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28
th

 May 2021 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

It has been a very busy and challenging year, for everyone. In this lead up to the summer half term 

break, I would like to formally thank you and all students for your ongoing support and for adapting to 

all of the changes that have been implemented this past year as a result of coronavirus. 

 

Many of the changes we will be happy to see go when the time is right, such as the twice weekly 

testing, social distancing and not being able to organise events for our students. However, we have 

found some of the changes to be positive and we will certainly be keeping them, below are some 

examples: 

 

• It is our intention to use remote learning more extensively as part of our normal operations, 

such as for students who might not be able to attend their normal timetabled lessons where 

we deem this to be a suitable and appropriate alternative.  

• We will be making greater use of technology for staff training and collaborative work with other 

schools as well as for meetings and communications.  

• We will keep our year group pastoral systems where a member of our executive team will 

continue to work with a specific year group.  

• We will keep the daily morning briefings and use these to deliver consistent information to 

year groups, participate in daily worship. The benefit to this is it will also allow us to swap this 

for tutor sessions if required to support focussed work with smaller groups of students 

 

One of the changes we made was to stagger the start and finish times to the Academy Day. This was 

done in line with government guidance in order to reduce contact between the year group bubbles. 

We are currently considering making the staggered times a permanent change from September 2021 

and we would like to consult with you on this proposed change. 

 

To help you to understand why we are considering making this a permanent change it may help to 

explain some of the benefits we have recognised which include: 

 

1. A much calmer start and end to the day when students are arriving and leaving. 

2. The quieter start and end to the day provides students with a calmer learning environment as 

there are less distractions with fewer students in the building at these times. 

3. It has given us the opportunity to gather each year group on arrival to deliver key messages 

and participate in daily collective worship. 

4. We have been able to support our more vulnerable students or those who need pastoral 

support by using the time at the start and end of the day. 

5. The roads and pavements outside of school are less congested than previously when all 

students were arriving and leaving at the same time. 

 

The current Academy Day (which was in place prior to September 2020 when the staggered 

arrangements were introduced): 
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Activity Time 

Arrival on Site 08.20 

Period 1 08.25 - 09.25 

Period 2 09.25 - 10.25 

Tutor time /Assembly/Break 10.25 - 11.00 

Period 3 11.00 - 12.00 

Period 4/Staggered Lunch 12.00 - 13.30 

Period 5 13.30 - 14.30 

Enrichment Activities 

(One compulsory activity for Years 7 and 8) 

14.30pm - 15.30pm 

 

We are proposing that the new school day would look like this:  

 

Activity Years 7 and 8 

Arrive at 07.45 

Lesson 1 08.00 - 09.00 

Lesson 2 09.00 - 10.00 

Movement/Comfort Break 10.00 - 10.05 

Lesson 3 10.05 - 11.05 

Lesson 4 (to include a staggered 

lunch break of 30 mins) 

11.05 - 12.35 

Lesson 5 12.35 - 13.35 

 

Activity Years 9 and 10 

Arrive at 08.45 

Lesson 1 09.00 - 10.00 

Movement/Comfort Break 10.00 - 10.05 

Lesson 2 10.05 - 11.05 

Lesson 3 (to include a staggered 

lunch break of 30 mins) 

11.05 - 12.35 

Lesson 4  12.35 - 13.35 

Lesson 5 13.35 - 14.35 

 

Activity Year 11 and Sixth 

Form 

Arrive at 09.50 

Lesson 1 10.05 - 11.05 

Lesson 2 (to include a staggered 

lunch break of 30 mins) 

11.05 - 12.35 

Lesson 3 12.35 - 13.35 

Lesson 4  13.35 - 14.35 

Movement/Comfort Break 14.35 - 14.40 

Lesson 5 14.40 - 15.40 
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We understand that the proposed changes may not suit everyone’s individual circumstances but 

there are also many families who it has suited, especially where their own working arrangements have 

also changed or been more flexible as a result of the virus. 

 

We will be re-establishing our busy after school wider curricular programme, and we will also continue 

to offer a supervisory service for those families who need help where students can complete 

homework and use the library space. This means that all students in Years 7 and 8 will be able to stay 

until at least 14.35 every day. 

 

Your views are very important to us. We have created a survey for you to complete to share with us 

any views you have which you can access here. The closing date for responses is Friday 9
th

 July at 

10am. Alternatively, please feel free to write to me at the Academy if you prefer or are unable to 

access the survey.  

 

We will communicate the outcome and any changes to you before the summer holidays. 

 

Thank you once again for your continued support, and I hope that you and your families have a lovely 

half term break.  

 

 

 

Lisa McVeigh 

Principal 

 

 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/r/9SJK27zNi8
https://forms.office.com/r/9SJK27zNi8

