planned and continue to 
prepare accordingly.   

 
In line with current guidance, we are working hard to remain open to all pupils. However, the 
updated guidance on self- isolation has had an impact on staffing levels. We may need to modify 

timetables from tomorrow amalgamating some groups, but will continue to prioritise normal 
teaching and the planned examinations for Year 11.  

 
Please can I once again thank parents for your messages of support at this time and ask that you 
continue to pray for all those whose lives have been severely impacted by the virus, the medical 

staff and for wisdom for those leading the responses of our nations.  
 

Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
Jayne Jenks 

Headteacher 
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