
 

 

 

May 2020 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

This half term has gone incredibly quickly in spite of the challenges it has brought. 
 

We have been delighted to hear about the very inventive activities undertaken during ‘lockdown’ 
by your children and are particularly impressed and humbled to learn of how they are engaging 
with their community, baking cakes for key workers and writing letters to elderly care home 

residents, to name just two of the compassionate actions they are undertaking. Thank you for 
sharing this information about your children; it is uplifting to hear news of their developing talents, 

fundraising, community spirit and intrinsic kindness. 
 
School re-opening 

Further to my letter on 19 May, we will be sending more information about a phased return and 
how we will supplement remote learning with some ‘face to face support’ for Year 10 pupils on 
Friday. Initially the intention will be to bring a proportion of the cohort into school (probably a 

quarter of the year group) for a short period of time and then continue to review, evaluate and 
hopefully expand upon this. We anticipate this phased wider opening of school for Year 10 pupils 

to commence on Monday 8 June. This is subject to the government’s five tests for gradually lifting 
coronavirus lockdown restrictions being met and the subsequent information which is expected 
during half term. It is crucial that pupils in Year 10 continue with their GCSE studies and, even 

with the tentative measures taken to re-open school, the focus will continue to be on remote 
learning.  

 
Learning 
After the half term holiday we will continue to set remote lessons for pupils in Years 7-10. The 

pupil questionnaire highlighted that on average pupils were completing around four hours of 
schoolwork a day and we would expect this to continue. We would also strongly recommend pupils 
spend some time, even if it is just 20 minutes, reading for pleasure.  Reading is not just about 

pupils becoming being more successful academically but reading regularly and widely (whether 
that be fiction, the classics, poetry, non-fiction, newspapers or blogs) will in turn improve 

creativity, emotional intelligence and awareness of other cultures and traditions. Information about 
all work set will continue to appear on Moodle, directing pupils to various learning platforms, 
including Mathswatch, Manga High, GCSE Pod, SAM Learning, Kerboodle, One Note, Microsoft 

Forms and Teams. Various email addresses are on the school website should you require further 
support.  

 
Year 11 
On the front of our Moodle page there is an important document for Year 11 to utilise. It is crucial 

that pupils in Year 11 take responsibility for the steps they will take beyond St Michael’s, be it into 
further education or training and the powerpoint therefore contains information regarding college 

courses, reading materials, research, links to useful websites and advice about activities pupils 
could undertake to fill their time purposefully. It is very important that Year 11 continue to be 
meaningfully engaged in learning as they will find it quite a challenge to re-engage after such a 

lengthy interruption. All courses will require students being able to draw upon, and apply, prior 



knowledge and understanding acquired throughout high school and it will be particularly 

challenging to undertake A-level courses if pupils have not yet committed to memory the 
necessary facts they had to revise for their GCSEs. I therefore encourage all Year 11 to take a look 

at the information provided and use the links to the college courses to assist them in their 
preparation for the subjects they may choose to pursue. Our Independent Careers Adviser, Mrs 
Easterbrook, is also still available to assist with any college or careers queries and pupil who would 

benefit from a telephone call from Mrs Easterbrook should contact wellbeing@saint-
michaels.lancs.sch.uk.  

 
Uniform 
It remains our intention to go ahead with the new skirts and trousers for Year 8, 9 and 10 pupils. 

The uniform suppliers, JADA, are hopeful that they will have sufficient stock for all year groups but 
will continue to prioritise our new Year 7 pupils. If the current situation causes a delay, the 

compulsory roll out of the new uniform may move to November or even January. Should this be 
the case, current Year 10 pupils will be exempt from the change. If you do need to replace skirts 
or trousers for when school re-opens we strongly advise purchasing the new style so as to avoid 

further expense later in the year. We will continue to monitor the situation and keep you informed. 
 
Staff 

In spite of the ‘lockdown’ situation we have made a number of staff appointments this half term in 
preparation for September. We are also delighted to welcome Mr Keith Tierney to the Senior 

Leadership Team as Assistant Headteacher and similarly pleased to announce that Mrs Susan Wilk 
has been appointed as Curriculum Leader for Science.  Ms Nicola Melling has been appointed as 
Business and Data Analyst from 1 May. I am sure that you will join me in wishing them every 

success in their new roles.  
 

Thank you for all you are doing to support your child during these challenging times! The success 
of our pupils is to a great extent dependent on the strong relationships, mutual respect and trust 
developed between school, parents and carers and we thank you for your continued support and 

prayers.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

Mrs J Jenks 

  

Headteacher 
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