
 

 

 

 

The Samworth Church Academy  Sherwood Hall Road  Mansfield  Nottinghamshire NG18 2DY  

www.samworthchurchacademy.co.uk  enquiries@tscacademy.org.uk  Tel: 01623 663450 

13th December 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

Firstly, can I thank you once again for your continued engagement in the Covid-19 testing programme. 

Following national guidance all staff and students should continue to test over the holidays. Testing is 

encouraged if you will be in a high-risk situation that day, and before visiting people who are at higher 

risk of severe illness if they get Covid-19. Please make sure that your child has sufficient lateral flow 

tests to continue testing at home over the holiday and if they are running low additional tests can be 

collected from Student Reception at the Academy, by ordering test kits from gov.uk or by collecting kits 

from your local pharmacy. 

 

Below you will find important information about the changes to the start of the new term in January, 

along with some helpful reminders.  

 

Testing and Return Arrangements  

We have been asked to test students again when we return in January to help reduce transmission after 

a period of social mixing over the school holidays. We will be offering your child one test on-site with a 

phased return to accommodate this (very similar to the arrangements in September) before continuing 

regular testing at home.  

 

You do not have to allow your child to take part in the tests, but it is strongly recommended by the 

government and will help to keep us all safer as we return to the Academy. We will use the consent 

form and information you have provided to us previously to test your child in January. If you didn’t 

provide consent previously but would now like to, please complete this consent form (if you would like 

to withdraw your consent for on-site testing, please complete this withdrawal form). These forms must 

be completed no later than 2pm on Thursday 16
th

 December to enable us to collate the information and 

make plans accordingly.  

 

The phased return will ensure we can test all students before they mix with other students around the 

Academy. Students who remain at home on Tuesday 4th January will be set work on Satchel One to 

complete. Once students have received a negative test result, they will return to face-to-face teaching.  

 

The following table explains the arrangements for return. Students who are not taking part in 

testing will join the rest of their year group on the dates and times provided in the final column: 

 

 Year Group  

Testing Arrangements 

Students to enter through the end doors near the 

climbing wall 

Return date and time for students not 

participating in on-site testing 

Year 7  Tuesday 4
th
 January 

7.45am  

Tuesday 4
th
 January 

9am, Main Hall 

Year 8  Tuesday 4
th
 January 

8.45am 

Tuesday 4
th
 January 

10am, Restaurant  

Year 11 Tuesday 4
th
 January  

9.45am 

Tuesday 4
th
 January 

11am, Restaurant  
Year 9 Wednesday 5

th
 January  

7.45am 

Wednesday 5
th
 January  

9am, Main Hall 

Year 10   Wednesday 5
th
 January  

8.45am 

Wednesday 5
th
 January  

10am, Restaurant 

Sixth Form  Wednesday 5
th
 January  

9.45am 

Wednesday 5
th
 January  

10.15am, Main Hall 

 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
https://forms.office.com/r/0mWbwvLhZP
https://forms.office.com/r/0mWbwvLhZP
https://forms.office.com/r/X57n7nCZni
https://forms.office.com/r/X57n7nCZni


The government will continue to review the future need for testing in light of any changes to the public 

health situation and we will continue to keep you informed of any changes or updates. 

 

Uniform 

As we look to end the year and prepare for next year, may we please remind all families to ensure that 

your child returns to the Academy in full uniform. Trousers should be plain black and tailored. Tight 

fitting trousers, shorter style trousers are not acceptable. Shoes should be plain black and polishable. 

Students should bring a bag to the academy, as this is a good learning habit, and ensures that they 

always have a pen, pencil, ruler and their learning journal (planner). Students in years 7, 8 and 9 should 

also bring a reading book with them to school each day. Please see pages 10-12 in the parent 

handbook for further information. The Academy uniform supplier details can be found here.  

 

Behaviour   

The academy uses Satchel One (previously Show My Homework), to record and communicate positive 

and negative student behaviours. Like many other systems, Satchel One requires all parents to 

download the app and create an account using the unique parent code linked to your child/children. 

Please ensure that you download the app and check for notifications. The system is being used to 

award positive and negative value points, student badges (attendance, good work and reward events), 

as well as notifying parents of detentions. 

 

Attendance 

We work hard to support good student attendance. We expect all students to achieve the minimum 

standard of 95% attendance throughout the year. Talking to your child about school and contacting us 

with any concerns are simple ways to promote good attendance. If you or your child is anxious or 

concerned, please get in touch with our attendance team or your child’s Learning Manager and we can 

discuss your worries in more detail and provide any reassurance you need.   

 

Covid Measures 

We will continue to review our risk assessment as usual in line with any changes to guidance. Ongoing 

measures that will remain in place will include wearing face coverings in communal areas, appropriate 

cleaning regimes, reminding students to minimise close contact with others as much as possible, 

ventilation, continued promotion of good hygiene ‘Catch it, Bin it, Kill it’ and to wash or sanitise hands 

regularly. Students will be reminded of all key information during their daily morning briefings. Please 

make sure that you provide your child with a face covering and refer to the letters shared recently which 

explain what to do moving forward with regard to anyone in your household displaying symptoms or 

testing positive.   

 

We appreciate much of this information is repeated and that many are now familiar with the 

arrangements. If you have any questions about any of this, please email enquiries@tscacademy.org.uk 

or contact the Academy in the usual way. 

 

We also understand that some students may be worried about returning to school after the break. With 

this in mind, please remind them there are lots of us here at the Academy to support them and they 

can access some wellbeing resources here. 

 

Finally, can I thank you all for your continued positivity and support during the start of this academic 

year. Our students have again shown such resilience and have been a credit to us all.  

 

We hope you and your families have a wonderful Christmas break and we can’t wait to welcome our 

wonderful students back in the new year! 

 

Yours faithfully 

 

Lisa McVeigh 

Principal 

https://www.samworthchurchacademy.co.uk/parent-information/ParentHandbook
https://www.samworthchurchacademy.co.uk/parent-information/ParentHandbook
https://www.samworthchurchacademy.co.uk/parent-information/ParentHandbook
https://www.schoolwearsolutions.com/
https://www.schoolwearsolutions.com/
mailto:enquiries@tscacademy.org.uk
mailto:enquiries@tscacademy.org.uk
https://tscacademy.sharepoint.com/subjects/studentwellbeing/SitePages/Home.aspx
https://tscacademy.sharepoint.com/subjects/studentwellbeing/SitePages/Home.aspx

