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24
th

 September 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers and Students, 

 

I do hope my letter finds you and your families as well as can be.  I am writing to you regarding a 

forthcoming set of mock exams for Year 11 and Year 13. 

 

We are very aware of the uncertainty and difficulties that students are currently facing.  We are doing 

our upmost to minimise this and we are implementing our Year 11 and Year 13 recovery plan daily.  

This is something I wrote to you about before the Summer holidays and the letter is still available on 

the parent’s section of our website.  As part of this letter we announced a forthcoming set of mock 

exams for Year 11 and Year 13. 

 

As part of our recovery plan we are doing a smaller set of mock exams in October for Year 11 and 

November for Year 13.  These are smaller in the respect of being a reduced number of papers per 

subject (compared to their final Summer 2021 examination period), and not the full number of exams 

that will be sat in each subject in the Summer exam series.  I appreciate the further demands these 

exams will place on students but these are vitally necessary for the following reasons: 

 

- To give staff diagnostic assessment data.  This will be used to identify topics and skills which 

will need to be taught or reviewed, and to inform students of areas on which to focus their 

revision.  This will also allow our staff to adapt our learning schemes and tailor intervention 

strategies accordingly. 

- To ensure students are given the exam routines practice that they missed through not having 

Year 10 and Year 12 mock examinations. 

- To further increase our evidence-base for any future centre assessed grades process. 

 

Students will receive exam timetables for these series of examinations on 25
th

 September 2020.  We will 

also talk to students about these in the student briefings we hold on a daily basis.  It is also worth 

noting at this point that access arrangements, that the academy is currently aware of, will be put in 

place for this series of examinations.  

 

Furthermore, please also note that due to the limited time available to hold these mocks, we have had 

to sit the Chemistry and Physics papers consecutively on Friday, 15
th

 October.  Unfortunately, this has 

resulted in the paper being 2 hours 30 minutes for the Combined Science or 3 hours 30 minutes for 

Triple Science.  We appreciate this may raise concerns but feel it necessary to enable us to adequately 

assess the students in these subjects. 

 

In terms of stationery, each student will be given a pen, pencil, ruler and rubber on the first day of the 

written papers.  It is imperative that they bring this with them each day to avoid equipment being 

handled unnecessarily. 

 

We thank you very much in advance for your support with this critical part of the recovery plan.  We 

appreciate this is a delicate matter at this time but the information from these exams are essential in 

maximising learning for the rest of the academic year.  
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We will do our upmost to make these exams a positive learning experience for students.  However, 

should you have any issues or queries with the recovery plan or these examinations specifically then 

please do not hesitate to email me at the academy-: cvallance@tscacademy.org.uk 

 

We look forward to continuing to work with you during this academic year and wish you all the very best 

for the coming weeks. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

Chris Vallance  

Strategic Director of Student Experience  
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