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15
th

 October 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

As we close this half term I would like to write to all parents and carers to thank you for your 

support of a number of changes we have brought in this term and to provide a few key 

messages for after half term. 

 

A Great Start to the Year 

Our students have made an excellent start to the new academic year and our Years 7s have 

settled in fantastically, already taking part in a Project Flavour Day to learn all about food and 

nutrition this term. Our visiting speakers commented on their exemplary behaviour. We have 

used our morning briefing sessions to reinforce or Academy Values and ensure all students 

have all the equipment and information they need to be ready to learn. Engagement in lessons 

has been superb and we are very proud of all our students so far this year. 

 

Reading Books 

As a new venture for after half term we have asked all Year 7 and 8 students to bring a suitable 

reading book to school with them every day starting on 1
st

 November when we return. We will 

be asking students to Drop Everything And Read regularly throughout each week and want to 

encourage a love of reading as much as we can to support the development of life-long habits 

and support improvements in literacy. Please contact us if you would like support to ensure 

students bring this new item of essential equipment each day. 

 

Attendance 

There are some wonderful things happening across the Academy and in lessons every single 

day. However, attendance overall has not been excellent and too many students are not 

showing the resilience they need to be successful in their education. Please can I encourage 

you to do all you can to ensure your children attend school every single day so that any gaps 

in their knowledge that exist due to the lockdowns are not widened further. We want to do 

everything we can to ensure all our students learn as much as they can each lesson but can 

be frustrated by absence in achieving this aim. If you need any support in getting your child to 

school please get in touch and we will do everything we can to help. 

 

Opportunity Trust 

I would like to draw your attention to the existence of our Opportunity Trust which looks after a 

fund that our students can use to do things they otherwise might not be able to. If your child 

needs support to pursue a hobby or sport or take part in an event which will help them to be 

the best they can be please download an application form from our website and get in touch 

so we can support you in your application. More detail can be found here. 

 

Covid Measures 

Finally, I can report that Covid cases, although steadily creeping up over the past week or so, 

have been quite low compared to reports we are hearing from other schools. Thank you for all 

of your support in this regard. Please do remember to ensure your child isolates and does not 

come to school if they have any of the three main symptoms and please also continue to 

encourage them to complete twice weekly tests at home. This will be particularly important on 

31
st

 October (easy to remember!) which is the night before they return to school after half term. 

https://www.samworthchurchacademy.co.uk/information/OpportunityTrust
https://www.samworthchurchacademy.co.uk/information/OpportunityTrust


 

 

Can I take this opportunity to wish you a peaceful and healthy half term break, we are very 

much looking forward to welcoming our wonderful students back after half term! 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Lisa McVeigh 

Principal 


