
Our Reception Curriculum Goals 
 

Communication and Language 

 

• Ask a relevant question and 

make a relevant comment. 

• Converse in a back and forth 

exchange with friends and 

teachers. 

• Express ideas with confidence.  

Personal, Social and Emotional 

 

• Show empathy to others. 

• Show determination to 

complete a goal. 

• Show resilience in the face of a 

challenge. 

• Show curiosity about the world 

around them.  

 

Physical 

 

• Use cutlery effectively. 

• Hold a pencil effectively. 

• Cut simple 2D shapes using 

scissors.  

• Ride a two wheeled bike with 

confidence.  

Literacy 

 

• Retell a story through 

play using language 

from the story. 

• Read simple 

sentences and books 

containing phase 2 

and 3 sounds and 

tricky words. 

• Write a simple story.  

 

Mathematics 

 

• Understand numbers 

to 10 in depth, 

including number 

bonds.  

• Recognise the 

pattern of the 

counting system. 

• Compare quantities in 

different contexts. 

Understanding the World 

 

• Know their own family 

tree. 

• Show care for an 

animal in the 

environment. 

• Appreciate different 

religions and cultural 

communities in our 

local area and 

around the world. 

• Understand how to 

read a simple map. 

 

Expressive Arts and Design 

 

• Create a painting 

through musical 

inspiration. 

• Experiment with a 

range of media. 

• Perform a story, song, 

poem or rhyme to an 

audience.  

 

 


