
 

In November students and staff at the Academy paid tribute to all who 

lost their lives in active service and honour the Armed Forces and 

veterans. 

All students and staff were involved in planting a poppy in the 

Academy grounds to pay tribute to those who sacrificed themselves to 

secure and protect our freedom. 

Cadets from The Academy’s CCF contingent took part in the Forest 

Town Remembrance March and service.  As always they were utterly 

amazing.  A real credit to both the Academy and the CCF.    



 

Welcome to the annual bumper edition of The Samworth Church 

Academy newsletter. This edition is, as usual, packed with a huge 

variety of news items which clearly show our students working hard to 

Be The Best They Can Be. There have been many highlights of the year 

including our wonderful Speech Night, our production of Grease, our 

Dance Showcase and, of course, our moving tribute and services to 

mark the centenary of the end of the First World War.  

I would like to focus briefly on our first truly global Round Square 

conference which we hosted in June of this year. Through this event, it 

was truly humbling to see our students demonstrate each of our 

academy values as they looked after our guests from as far afield as 

Canada, India and Kenya. The leadership and service shown, 

particularly by our older students, was remarkable and made me very 

proud to work and serve within this organisation myself. 

This kind of thing makes us truly unique among British secondary 

schools and represents the very essence of who we are. We have lots of 

work to do and things to improve (recent changes to teaching and 

learning and our behaviour policy demonstrate this) but we have been 

careful to uphold our central vision of enabling all students to access a 

range of experiences on their journey of self-discovery and to help them 

to prepare for 70 or more fantastic years after they leave us.  

Finally, I will take the opportunity to thank all students, parents, staff, 
governors and an increasing army of volunteers for their support and 
dedication to achieving this vision over the past year. In addition, I 
would like to thank our Opportunity Trust who support so many 
students who feature in this newsletter to Be The Best They Can Be. I 
wish you all a restful and replenishing 
Summer; here’s to more great stuff next 
year!  

 

 

Start of  Autumn Term 2019 

 

Autumn Half Term 

 

Inset Day 

 

Christmas Holiday 

 

Half Term 

 

Easter Holiday 

 

May Day Bank Holiday 

 

Spring Bank Holiday  

 

Summer Term Ends 

 

Download Schudio from your Android or iPhone 

app store.  Once you’ve downloaded the app it 

couldn’t be simpler to use. Open the app and 

you’ll  then have to sign up by pressing the ‘Join 

Schudio’ button. Enter your name, email and a 

password and press ‘Join Now’. You’ll then be 

prompted to select from the list of schools.   

Choose 'The Samworth Church Academy' as 

your school on the app.  That's it!   You’re up 

and running on the Schudio App!  On the App 

you’ll be able to see News, Events and 

Announcements from The Samworth Church 

Academy. 

Follow the Academy on 

Twitter  and Facebook 

https://twitter.com/TSCAcademy
https://www.facebook.com/TheSamworthChurchAcademy/


  

Nine Academy students 

spent three days and 

two nights walking a 40 

mile route from Hayfield 

to Burbage for their 

Duke of Edinburgh 

Silver Assessed 

Expedition. All students 

showed great resilience 

when facing the 

challenge in bad 

weather and even 

managed to keep their 

spirits high when they 

had to put their wet kit 

back on in the 

mornings. The assessor 

said that their 

teamwork, campcraft 

and navigational skills 

were outstanding. All students successfully passed the assessment and are now looking 

for a new challenge.  

 

During July 2018 the Combined Cadet Force students experienced a wonderful 

evening during the CCF Regimental Dinner and Awards Night.  

Ex TSCA student, Megan Russell, 

won a bronze medal for 

sparring during the European 

Championships in Strzegom, 

Poland earlier this year.  Megan 

was one of the original students 

who took part in the after school 

Taekwondo classes at The 

Samworth Church Academy and 

has benefitted from the 

experience, making her the 

person she is today.  Her parents 

believe the process has moulded 

her confidence and respectful 

nature, making her the young 

person she is today.  

The level of skill shown by the 

competitors from fifteen countries 

during the championships was 

world class.  Megan should be 

very proud.   

Megan's tutor, Simon from Inspire 

Taekwondo, paid tribute to The 

Samworth Church Academy, 

thanking them for the grant 

donations which has allowed 

Megan to experience her journey 

so far.   



 

The Round Square International Conference 2018 was held in three 

locations in Canada, Lower Canada College, Ashbury School and Appleby 

College. The Samworth Church Academy delegates were invited to 

Appleby College. The theme for the conference was bring your difference, 

all activities were designed to highlight all the different iterations of diversity, 

and empowered students to embrace the differences that exist between 

them. Students learnt a lot about the indigenous culture of Canada and the 

status of refugees worldwide. 

 

Throughout the week students were involved in a variety of adventurous 

activities, discussion groups, service activities and listening to keynote 

speakers. They spent time hosted by Canadian families, getting to know 

the culture of the country and three nights at an adventure camp in 

Muskoka Woods. 

 

Before the Conference a morning was spent in Toronto and a visit made to 

the CN Tower.  Our students navigated us around the city using the street 

cars and the subway. On Friday after the closing ceremony a mad dash 

was made up to see the spectacular beauty of Niagara Falls before getting 

the evening flight home. At Niagara students and staff boarded the 

Hornblower for the boat trip. The boat went really close to the American 

Falls, Bridal Veil Falls and the Canadian Horseshoe Falls. 

 

When the spray had completely soaked everyone on the boat everyone 

huddled together and laughed; it was great fun. It was a fabulous ending to 

a superb conference and trip. 

 

This experience was an incredible opportunity; the friendships the students 

made were strong, the memories they created will stay with them for a life 

time.  The opinions they have formed listening to the key note speakers will 

have given them a wider understanding of the world and its diversity. 

 

Creating an account will enable you to 

access a wide array of data including: 

 

 Attendance  

 Timetable 

 School Reports 

 Activities Record 

 Teaching Groups 

 Student Absence Reporting 

 Variety of Academy information 

Complete the Parent Portal Account 

Request Form and Submit 

Once submitted, the Data Team will 

respond by emailing you with your 

login details. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe46cpU6EP277tI9wr4813xyFd_0g2bOL8d0X13YQ2_HYia4A/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe46cpU6EP277tI9wr4813xyFd_0g2bOL8d0X13YQ2_HYia4A/viewform?c=0&w=1


  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 year old Scarlett from Forest Town, said the election process was a great experience but admitted she had been 

nervous during the count, especially after just one vote separated her and James after the first round of counting.   

 

Scarlett, who is a keen rugby player, coach and referee at Mansfield, said: "I really want to help young people and 

make sure their voices are heard." 

  

 

Staff and students were given the opportunity to attend an inspirational session 

with two guest speakers, Dan and Brooke.  Dan is transgender and came to 

talk to students and staff about his experiences growing up, where to find local 

support networks and gave really useful advice and guidance.  The session 

was incredibly informative and the audience were blown away by Dan and 

Brooke’s positivity. 

 

When asked what advice he would give his 15 year old self he said, "It will get 

easier, work hard at school to achieve the best qualifications to become the 

most successful man or woman you can be.”  Great advice for anyone! 

Cadets selling Poppies on behalf of the Royal British Legion at Asda over the last two weekends lead-

ing up to Remembrance Sunday.  
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Beth was voted as Miss Mansfield and Sherwood 

Forest  and is fundraising for the charity Rethink 

Mental Illness.  She has currently raised a 

whopping  £6097.15 through various charity events 

and continues to work tirelessly to support the 

Rethink Mental Illness charity.  Beth has had the 

opportunity to travel to Mansfield, Ohio in the US as 

part of her role as well as record an interview with the 

local radio station.  She has met many amazing 

people who have helped her fundraise whilst 

continuing to study for her A levels.  

 

The Samworth Church Academy Dancers recently 

took part in the Deda Dance Ariel Workshop 

experiencing Trapeze, Hoop and Silk workshops!  



 

On 20th November, six Year 12 students visited 

the University of Warwick for a Love Through the 

Ages conference. Firstly, students attended a 

session by Jon Rich, a senior examiner, who 

talked the students through exactly what the 

examiner is looking for and how to get those top 

marks. Professor Emma Smith, from Oxford 

University, walked us through the presentation 

of love in Shakespeare; opening our eyes to a 

whole new perspective of what this commonly-

used word actually means.  Finally, our students were granted the privileged of a poetry session 

from Carol Ann Duffy, who read some of her most famous work (including Mrs. Stendall’s favourite 

poem, Syntax) and took questions from the audience. For both students and staff the trip was 

thoroughly enjoyable and everyone left with their heads brimming with knowledge. 

On 23rd January 2019, fifty-six Year 11 students had the exciting opportunity of hearing revered poets 

read and discuss their work. Among these were: Carol Ann Duffy, Simon Armitage, Imtiaz Dharker and 

John Agard - poets who are studied as part of the GCSE English Literature course.  Our students 

respectfully engaged with the ideas that were shared and gave rapturous applause to Agard who 

crowned the day with an inspired reading of ‘Checking Out Me History’!  

"Grease" saw our students perform for our local 

community and primary schools as a matinee 

and then an incredible evening performance. 

The students were outstanding and it was a 

fantastic event.  

Many ex drama students returned from university 

to watch the show and it really was a fantastic 

celebration. 

 



 

24 TSCA Cadets recently travelled 

around the battlefields of Northern 

France to learn about life in the 

trenches to mark 100 years since the 

armistice. Upon arrival in France 

cadets were given a guided tour at 

various sites. They walked the path of 

the WW1 soldiers who were dropped 

off before they headed to the front line. 

Cadets were taken to the sunken 

trench where they heard a diary entry 

from a solider. 

The next stop was at the 

Newfoundland memorial where cadets 

heard about the awful fate of the 

troops from Newfoundland where 

during their attack their plan of sending 

the second wave on the white flare 

where their fate was devastatingly 

sealed as the Germans' tactic was to 

send a missile to land just over the 

front line after they had sent a white 

flare.  The result was devastating and 

visiting the memorial our cadets came 

across the grave of a 15-year-old 

engineer. 

 

Samworth Church Academy students were involved in 

the Mansfield 2018 Sports Recognition Awards.  Our 

heartfelt congratulations to Anais Johnson, Millie 

Johnson, Hannah Blake, Scarlett Sykes, Darcie Coupe 

and Megan Adair.  
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Samworth Church Academy students played 

magnificently well against much older and 

experienced teams.  

The boys landed on Friday morning in 

Copenhagen, touring the city before heading 

south to Herlufsholm. On arrival the boys had a 

tour of the school before heading to the sports 

hall to prepare themselves for a weekend of 

Basketball. 

Over the weekend the boys played 6 games of 

Basketball, losing every one. However they 

showed great commitment, team spirit and 

togetherness as they continued to give 100% in 

every game they played. This did not go 

unnoticed by the other schools. 

We hope the boys all enjoyed the conference 

but more so the experience. We are already 

planning for next year. 

The Samworth Church Academy Young Enterprise 

team were up against teams from all over Mansfield, 

Ashfield and Southwell. 

The team had been working hard since October 

setting up and running their own business which 

hand makes and sells a range of playing cards 

which can be used to create custom workouts to help the user to get fit. 

The full day’s trading at the trading event Mansfield was a great experience in the difficulties of 

attracting customers and making a sale. The team worked hard to engage members of the public 

and judges from the Young Enterprise competition and even held demonstrations of how to use the 

cards and how to complete the exercises. 

 



 
 

 

Year 13 Thursday 15th August 

from 8.30 am onwards in the 

hall. 

 

Year 12 Thursday 15th August 

from 9.30 am onwards in the 

hall. 

 

 

Years 10 and 11 Thursday 

22nd August from 8.30am 

onwards in the hall. 

 

Years 12 and 13 (GCSE re-sits) 

Thursday 22nd August from 

10.00 am onwards in the hall. 

 
Any results not collected on the 

day will be sent by first class post 

after 2.00 pm.  

 

If any other persons, including 

family members, are collecting 

any results for a student they must 

have a signed letter of permission 

from the student whose results 

are being collected. 

 

No results will be given out by 

telephone under any 

circumstances.  

 

Results will only be sent to an e-

mail address personal to the 

student.  A signed letter from the 

student, confirming the e-mail 

address, is required prior to 

results day. Members of staff will 

be available to discuss results 

with students on the day. 
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The amazing 'Elite Performance Dance Group' competed at the regional 

finals of the 'Great Big Dance Off' which is a huge competition the 

Academy has entered for the last four years. 

Students passed the first round of auditions which involved 25 groups all 

ranging in styles from around the East Midlands area. 

The top three groups qualify and each year the Elite Performance Group 

have been placed fourth by 1 point each year.  The group are measured 

on skill, creativity, audience, connectivity, control and flow, choreographic 

complexity, technique, etc. and the scoring and marks are very specific 

with judges being tough. 

This year we entered two groups, a piece created and choreographed 

ourselves about 'relationships'.  The duet was created by Jessica 

Marshall and Lucy Jones based on 'Birdbox'. 

We are so pleased to announce that this year we gained FIRST place with 

the group dance and SECOND place for the duet dance. 

It was a truly special and emotional moment for these students who 

compete each year around the UK and show so much resilience.  They 

now have a place in the big finale at the West End this summer and they 

are overjoyed. 

A group of Sixth Form 

students from the Academy 

attended the Model United 

Nations at Felsted.  

Students had a wonderful 

time, spoke out with 

confidence and gained 

valuable experience from the 

event. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Showcasing a large range of activities your child will have 

the opportunity to experience whilst attending this Academy.  

The Samworth Church Academy 

The Samworth Church Academy  Sherwood Hall Road  Mansfield  Nottinghamshire  NG18 2DY  

www.samworthchurchacademy.co.uk  enquiries@tscacademy.org.uk   

tel: 01623 663450 

6:30 pm - 8:30 pm 

Wednesday 18th September 2019 

 

The Samworth Church Academy is 

extremely proud of Year 7 pupil, Maja 

Antoskiewicz, who received a Children of 

Courage award on the 4
th
 March 2019.  

The commendation from Mansfield 

District Council and The Rotary Club of 

Mansfield, was presented during a 

luncheon held at Portland College, 

Mansfield.  Maja is an active and 

enthusiastic pupil, participating in 

everything the Academy has to offer, 

from the usual lessons such as English 

and maths, piano lessons and an 

upcoming Bushcraft residential. 

Maja’s achievements are made more 

impressive as she is registered 

blind.  Miss Kerry Simons introduced 

Maja to those assembled, giving a 

heartfelt speech about how inspiring 

Maja is for everyone who meets 

her.  Maja collected one award from the 

twelve issued to students from in and 

around Mansfield and District. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfE6d1anLkDydBLGJ76B6ybazm4h4OFK0jgEjnVNnj-q4uGEQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfE6d1anLkDydBLGJ76B6ybazm4h4OFK0jgEjnVNnj-q4uGEQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfE6d1anLkDydBLGJ76B6ybazm4h4OFK0jgEjnVNnj-q4uGEQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfE6d1anLkDydBLGJ76B6ybazm4h4OFK0jgEjnVNnj-q4uGEQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfE6d1anLkDydBLGJ76B6ybazm4h4OFK0jgEjnVNnj-q4uGEQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfE6d1anLkDydBLGJ76B6ybazm4h4OFK0jgEjnVNnj-q4uGEQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfE6d1anLkDydBLGJ76B6ybazm4h4OFK0jgEjnVNnj-q4uGEQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfE6d1anLkDydBLGJ76B6ybazm4h4OFK0jgEjnVNnj-q4uGEQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfE6d1anLkDydBLGJ76B6ybazm4h4OFK0jgEjnVNnj-q4uGEQ/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://www.samworthchurchacademy.co.uk/


 

Throughout January, Year 10 Business students have been creating their own 

businesses and writing detailed business plans. These were sent to Peter 

Jones through his Tycoon project. 

Tycoon is a unique national enterprise competition for students aged 6 to 18. 

Every participating team writes a business plan, is lent money, starts a 

business and competes with other student companies through a 

sophisticated kickstarter style platform, in a safe and controlled environment. 

Three of our businesses were granted start up loans from Tycoon which 

amounted to almost £500 in total. They were; 

 Barking Bakers – Sam Kerry, Roshan Mandal and Brae Parkin have 

secured an exclusive contract with Sherwood Pines to sell their home 

baked dog biscuits 

 Organica – Kennedie Buckland and Amilia Cheesmond plan to make 

their own organic beauty products from all natural ingredients 

 All things cards – Libby Seaton, Lucie Bamford Jones, Rebecca 

McGinty, Danni Swann and Millie Morton have designed a range of 

handmade gift cards 

 

The teams now have a month to make their products and sell as many as 

possible to generate a profit. The winning teams from the competition will be 

invited to a celebration event at Buckingham Palace! 

 

On the 7th March 2019, our 

students participated in a 

number of activities across the 

Academy to celebrate World 

Book Day. 

  

Students were invited to dress 

up as any recognisable fictional 

character and raised money to 

help expand the secret 

bookshelf located on the 

English corridor. 

  

Year 7 were also able to 

participate in a visit by multi 

award winning teen and 

children’s writer Hayley Long. 

They discussed the importance 

of stories, the power of music 

and her new book, The Nearest 

Faraway Place, which students 

had read and completed work 

on prior to the visit. 

There are many different ways you can help with the PTFA, whether you have 

lots of time to offer or not. 

Some of the roles are time-consuming, although also rewarding. If you can’t 

commit to a big job, look out for things you can do less frequently (eg 

running a stall at the summer fair, baking for a cake sale) plus you can 

always support the PTFA events by simply turning up. 

For more information please contact: ptfa@tscacademy.org.uk 



 

On 22nd March 2019, eight 

English Language students 

engaged in an informative 

lecture/workshop with leading 

AQA examiner and writer Dan 

Clayton. Our Academy has 

previously hosted a similar event, 

but this time we made the short 

trip across the county to The 

South Nottinghamshire Academy 

to further our insights into 

language study. How does the 

context of our conversations 

affect how we learn language 

growing up? How do parents and 

caregivers help support and 

scaffold a toddler’s 

language? These were just a 

couple of the questions we 

grappled with when considering 

Child Language Acquisition, 

before we moved onto thinking 

about people’s attitudes towards 

how language has changed in 

the past and how it continues to 

change today. The students 

worked hard and will be able to 

use much of the material to 

shape their revision in the months 

ahead.  

Five students from The Samworth Church Academy, high achievement 

dancers at Expression’s Academy of Performing Arts, were selected to 

travel to Kiev, Ukraine for five days in April 2019. Tatiana Tretyakova a 

wonderful ballet tutor, previously a soloist in the Bolshoi Ballet, selected our 

top pupils to travel to the Ukraine 

to train at at the World renowned 

Ukraine Academy of Pop and 

Circus Arts in Kiev, responsible for 

training some of the top artists in 

Cirque du Soleil world wide. 

 

The students trained for five days 

in dance, gymnastics, acrobatic 

and aerial arts (hoop and silks) in 

the purpose built Academy. They 

received full certification at the end 

of their training. A fabulous 

opportunity for these youngsters!! 

Students Engage 
With Leader AQA 
Examiner and 
Writer, Dan Clayton 

Volunteers play a valuable part in supporting our Academy in offering 

their time, skills and experience in a variety of ways.   

 Volunteers play a huge part in the running of our community; 

 Come from all walks of life; 

 Are of all ages; 

 Help society in many different ways. 

 

http://www.samworthchurchacademy.org.uk


 

Our very own Billy Elliot, George Fryer recently received news that he has been 

accepted at the Liverpool Institute of Performing Arts (LIPA) at just sixteen 

years of age on a foundation Dance course. This is one of the top schools. 

  

He had a really tough audition and only a few students were selected. He will 

be moving to Liverpool to follow his dream. 

  

This is a phenomenal achievement for George. 

Jessica Marshall 

Awaad Faisal 

William has been playing rugby for 

Paviors RFC since the age of six and 

plays either on the wing or in the centre.  

He was nominated for consideration for 

the Leicester Tigers Development Player 

Programme this year as a player with 

potential to progress; the earliest age at 

which they start to look at players.  

  

William then had to attend three separate 

trial sessions along with about 80 other 

boys.  Approximately 30 boys have now 

been selected to go on the programme 

for the next twelve months before further 

assessments are made.  He will, 

therefore, be coached throughout next 

year by the Tigers staff whilst also 

continuing to train and play with his club. 

  

Many congratulations William. 



 

Megan spent three days in Manchester recently at 

Basketball England camp and was successful in securing a 

place in the England squad in Nottingham, Ireland U16s 

and Great Britain U16s.  

 

Tuesday 30th April saw GCSE Drama students 

perform their final pieces in their examination 

showcase.  Students worked to create lighting, 

costume and set design along with performing a range of plays that had the audience laughing hysterically 

and crying shamelessly; a real journey! 

Students have worked for weeks to explore two scenes from a range of plays and Mrs Ashley would like to 

take this opportunity to say how proud she is and to thank families for all of their support. 

Having won the area f inals  at  a  f ie rce 

competition at the Mansfield One Call Stadium, 

our Young Entrepreneurs once again faced a 

panel of judges at the Regional Finals of the 

Young Enterprise competition.  
The team competed at Nottingham University 

against 5 other teams from all over 

Nottinghamshire and faced a challenging 

afternoon of tasks. They set up their product 

display for scrutiny, participated in a 20 minute 

intense ‘Dragon’s Den’ style interview with the 

judges and presented their journey to a lecture hall of business representatives, educators and the families 

of their competitors. 

 
Feedback from the event organisers was that the team “left everything on the pitch” with flawless 

presentations and great products on display.  They were delighted to win the award for the most innovative 

and creative business but were beaten to the overall prize by a team from East Leake Academy. Our 

students were outstanding representatives for the Academy on the night and very quick to thank their 

business advisers, Steve Dennis and Brian Hill for all of the help and support they have received this year. 



 

Congratulations to Matthew Young who successfully 

competed in the Nottinghamshire County Athletics 

Championships for Mansfield Harriers at the 

Moorways Stadium, Derby recently and came away 

with Gold and Silver Medals. 

 Gold in the U13 Boys' Javelin with a throw of 

32.74 metres, retaining his title from 

2018.  Matthew is currently ranked 4th longest in 

the UK in his age group. 

 Silver in the U13 Long Jump with a personal best 

of 4.34 metres. 

 Silver in the U13 800 Metre in a new 5 second 

personal best of 2:31:18 minutes. 

 Silver in the U13 High Jump with a personal best 

of 1.35 metres. 

 

Well done and keep up the good work!   

Year 8 boys took part in the Year 8 Town Cup final at Field Mill. The boys gave it their all and could have got 

something out of the game but Tuxford were just too strong.  The game finished 2-0 to Tuxford but the boys 

showed great heart, desire and determination. The Samworth Church Academy boys made all the noise in the 

last ten minutes but just couldn’t score. 

  

Mr Harper would like to thank the boys and all the supporters who made it a memorable occasion. 
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In May 2019 Year 10 

students had the 

opportunity to visit The 

Workhouse in Southwell. 

Students were guided 

through the building 

whilst having a detailed 

description of what life 

would have been like for 

the people living there. 

The staff at The 

Workhouse provided us 

with authentic 

performances to tell the 

stories of some of the 

people who had stayed 

there and they answered 

the many questions that 

the students asked. As 

the weather was lovely we were able to eat lunch in the beautiful gardens of The Workhouse soaking up 

the historic atmosphere and discussing all the things that we had discovered. One of the students 

remarked, "I enjoyed going into the kitchen and learning more about the jobs women and girls had to do."  

As part of the Round Square 

Conference hosted at The 

Samworth Church Academy, 

students worked on a beautiful 

collaborative art project which we 

now have hanging in the reception 

area of the Academy as a 

memory.  Birds were hand made by 

our international students and hung 

in a flock to signify 'unity' of our 

countries and values.  

S Q U A R E 



 

In June The Samworth Church Academy welcomed 180 students as it hosted the prestigious Round Square 

Global Conference. 

 

Principal Lisa McVeigh welcomed guests to the opening ceremony in eleven languages before going on to 

explain The Samworth Church Academy’s role in the Round Square. “As a state school we have enjoyed a 

special relationship with Gordonstoun since 2008 and with Round Square since 2011, becoming a full global 

member in 2016. Supported by our generous Opportunity Trust, our students have travelled the world 

representing their Academy and community and we feel truly blessed to be a part of the Round Square 

family.  It is an honour to welcome our friends from all over the globe and to build strong ties with schools 

across continents.” 

 

During the glittering opening event the assembled students were treated to a gripping speech by a visiting 

guest said Angela. “Our keynote speaker was Jamie Andrew, an incredible Scottish mountaineer who, 

despite having no hands and feet, has made some amazing ascents all over the world.  As a quadruple 

amputee, Jamie has many other remarkable achievements and has raised many thousands of pounds for 

charity along the way. He was a true inspiration and gave the delegates food for thought about their 

upcoming adventure and how they would handle being out of their comfort zone saying ‘… our greatest 

limitations are the ones we impose on ourselves.  I want to encourage others to throw out these 

misconceptions and to be all they can be’.”  

 

During the week students headed off to Cheshire to take part in a bush craft camp, pausing for a short visit 

to Chatsworth House.  Angela reports that the maze at Chatsworth was a particular favourite with the visitors. 

“When we eventually arrived at bush craft camp the heavens opened up which dampened spirits for a while, 

-especially as some of our visitors had left countries where the temperature had been 40 degrees only two 

days before! But as soon as the fires were roaring, and the camp songs started, spirits were lifted 

again.  Students took part in learning wilderness first aid, building shelters, learning how to start a campfire 

and night orientation activities, to name a few.” 

 

The conference closed with a disco on Friday night and before leaving on Saturday, students were able to 

take part in archery, laser shooting, high ropes, climbing and dancing at the academy’s facilities. “When the 

time came to say goodbye, it was quite tearful because both staff and students had made friends for life with 

people from all over the world.” 



 

 

Student Costi Nita is continuing a family tradition by 

crossing the Atlantic to pursue a pro-tennis career at 

university. 

Having secured a place at The University of the 

Cumberlands in Kentucky, Costi acknowledges it will 

be a massive step for him. “I have looked at various 

universities that offer a tennis programs, but The 

University of the Cumberlands in Kentucky stood out 

to me because their Head Tennis Coach, Chin Teck 

Tan is renowned for coaching world class players.” 

Costi says that he has always aimed to pursue a 

career in tennis. “I started playing at about 3 or 4 

years old. I remember watching the final of 

Wimbledon on the TV and saying, ‘I'm going to win 

that!’ I started playing from there and currently play in 

Sheffield at both Graves Tennis and Leisure Centre 

and Abbeydale Tennis Club.” 

Costi is already playing at a high standard and has 

played matches against players from around the 

globe. “I am a tennis player at heart, and to be 

honest, all I want to do is get onto the pro-circuit for 

tennis.” But Costi said he couldn’t have done it 

without the support, and commitment from his 

parents. “There is no doubt that I simply could not 

have done it without them!” 
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intention of developing future England and Great Britain players. 

After almost a year of going to Loughborough and Leicester, Thomas has amazingly been selected for the 

core East Midlands team and in July will represent the region in a tournament at the National Basketball 

Centre in Belle Vue, Manchester.  The Aspire training sessions are very demanding and Thomas has 

demonstrated incredible focus. 

Congratulations Thomas! 

Thomas was the only Year 7 boy to be picked from the 

county and this is more of an achievement when you 

consider he’s one of the youngest in his year group. In a 

recent tournament in Leicester the team finished third.  

Thomas was also selected to be part of the Basketball 

England development programme, a scheme with the 
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The Samworth Church Academy is 

an amazing place to study and to 

work.  I have the privilege of working 

with the most amazing student body 

and a brilliantly dedicated leadership 

and staff team.  When these things 

work together, there is a synergy that 

takes place meaning we can achieve 

greater things together than the sum of the parts.  

If we want to achieve all that we can and to Be the Best We Can 

Be, It is important that we all work together.  1 Corinthians 1:10 

states “
 
I appeal to you, brothers and sisters,

 
in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another in what 

you say and that there be no divisions among you, but that you 

be perfectly united in mind and thought”. 

Whilst it is true that Paul is addressing the church in Corinth at 

this point, it is safe to say that the principles of agreement and 

teamwork will help each of our students, not only excel 

themselves, but to encourage and support others to do likewise.   

Student + Academy + Home = Success 

Alexander Brompton 

Samworth Church Academy’s hair salon was on hand to help 

a kind Abbey Primary School pupil to get her hair cut for the 

‘Little Princess Trust’; a charity which provides real hair wigs to 

children who have lost their hair through medical conditions or 

procedures. 

Chloe Flude is just 7 years old and has always had long hair 

said Mum, Sarah Flude, “Chloe decided to have her hair cut 

for the 'Little Princess Trust' after we saw picture on a notice 

board of another girl who had already done it. When she 

asked me what it was for, I explained, and she said she would 

really like to do that too! She has always had long hair and we 

knew this would be huge change for her. I did talk to her about 

the fact that her hair would be very short, and she said she 

was OK with that as her hair would grow back. She under-

stands that others aren't so lucky.” 

After cutting her hair in front of the whole 

school assembly, we were able to whisk her 

off to The Samworth Church Academy salon 

run by Bev Nita, to have a brand-new look 

created for her without delay. We hope that 

we made the day a little easier for Chloe who 

is very brave and kind to make this sacrifice.”  


